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ROTTERDAM, 


To his Friend 
THOMAS MORE, Health; 


S I was coming, a while ſince, ont of Italy, 
fur England, that I might not waſte all 
that time I was to fit on Horsback, in 
fooliſh and illiterate Fables, I choſe ra- 

ther, one while to revolve with my ſelf, ſomething 
of our eommUn Studics, and other while, to enjoy 
the remembrance of my Friends, of whom, I left 
heres ſome noleſſe learned, than pleaſant ; Among ſt 
theſe, you, my More, came ri in my mind, whoſe 

memury, though abſent your ſelf, giver me ſuch de- 

light in my abſence, as when preſent with you, 1 
ever found in your company 3 than which, let me 
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Eraſmus his Epiſtle 
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triſby if in all my life, TI ever met with any t 
PE bl * And theref.re, being ſausfy4d 
that (omething was to be done, and that, that time 
was no wiſe proper for any ſerions matter, I reſolv'd 
to mike ſom: [port with The Praiſe of Folly +: But 
who the Devil put that in thy head ? y:u'l ſay ; The 
frſt thingy was your ſirnamey. of More, which 
comes ſo near the mord Moriz (Folly) as you are 


far from the thing , Aud that y:u are ſo, all the} 


wwrld will clear you : In the next place, I concein/d | 


this exitreiſe of wit, wols!d, not be leaſt approcſd by 
9:4, inaſmuch as you ave wont to be delighted with 
ſuch kind ef mirth, that is to ſay, neither wnlearn- 
ed, if I am nit miſtaken, nor altogether infipid, 
and in the while courſe of your life, bave play'd the 
p-rt of a Democritus : And though, ſach is the 


excellence of your Tadgement, that *twas ever con- 


trary to that of the peopler, yet ſuch is your .incredi- | 


ble iff ability, and ſweetneſs if temper, that you buth 


can, anddelight to mas Jour ſelf to all men, a mn | 
6 


of all hours : Whorefore, yu nill wit only, with 
gd will accept this ſmall Declamation, but take 


on you the defence of 'r, foraſmuch, as bring de- | 


dicated toyon, it 15 nnw 19 longer mine, but yours : 
Rut perhaps, there will not be wanting ſome wran- 
flers, that may cavil , and charge mey partly, that 
thefe tvyes are lighter than my become a Divine, 
and part'y, more biting, than may beſeem the mode- 
fly of a Chriſtian, and conſequently exclaimy that 

| [ 
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; I reſemble the Ancient Comedy, or another Lucian, 


for what injuſtice is it, that when we allow every 


To Sir Thomas Move. 


—— 


and ſnarle at every thing. : But | would have them, 
whans the lightneſs, or foolery of the Argument m+y 
offend, to conſider, that mine is nat the firſt of this 
kind, but-the (ume thing, that has been often pra- 
Ei, d evenly great Authors ; when Homer,ſo ma» 
ny Ages ſince, did the like with the battel of Frogs 
and Mice 3 Virgil, with the Gnat, and Paddings, 
Ovid, with the Nut , When Polycrates, and his 
Corrector Iſocrates, exto.'d Tyranny; Glanco, 
Injuſtice ; Favorinus, Defurmity, and the quar« 
tan Agne ; SynelſCius, Baldneſs, Lucian, the 
Fly, and Flattery : When Seneca made ſuch ſport 
»i.h Claudius's Canonizations; Plutarch, with 
bis Dialogue between Ulyfles and Gryllus3 Lucian 
and Apuleius, with the Aſſe; and ſome other, 1 
know wt who, with the Hog that made his loſt Will 
and Teſtament of which alſo,even $, Jerome makes 
mention : And therefore if they pleaſe, let "ems ſug» 
Poſe I play'd at Tables for my diverſion, or if they 
had rather have it ſo, that [r:d on a Hobby-burſe : 


courſe of life its Recreation, that Study only, ſhou'd 
ave none, ef peciall Y, when fa wch toyes, are nt with- 
out their ſerious matter, and foolery 1s ſo handled, 
that the Reader that is uit altogether thick-thait'd, 
may reap more benefit from 't, than from ſome ment 
crabliſh, and ſpecicus Arguments? As mhen one, 
with long fiudy, and great pains, patches m-ny pieces 
3 together, 
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together, en the praiſe of Rhetorick,, or Philoſophy ; 
another, makes a Panegyrick to a Prince 3 another, 
encourages him ty a War againſt the Turks 3 an- 
ther, tells you what will become of the world, «fter 
himſelf is dead ; and another, finds out ſome new 
device 58 the better crderiv,g of Goats-wooll : for 
as nothing is more trifling than to treat of ſerious 
mitters triflinoly; ſy nothing c.rries a letter gr=ce, 
than ſo to diſcourſe of trifles, as a man may ſeem to 
have intended them leaſt + Fir my own part, Let 
other men judge of what I have written; thimgh 
yet, unleſſe an woerweening pinion of my ſelf, may 
hove made me biind in my own c:uſe, I have prais'd 
Folly, bat nit altogethcr fooliſhiy : And now, to 
ſay ſomewhat, to that ather cavil , of biting 3 this 
literty was ever permitted to all mens wits, to make 
their ſmart witty refleftions on the common errors of 
mankind, and that tro, without iffence, as long as 
this liberty does not run into licentionſneſ7; which 
makes me the mire admire the tender earrg of the 
men if this ages that can away with ſolemn Titles, 
Nay, yeu'l meet with ſomc, ſo prepoſterouſly religi- 
ons, that they will ſconer endure the broadeſt ſciffs, 
even againſt Chriſt himſelf, than hear the Pope or 
a Prince be tuucht in the leaſt , eſpecially, if it le 
any thing that cincerns their profit 3 whereas he that 
ſo taxes the lives of men, with.ut naming any one 
in particular, whither I pray, may he be ſaid to 
bite, or rather to teach, and admoniſh ? or other 


wiſe, 


To Sir Thomas Move. 


wiſe, I beſeech ye, under how many notions do Þ tax 
my ſelf ? Beſides, he that ſpares no ſort of men, 
cann't be ſaid to be angry, with any one in particn- 
lr, but the vices of all; And thereforey, if there 
ſhall happen to le apy one, that ſhall ſay he is hits 
he will but diſcover, either his guilt or fear 3 Saint 
Jerome ſported in this kind with more freedome, 
and greater ſharpneſſe, not ſparing ſometimes, mens 
very name. But I, beſides that 1 have wholly a- 
voided it, 1 have ſo m derated my ſtile, that the un- 
derſtanding Reader, will eafily perceive, my endea- 
vours berein, were rather to make mirth, than bite : 
Nur have I, after the Example of Juvenal, raked 
up that forgotten fink, of filth and ribaldry, but 
laid before you , things, rather ridiculous, than diſ- 
honeſt : And now, if there be any one, that is yet diſ- 
ſatisfied, let him at leaſt remember, that it is no diſ- 
honogr, to be diſcommended by Folly yz and having ; 
brought ber in, ſpeaking, it was but fit, that I 
hept up the charatter of the perſon, But why do 
I run over theſe things to you, a perſon ſo excellent 
an Adwvecate, that no man better defends his Client, 
theugh the cauſe many timer, be none of the beſt ? 
Farenell, my leſt diſputant More, and ftontly de- 
fend your Moriz. 


From the Country, 
the 5th. of the 


Ides of Fune. 
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n Oration, of feigned matter » ſpoken by 
Folly 13 her own Perſon, 


4$d$2:400d T what rate ſoever the World 
Þ. talks of me ( for I am not ig- 
2 A norant, what an ill report Fully 
> 

$36bÞ 


hath got, even amongft the 
molt Fooliſh Y yet, that I am 
that She, that onely-She, whoſe. 


Deity recreates both gods and men 3 even this 
is a ſufficient Argument, That I no ſooner ſept 
up to ſpeak to this full Aſſembly, than, all your 
aces put on.a kind of new,and unwonted plea- 

| B ſantneſs 


2. ' More Encomiumy Or, 


. Juch as our Friend A 4as, once gave to Pan; 
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aid 


ſantneſs 3 ſo ſuddenly have you clear'd yoſ! 
brows, and with fo frolique and hearty a laug} 
ter given me your applauſe; that, in troth 
as many of you as I behold, on every fide « 
me, ſeem to me, no leſs than Homers's god 
drunk with Nettar and Nepenthe ; whereas | 
fore, ye ſat as lumpiſh and penlive, as if ye 
had come ( & Trophonti ſpeen ) from conſpultin 
an Oracle, And as it uſually happens , wher 
the Sun begins to ſhew his Beams; or when, 
after a ſharp Winter , the Spring breathes a- 
freſh on the Earth, all things immediately get 
a new face, new coloar;and recover, as it vere 
a certain kind of youth aSain ; In like mans 
ner, by but beholding me, ye have in an in- 
ſtant gotten another kind of Countenance 
and fo, what the otherwiſe great Rhetoricianz, 
with their tedious, and long-ſtudied Orations, 
can hardly efte& ( to wit) To remove the trau- 
ble of the Mind, I have done it at once, with 
my lingle look : But if ye ask me, Why 1 
appear before vou ir this ſtrange dreſs, be 
pleas'd to lend me your ears, and Ile. tell you: 
not thole ears (1 mean ) ye carry to Churc 

but abroad with ye, ſuch as ye are wont to 
prick upto Jusglers, Fools, and Buffons, arid 


for [ am diſpos'd awlnle , to. play the So- 
phiſter with ye-3 not of their fort, who, now 
adays 
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{days , buzle Young-mens heads with certain 
pty notions, and curious trifles, yet teach 
hem nothing, but 'a more than Womaniſh 
pbſtinacy of ſcolding : but Vie imitate thoſe 
\ntients, who, that they might the better a- 
oid that infamous appellation of ( Sophi, or ) 
iſe, choſe rather to be call'd Sophiſters x 
heir buſineſs was to celebrate the Praiſes of 
he gods and valiant men. And the like Enco- 
inm ſhall ye hear from me, but neither of 
ercales, nor Solon, but mine own dear Self , 
hat is to ſay, Folly : Nor do I eſteem thoſe 
iſe-men a ruſh, that call it a fooliſh, and 
nſolent thing to praiſe ones ſelf. Be it as 
ooliſh as they wonld make it, ſo they confeſs 
t proper : and what can be more, than that 
Folly be her own Trumpet? For who gan ſer 
me out better than my ſelf, nnleſs perhaps 
I could be better known to another, than te 
my ſelf ? Though yer, I chink it ſomewhat more 
modeſt, than the general p'a&tice of our No- 
bles, and Wiſe men, who throwing away all 
ſhame, hire ſome flatterins Orator, or Lying 
Poet, from whoſe mouth they may hear their 
praiſes, that is to ſay, meer lyes; and yet, 
ompoling themſelves with a ſeeming modetity, 
pread out their Peacocks plumes , and erect - 
their Creſts, whilt this impudent Flatterer e- 
quals a man-of nothins to the gods, and pro- 
B 2 poſes 
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poles him, as an abſolute pattern of all Viet 
rue , that's wholly -a ranger to't, ſets out'a 
pitiful Jy in others Feathers,waſhes the Blacks 
moor white , and lattly ( ex muſce Elephan- 
tem } ſwells a Gnat to an Elephant : In ſhore, 
I will follow that old Proverb, that ſays, He 
may lanfu'ly praiſe himſcif , that lives for from 
N:ighbonrs : Though , by the way, I cannot 
but wonder. at the ingratitude, ſhall I fay, or 
negligence of Men, who, notwithſtanding they 
honour me in the firſt place , and are willi 

enough to confeſs my bounty, yet not one 

them, for theſe ſo many apes, has there been, 
who in ſome thankful Oration , has ſet out 
the praiſes of Fo/lys when yet there has not 
wanted them, whoſe elaborate endeavours, have 
extol'd Tyrants, Apgues, Flyes, Baldneſs, and 
ſuch other Peſts of Nature, ro their own 
loſs of both time and ſleep. And now ye ſhall 
hear from me a plain extemporary ſpeech, 
but ſo much the truer ; nor would I have ye 
think it, like the reſt of Orators, made for the 
Olftentation of Wit; for theſe, as ye know, 
when they have been beating their heads 
ſome thirty years about an Oration, and, at 
, laſt, perhaps produce ſomewhat, that was nes 
ver their own, ſhall yet ſwear they compos'd 


; Or, 


4 


ithn three dayes, and that too for divertion : 


_ wlereas Il eyer liktit belt, to ſpeak ( quicquid 
in 
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in buccam venerit )- whatever came firſt ont ; 
Bitler none of ye expett from me, that, af- 
ter the manner of Rhetoricians, I ſhould go a- 
bout to Define what I am, much lefs, ule any 
Divilion; for I hold it equally unlucky, to cir- 
cumſcribe her, whoſe Deity is univerſal , or 
make the leaſt Div.ſion in that Worſhip, abort 


#. 


which every thins is ſo generally agree'd : 


Or to what purpoſe, think ye, thould Edeſcribe 
my ſelf, when I am here prefent before ye, 
and ye behold me ſpeaking? For 1 any, as 
ye ſee, that true and onelv giver of wealth, 
whom the Greeks call Moaz, the Lazines'\Stal- 
fitia, (.and our plain Engliſh, Eo'ly: ) Or 
what need was there to have ſaid ſo much, as 
if my very looks were not ſuffient to inform 
ye, who I am? Or as if any man miſtaking me 
for Wiſedome, could not at firit tight convince 
himſelf by my face, the-rrue index of'mym nd? 
I am ro Counterfeit, nor do I carry one thing 
in my looks and another in my breatt : Noz 1 
am inevery reſped ſo like my ſelf, that.nei- 
ther can they d flemble me , who arrogate 
to themſelves, the'' appearance and: title of 
Wiſemen , and walk ( in ruronura fimie”) like 
eAfſſes in Scarlet-koods,, though after-alÞtheir 
hypocrifie , :dar's ears will diſcover their 
Maſter : A moſt ingrateful generation omen, 
that when they are wholly given'up. to mv 


B 3 Party 


” ? 
TY 


km. Ga < 
"ma 


6 Moriz Encomium ; Or, 


—_ 


C——_—_— 


party, are yet publickly alham'd ot the name, 
as taking ic for + reproach z» 4or which cauſe, 
ſince intruth they are ( Magir«]0s ) Fools, and 
i} vet wo.ld appear to the World, to be Wiſe 
F men, and Thaless, Wee'll eva call 'em 
7 ( Mog9534s ) Wiſe-fools : Nor will it be amiſs 
'F alſo, to imitate the Rhetoricians of our times, 
| who think themſelves in a manner Gods, if, like- 
Horſe-leeches , they can, but appear to be 
double-tongu'd; and believe they have done 
a mighty a&, if in their Latin Orationss they 
can but ſhiMe-in ſome ends of Greek ( like 
Moſaick-work) though altogether by head and 
ſhoulders, and leſs to the purpoſe : And if they 
want hard words, they run over ſome Worm- 
eaten Manuſcript, and pick out half a Dozen 
of the moſt old and abſolete, toconfound their 
Reader ; believing, no doubt, that they that un- 
derſtand their meaning, will like 1t the better; 

and they that do not, will admire it the more, 

by how much the lefle ' they underſtand it; 

F: Nor,: is this way of ours, of admiring what 

| ſeems moſt Forreign , without it's particular 

i Sraces for if there happen to be any more am* 

| bitious than others, they may give their ap- 

4 plauſe with a ſmile , and like the Ade 
, (Te gTe xiracr) ſhake their. etrs, that they 
| 
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may be thought to underſtand more , than the 
reſt of their neighbours. But to cometo the 


pur poſe ; 
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purpole : I have giv'n ve My natie : bur what 
Epithet ſhall I adde ? What ? but chat of the mf 
Fuoliſh> For by what properer name, can fo 
great a goddeſs as Folly, be known to her 
Diſciples ? And becauſe it is not alike known 
toall, from what ſtock I am ſpruns 3 with the 
Muſes good leave, Ile do my endeavour to ſa- 
tisfle you : But yet neither the firlt Chaos, 
Orcas, Saturn, or Faphet , nor any of thoſe 
thred-bare muſty Gods, were my Fatifer, bur 
( Plutas ) Kiches ; That only he, that is} in 
ſpight of Heſ,d , Homer, nay, and Jupiter 
himlelf ( Divim Pater atque Hominum 
Rex ) the Father of Gods and Men; at whoſe 
ſingle beck, ( as heretofore, ſo at preſent ) all 
things Sacred and Prophane are turn'd toplie 
turvy : According to whoſe Pleaſure, War, 
Peace, Empire, Counſels, Judgements, Aﬀent- 
blies, Wedlocks , Barga:ns , Eeagies, Laws, 
Arts, all things Light or Serious I want 
breath in ſhort, all the publick and pri- 
vate buſineſs of mankind, is govern'd ; With- 
out whoſe help, all that Herd of Gods, of the 
Poets making , and thoſe few of the better 
ſort of the reſt, either would not beatall; or, 
if they were, they would be but ( 5uubor70r) ſueb 
as live at home, and keep a prior houſe to them- 
ſelves3 and to whomſoever hee's an Enemy, 
*tis not Pallas her ſelf that can befriend hi: 
B 4 as 
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as on the contrary, he whom he favours, ma 
lead Fwpiter, and his Thunder in a ftri 

i! This is my Father (,—— Hmjus me glorior <; 
\ and in him I glory : Nor did he produce me 

from his brain, as Jupiter , that ſowre and i 
look'd Pallas; but ( ex Neotete Nympha 

C [ of that lovely Nymph, call'd Youth , the me 

ob beautiful, and galliard of all the reſt : Not'wa 
1 I, like that limping Black-ſmith, begot in the 

Fa fad and irkſome bonds of Matrimony; b 

which is much more pleaſant(iy pixirul: wryhess 
in the heat of luſt, as ſays our Father Homer; 

Yet, miſtake me not, *twas not that blind, and 
decrepit Plutus in Ariſtophanes, that got me 
but ſuch as he was in his full ttrengthyand pri 
of youth ; and not that onely , but at ſuch x 
time when he- had been well heated with 
Ne&ar, of which he had, at one of the Ban- 
quets of the Gods, taken a doſe extraqrdina- 
ry: And as to the place of my birth , for- 

aſmuch as now adays, that is look'd upon, & 
| a main point of Nobility, it was neither ( like 

f' Abpollo's } in the floating Delos , nor ( Venu- 

v like ) on the rolling Sea, nor in any of blind 

I Homer's as blind Caves; but in the fortunate 

Iſlands , where ( ——ſponte ſud per ſe d«b: 
omma tellus ) all things grew , without pl owing, 
or ſowing; Where neither Labour, nor Old 
age, nor Diſeaſe, was ever heard of; and = 
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hoſe felds, neither Daffadil, Mallows, O- 
yons, Beans, . and ſuch contemptible things 
ould ever grow; But, on the contrary, 
ne, Angelica, By2loſſe , Marjoram , Tre- 
viles, Roſes, Violets, Lillies, and all the 
ardens of Adonis, invite both your {ight, and 
our ſmelling. And being thus born, I did not 
degin the world, as other Children are wont, 
ith crying; but ſtreight perch'd up, and 
mil'd on my mother : Nor do envy to the 
vreat Jupiter , the Goat his Nurſe, foraſmuch 
$I was ſuckled by two jolly Nymphs, to wit, 
Drunkenneſt, the daughter of Bacchus, and 
[onorar.ce of Pan : And as for ſuch my com- 
panions, and followers, as ye perceive about 
me, if you have a mind to know who they are, 
ye are not like to be the wiſer for me, unleſſe 
it be in Greek : This here which you obſerve 
with that proud calt of her eye is ( grarſla ) * 
Seſf-lve ; - She with the ſmiling countenance, 
that is ever and anon clapping her hands, is 
(Kaaxle ) Flattery ; She that looks as if ſhe 
were half afleep, is ( Ailn) Otlivmon; She 
that fits leaning on both Elbows with her hands 
clutch'd together, is ( Mioororia )) Lazineſs: 
She wich the Garland on her head, and that 
ſmells ſo ſtrong of perfumes, is ( "Herd ) 
Pleaſare : She with thoſe taring eyes, mo- 
ving here and there, is ( Aroie ) _—_— : 
e 
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She with the ſmooth Skin, and full pam 
body, is { Tevgn ) Wantonneſs : Andasto tf 
two Gods that ye ſez with them, the one i 
( Kau©-) Intemperance ; the other, (Niyes ; 
Crr@- ) Dead Sleep, Theſe, I fay, arein 
houſhold Servants, and, by their faithful Cour 
ſels, I have ſubje&ed all things to my Domi 
nion, and erected an empire over Empero 
themſelves : Thus have ye had my Lineage, E 
ducation, and Companions. And now, leſt1 
may ſeem to have taken upon me the named 
Goddeſs, without cauſe; you ſhall in the nen 
place underitand, how far my D-ity extene 
and what advantage by*tI have brought, both to 
Gods and Men. For, if it was not unwiſely faic 
by ſome body, That this only 1s to be a God, 
To help Men;and if they aredeſervedly enroll'd 
amonsthe Gods, that firit brought in Corn, and 
* Wine, and ſach other things,as are for the com- 
mon good of mankind; Why am not I of right 
(the daga 07 ) firſt of all the gods,who being but 
one, yet beſtow all things on all men? For firſt, 
What is more ſweet or more precious than Life 
And yet from whom can it more properly be 
faid ro comethan from me? For neither (3&eque- 
Teas Palladis haſta) the Crab-favour'd Pallas's 
Spear, nor ( veqranyighte Jovis agis ) the Clouds 
gathering Jupiters Shield, either beget, or pro- 
pagate mankind ; Bat even he himſelf, agen 
; & 
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r of Gods, and King of Men ( qui n«ts 
fattat Olympum) at whoſe ery beck, the 
avens ſhaks , muſt lay-by his forked thunder, 
| thoſe looks wherewith he conquer'd the 
ants, and with which at pleaſure he frights 
reſt of the Gods, and, like a Common 
ge- player, put on a Diſguiſe, as often as he 
5 about that, which now and then he do's, 
It is to ſay (TerÞorory ) the getting of chil= 
n : And the Szoicks too , that: conceive 
>»mſelves next to the Gods, yet ſhew me one 
them, nay, the veryeſt Bygot of the SeR, 
d if he do not put off his beard, the badge 
Wiſdom , though yet it be no more than 
lat is common with him and Goats 3 yet at 
aſt, he muRt lay-by his ſupercilious Gravity, 
ooth his forehead, ſhake oft his rigid Prin- 
ples, and, for ſome time, commit an a& of 
ly, and. dotage : In fine, that Wiſeman, 
ho ever he be, if he intends to have Chil- 
en, muſt have recourſe to me. But why, ac- 
ording to my wonted way, do not I ſpeak 
ore plainly to ye ? Is it the head, 1 pray; or 
Ice, or breaſt, or hand, or ear, which yet 
re reckon- our comely parts, that begets, or 
rinss forth Gods, and Men? I think not g bur 
en that part, which is ſo fooliſh, and ridicu- 
dusz; that I cannot ſo much as name it withaut 
aughter 3 This, this is that holy ſpring, from 
whence 
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whence all things more truly draw their beir 
than from Pythagra's ( Qu ternio ) mixt 
of Elements : But tell me, I beſeech 
Woat Man is that , would ſubmit his neck, 
the Nooſe of Wedlock, if, as Wiſemen ſhou 
he did butfirſt truly weigh the inconvenient 
of the rhino? Or what Womanis there, wou 
ever goto', did ſhe ſeriouſly conlider , eit 
the peril of Child-bearing, or the trouble 
bringing them up? $9 then, if ye owe ye 
beings to Wedlock, ye owe that Wedlock, 
this my follower, Madneſs ; and what ye « 
to me , I have already rold ye: Againy f 
that has but once try'd, what it is, would ſhe 
do ye think, make a ſecond venture, if i 
were not for my, other Companion, Oblivion 
Nay, even Venus her ſelf, notwithſtandine 
what ever Lucretius has ſaid, would not deny 
but that all her vertue were lame, and fruitle 
without the help of my Deity : For out of that 
Iittle, odd, ridiculous May-game , came the 
ſupercil:ous Pailoſophers, in whoſe room have 
ſucceeded, a kind of people, the world cal 
Monks, Cardinals, Prieſts, and the moſt holy 
Popes : And Laſtly, all that Rabble of the 
Poets-Gods, with which Heaven is fo thwack' 
and throng,d, that, though it be of ſo vaſt an 
extent , theyare hardly able to croud one by 
another : But I think it a ſmall matter , that 


ye 
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thus owe your beginning of lite to me, 
leſs I alſo ſhew you , that , whatever be- 
fic you receive in the progreſs of it, is of 
y gift likewiſe: For, what other is this > Can 
ar be call'd life, where ye take away plea- 
ire? On! Do ye like what I ſay! Iknew 
one of you could have fo little Wit, or ſo 
uch folly, or Wiſdom rather , as to be .of 
other opinion : for even the Srtoicks 
emſelves, that ſo ſeverely cry'd down plea- 
re, did but handſomly diflemble, and rail'd 
zainft it tothe common People, to no other 
nd, but that having diſcourag'd them from it, 
hey might the more plentifully enjoy it them- 
lves : But tell me, by J-piter , what part of 
nans life is that,that is not ſad,crabbed, unplea- 
ne, inſipid, troubleſome , unleſs it be ſea- 
oned with Pleaſure, that is to ſay, Fol/z? For 
he proof of which , the never-ſuthciently 
drais'd Sophecles, in that bis happy Elogy of 
$ ('Ev my ggorer pndir, ndis@- Bis To 
now noth.ng , 1s the onely happine|s ) might 
de Authority enough , /but that I intend 
o take every particular by it's ſelf. And 
rſt, Who knows not, but a mans Infan- 
ys is the merrieſt part of life to himſelf, 
nd mott acceptable to others? For, what 
is that in them, which we kiſs, <cmbrace, 
cheriſh, nay Enemies ſuccour ; but this 
| witch- 


— 
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witchcratt ot Folly ? Which, wiſe Nature di 
of purpoſe give them.into the world with then 
that they might the more pleaſantly paſſe-oz 
the toil of Education, and as it were flattefi 
the care and diligence of cheir Nurſes : Anh; 
then for Youth , which is in ſuch reputatior 


every where; how do all men tayour ity flu 
dy to advance it, and lend it their helpinge 


hand ? And whence, I pray, all this Grace} 
Whence, but from me ? by whoſe kindneſs 
* as it underſtands, as little as may be, . it is al 
ſo for that reaſon, the higher priviledged fron 
exceptions 3 and I am miſtaken, if, when it i 
prom up, and, by experience and diſcipline 
rought to favour ſomething like Man, if i 
the ſame inſtant that beauty does not fade, it's 
livelineſs decay, it's pleaſantneſs grow flat, and 
it's briskneſs fail : And by how much the fur 
ther it runs from me, by ſo much the leſs j 
lives, till it comes to ( —wmoleſta Senethus 
the burthen of Old -ge, not onely hateful to 
others, but toit ſelf alſo : Which alſo were alto- 
gether inſupportable , did not 1 pitty it's 
condition, in being preſent with it, and, as the 
Poets-gods were wont to allift ſuch as were 
dving with ſome pleaſant Metamorphatis, help 
their decrepitneſs, as much as in me lies, by 
bringing them back to a ſecond childhood, from 
whence they are not improperly called ( Te» 
AluTaids 
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iuteides ) T wice-Children : Which, if ye'ask 
e how I do it, I ſhall not be ſhy-in the point. 
bring them to our River Lethe / for it's 
p-ing-head riſes in the Fortunate Iſlandss and 
nG@hac other of Hell, is but a Brook in compari- 
Won ) from which, as ſoon as they have drunk 
lown a ſong forgetfulneſs, they waſh away by 
Weorees, the perplexity of their minds, and fo 
ax youns again : But perhaps, yow'll fayg 
hey are tooliſh & detins : Admit it 3 'Tis the 
ery eſſence of Child-hood ; as if to be ſuch 
erenotto bea fool ? Or that, that conditi- 
dn had any thing pleaſant in it, bur chat it un- 
eWerſtood nothing ? for, who would not look 
pon that Child as a Prodigy , that ſhonld 
"have as much Wiſdome as a Man ? according 
o that common Proverb ( Odi pucra/um pre- 
cs ſapientia ) 1 do not like a Child that s a 
an too ſoon : Or who would endure a Con- 
rſe,or Friendſhip with that Old-man, who,to 
0 large an experience of things, had joyn'd an 
2qual ſtrength of mind, and ſharpneſs of jadge- 
ent? And therefore for this reaſon it is, that 
Md-age dotes ; and that it does ſo, it' is behol- 
ins tome ; yet not withſtanding, is this do- 
ard exempt from all thoſe cares that diſtrat 
Wiſeman ; he isnot the lefs pot- Companions 
or is he ſenſible of that burden of 1:te, whictr 
he more manly Age finds enough to " to 
ſtand 
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ſtand upright under't: And ſometimes too. 
like Plas:#s's Old-man, he returns to his thredff,c 
Letters (_ 4.44. O. ) the moſt unhappy of 

all things living, if he rightly underſtood, wha 
he did in'c: Vnd yet, ſo much do I befrier 
him, that I make him well receiv'd of hi 
friends, and no unpleaſant Companionz for a, 
much as, according to Homer, Niſtor's dif 
courſe Was pleaſanter than FH ney, M, 

du'cior flait Oratio; whereas Achilles's was bott 
bitter and malicious ; and that of Old-me 


as he has it in another place, florid : In which. 


reſpe& alſo, they have this advantage of chil 
dren, in that they want the onely pleaſure off 


t'others life, we'll ſuppoſe it pratling :- Addefſ;; 


cothis, thatold men are more eagerly deligh 

ted with children, and they again, with Old 

men (—— Juorey &ye nds is Thy Juoroy Nike to 
like, quoth -the Dive to the Collier ; For what 
difference between them, but that the one has 
more wrinckles and years upon his head than 
the other ? Otherwiſe the brightneſs of their, 
hair, toothleſs month, weakneſs of body, love 
of Milk, broken ſpeech, chatting, toying, for- 
getfulneſs, inadvertency ; and, briefly,all other 
their ations, agree in every thing : and by 
how much the nearer they approach to this 
Old-age, by ſo much they grow backward, into 
the likeneſs of Children; until, like them, they 


% 
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OoS-afs from life, to death,” without any wearineſs 
WE the one, or ſenſe of t'other : And, now, let 
Mim that will, compare the benefits they re- 
Wcive by me, with the Metamorphoſes of the 
ods; of whom, I ſhall not mention, - what 
hey have done in their pettiſh humours,. but 


Where they have been moſt favourable ; turn- 


ns one into a Tree, another into a'Bird, a 
Whird :into a Graſhopper, Serpent, or the 
ike; as if there were any difference between 
periſhing , and being another thing ! But I 
Feltore the ſame man, tothe beſt, and happieſt 
Wart of his life. And if Men would but re>: 
Train from all commerce with Wiſdom, and 
*Wive up themſelves to be govern'd by me, they 
ould never know, what it were to be old,bur 
olace themfelves with a perpetual youth : Do 
but obſerve ourgrim Philoſophers , that are 
perpetually beating their brains on knotty 
Subjeas,' and for the moſt part, you'll find 
em grown old, before they are ſcarce young3 
ind whence is it, but that: thier continual , 
ind | reſtleſs thoughts, inſenſ{ibly prey upon 
heir ſpirits, and dry up their Radical Moti- 
ure f Whereas, on the contrary , my fat 
ools, are as plump, and round as a Feſtpha- 
ian Hogs; and never ſenlible of old age, un- 
eſs perhaps, as'ſometimes it rarely happens, 
hey come. to be RO with Wiſdom ; = 
Ar 
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hard athing it is, for a man to be happy in 
things : | and to this e, is that no ſn 
reftimony of che Proverb, that ſayes, F 
the onely thing, that keeps Touth at a ſtay, 
Old age of > off; us it is verifi'd in the By 
ders, of whom, there goes this common 
ings Thet Age, which is wont to render other Mi 
wiſer, makes them the greater Fools; and yell 
there is ſcarce any Nation, of a more jocut 
converſe, or that is leſs ſenſible of the mic 
ry of Old age, than they are : And to theſe 
as in ſcituation, ſofor manner of living,ce 
neareft, my friends the Ho/landers; and 
ſhould I qor call them mine, ſince they are 
diligent obſervers of me , that they are cot 
monly call'd by my name? of which they are 
far from being aſham'd,they rather pride the! 
ſelves in*'t: Let the fooliſh world then 
packing, and ſeek out edeas , Circes, Ve 
fes, Aurora's, and T know not what other For 
eains of reſtoring Youth, I am ſure, TI am tl 
onely perſon, that both can, and have mat 
it good : Tis I alone, that have that wonde 
ful Juice, with which Afemnens daughter ro 
long*d the youth of her Grandfather Tits 


I am that Yenus, by whoſe favour, Phaon be 
came ſo young again, that S_ fell in k 


with him - Mine are thoſe Herbs, if yet ther 
be any ſuch; mine thoſe Charms, and mit 
that Fountain, that not onely reſtores depart 


Youth, but, which is more delirable, pre- 

| perpetual : And if ye all ſubſcribe to 
is Opinion , that nothing is - better than 
duth, or more execrable than Age, I con- 
ive you cannot but ſee , how much ye are 
Wdebred to me, that have retain'd fo great a 


dod, and fhut out fo great an evil; Bue why 


vld ] altogether ſpend my breath in ſpeaking of 


ortals? View Heayen round, and let him 
it will, reproach me with my name, if he 


{ d any one of the Gods, that were not ſtink- 


5, and cm_——_— were he not made 
ceptable by my Deity : Whence is it that 
chaus is always a Stripling, and buſhy-hair'd ? 
t becauſe he is mad, and drunk, and ſpends 


s life in m— Dancing, Revels, and 


iy-gamesz Not hs ng ſo much as the leaſt 
iety with Pallas: And laſtly, he is fo far 
Om deſiring to be accounted wiſe, that he 
lights to worſhipp'd with Sports and 
mbals; nor is he diſpleas'd with the Pro» 
rb, that gave him the ſirname of Fool ( Me» 


cho ftultior ) A greater Fool then Bacchns ; 


t 


hich name of his was chang'd to Morychnr, 
r that Som Foam the gates of his Temple, 
e wanton ntrey people, were wor* to 
danb him with new Wine , and Figgs: 
d of ſcoffs, what not, hath not che antient 
pmediesthrown on him? O faoliſh God, ſay 
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they,and worthy to be born as thou wert,ofi| 
Father's th gh: And yet, who had not rather 

thy Fool,and Sot, alwayes merry , ever your 
and making ſport for other ak ot than eitl 
Homer's Jupiter, with his crooked Counce 
terrible rocvery one, or old Pax with his 

bubs, or ſmutty F'#=/can half cover'd with 

ders, or even Pallas herſelf, ſo dreadful wid,, 
her Gorgon's Head, and Spear, and a Count: 
nance like Bul-beef: Why is Cpid alway 
Pourtrai'd like a Boy, but becauſe he is a vert 
Wagsg, and can neither dc, nor ſo much 
think of any thing ſober ? Why Venus, ever i 
her prime, but becauſe of her affinity wit 
me? Witneſs that colour of her Hair, ſo re 
ſembling my Father, from whence ſhe is cal 

( Venus aurea) the golden Venus + And lai 
ever laughing, if ye give any credit to the Þ 
ets, or their followers, the Statuaries : Wh 
Deity did - the Rozs4ns ever more religioul 
Adore, than that of Flora, the foundreſs of 
pleaſnre ? Kay , if ye ſhould but dilige 
ſearch the lives of the moſtſowre, and morol 
of the Gods, out of Hemery and thereſt of tl 
Poets; you would find 'em all but ſo man 
pieces of Fol/y, ,And to what purpoſe ſho 
I run over any of the other gods tricks , whe 
ye know enough of TJwpiters looſe Love 
when that chaſt Djanaz ſhall ſo far forget he 
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Sexe, as to be ever hunting, and ready to periſh 
or Endymion ? But I had rather they ſhoald 
ear theſe things from A{-mmsr, from whom 
teretofore, they were wont to have their ſhares, 
ill in one of their angry humours, they tum- 
bled him, togerhet with Are, Goddeſs of Miſ- 
"Whief, down headlong to the Earth, becauſe his 
Wiſdom /forſooth) unſeaſonably diſturd'd their 
Wappineſs: Nor lince that, dares any mortal 
pive him harbour, thoagh I muſtconfeſs, there 
anted little, but that he had been receiv'd 

nto the Courts of Princes, had not my com- 
panion Flattery reign'd in chief there, with 
hom, and tother, there is no more correſ- 
pondence, than between Lambs, and Wolves : 
from whence it is, that the Gods play the fool, 
with the greater libertv, and more content ro 
themſelves ( cov &yovles ) doing all things care- 
efly, as ſays Father Homer, that is to ſay, with» 
out any one to corre them : For what ridicu- 
lous tiff is there, which that ſtump of the Fig- 
Wtree, Prizpus does not afford *em > What Tricks 
and Legerdemains, with which Afercary does 
not cloak his thefts? What buffonry that 
Vs'canis notguilty of, while one while wich 
his polt-foot, another, with his ſmutcht muzzle, 
another, with his imperrinencies , he makes 
ſport for the reſt of the Gods? As alſo that 
old Fornicator Silenus , with his Countrey- 
&-3 dances, 
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dances ; Polyphemms footing time to tus Cyx 
hammers; the Njmphs with their Jiggs 3 
| Satyrs with their Anticks ; whilſt Pa» m 
| *em all ewitter, with ſome bawdy Ballad, whi 
| yet they had rather heargthan the Muſes the 
1 ſelves, and chiefly when they are well whit 
with Ne&ar: Belides, what ſhould I mentj 
what theſe Gods do, when they are half drunk} 
Now by my troth, ſo fooliſh , that I my ſelf cal 
hardly refrain laughter : But in theſe matter$ 
"were better we remember'd Harpocrate: , lei 
ſome Eves-dropping God or other, take ui 
whiſpering that, which Jſomns onely, has t 

prreencgs of ſpeaking ar length: And 
re, according to Homers example, I think i 
high time to leave the Gods to themſelves, ar 
look down a little on the Earth 3 wherein li 
wiſe, you'll find nothing frolick, or fortunate, 
that it ows notto me : So provident has that 
great Parent- of Mankind, Nature, been, that 
there ſhould not be any thing without it's mix 
ture.and,as it wereſeaſonins of Folly ; For ſince 
according to the definition of the Stoicks, Wi 
| dom is nothing elſe, than to be govern'd | 
+ reaſon ; and, on the contrary, Folly, to be givh 
bf up to thEwill of our Paſſions 3 that the lik if 
man, might not be altogether diſconſolate, 
and hard to away with, 'of how much mort 
\N Paſſion, than Reaſon, has J«picer compos'd us] 
| put 
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tting iN, as one would fay ( Seminncians ad 
em) ſcarce half an oxnce, to a pound : Belides, 
has confin'd Reaſon, ro a narrow corner of 
brain, and left all the reſt of the body, to 
Ir Paſſions: As alſo, ſet up. againſt this one, 
o, as it were maſterleſs Tyranes;; Anger, 
t pollefleth the region of the heart, and 
dnſequently , the very Fountain of : life, 


SY *ww - 


xe Heart itſelf ; and Luſty that ſtretcheth. its 


empire every where; againſt which couble 


( 
Fi 


. 


Wrce , how powerful Reaſon is , let com+ 


ton experience declare z maſmuch as' the, 
thich yet is all ſhe can do, may call out to us 


refill the be hoarſe again, and: tell us the Rules 
@f Honeſty; and Vertue, while they, give up 


he Reins to their Governonur, and make a hi- 
deous clamonr, till at laſt, being wearied, he 
uffer himſelf to be carried , whither they 
pleaſe to hurry him: But foraſmuch as ſuch, 


Wsare born to the bulineſs of the world, have 


ome little ſprinklings of Reaſon, more than 


Whe reſt, yet, that they may the better: man- 


zoe it, even in this, as welt as in-other thipgs, 
hey call me to counfel.; and I give *em fuch, 


Ss is worthy of my ſelf, to wit, That they 


ake to *em awife ; a lilly thing ( God wot ) 
and fooliſh, yet wanton, and pleaſantyby which 
means, the roughneſs of the Maſculine tem- 
per, is. ſeaſon'd, and ſweeten'd by her folly : 

; C 4 .” 
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For, in that Plato ſeems to doubt, under whi 
Genus, he ſhould put woman, to wit, that « 
rational Creatures, or Brutes, he :intended ne 
other in it, than to ſhew the apparent fol 
of th&$exe 3 for, if perhaps any of: them goe 
abont, to be thought wiſer than the reſt, what 
elſe does ſhe do, but play the fool twice; a 
if a man ſhould ( Bovem ad ceroma:) teach 
Cow to dance ( invitay reluttant fque, Minerva ) 
thing quite againſt the hiir : For, as'it doub 
thecrime, it any one ſhould put s diſguiſe 
upon Nature , or endeavour to bring her tc 
that, ſhe will in no wiſe bear, accarding tc 
that Proverb of the Greeks { Simi, eft fim 
etiamſs purpura veſtiatur) An Ape, it "an Ape 
though clad in Scarlet ; So, a woman, /is a we 
man ſtill, that is to ſay, fooliſh, let her put or 
what ever V.zirdſhe pleaſe : Bur, by the way 
I hope that Sexe is not ſo fooliſh, as to take of 
fence at this, thatI my ſelf,being a womg 
and Folly too, have attributed Folly. to them 
For if they weigh it right, they needs muſt 
acknowledg, that they owe it to Folly, that 
they are more fortunate than men. As fi 
their Beauty, which, and that not without 
cauſe, they prefer before every thing, (i 

y its means they exerciſe a Tyranny eve! 
wu Tyrants themſelves ; otherwiſe 

ence proceeds that ſowre look, raus} 
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ſkin, buſhy beard , and ſuch other things, 
as ſpeak plain Old age in a man, but from 
that Diſeaſe of Wiſdom ? whereas womens 
Cheeks, are ever plump, and ſmooth, their 
Voice ſmall, their Skin ſoft, as if they imi- 
Wrated a certain kind of perpetual Youth. 
Again, what greater thing- do they. wiſh in 
their whole lives, than that they may pleaſe 
the Men? For, ro what other purpoſe are 
all thoſe Drefſes , Waſhes, Baths , | Cur- 
iſkeſlings , Slops, Perfumes, and thoſe ſeveral 
Wlictle tricks, of ſetting their Faces » painting » 
heir Eye-brows, and ſmoothing rheir Skins ? 
And now tell me ,-what higher Lerters 'of 
Recommendation have they to mer, than this 
Foliy? For, what is it, they do not permit 
em to do? and ro what other purpoſe, than 
that of pleaſure ? wherein ye”, their folly is me 
the leaſt things that pleaſeth; which how 
true it is, 1 think no one will deny, that 
does but conlider with himſeif, what fool- 
Wiſh Diſcourſe, and odd Gambals , paſs be- 
Wtween a many and his woman, as oft as he 
has a mind to be gameſome * And fo I 
W have ſhown ye whence the firlt and chief». 
Welt delight of mans. life ſprings : Bat there 
are ſome, you'il ſay, and thoſe too, none. of 
the youngett, that have a greater kindnels 
for the Pot, than the Petticoat , and pon 
r 
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their chiefeſt pleaſure in good fellowſhip 
Ef there can be any great entertainment, witt 
out 2 woman at it, let others look to't; thi 
I am ſure, there was never any pleaſant, 
which Folly gave not the rekiſh to : Infomuch, 
that, if they find no occaſion of Laughter, 
they ſend for ( yruwrorotey quempiam ) one 
that may mike it , or hire ſome Buffon f 
terer whoſe ridiculous diſcourſe , may p 
by the Gravity of the company : For, 
what purpoſe were it y to clogg our 


macks with Dainties, Junkets , and the like 


Stuff ; unleſs our Eyes, and Ears, nay 
whole Mind, were likewiſe entertain'd with 
omar $9navrry and Laughter ? But of theſe 

ind of ſecond Courſes, I am the onely 
Cook 3 Though yet, thoſe ordinary praRtiſes 
of our Feaſts, as chooling a King, throw- 
ing Dice , drinking Healths , trouling 
3t Round , dancing the Cuſhion , and the 
like y were not invented by the ſeven 
Wiſe Men, but my Self , and that too, 
for the common pleaſure of Mankind; 
The nature of all which things is ſuch, 
that the more of Folly they have, the more 
they conduce to Humane Life, which, if it 
were unpleaſant, did not deſerve the name of 
Life; and other than ſuch, it could not well 
be, did not theſe kind of Diverſions , —_— 
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troubleſome impertinence, of our Relati- 
5 Vilies:But perbaps there are ſome, tharneg- 
this way of pleaſure, and reſt fatisfi'd in 
enjoyment of their Friends, calling friend- 
ip the moſt deſirable of all things ; more ne- 
ary, than cither air, fre, or water z fo de- 
ble, that he that ſhall take it outof the 
orld, had as good put out the Sun ; and laſt- 
, fo commendable , if yet that make any 
ing to the matter, that neither the Philoſo- 
hers themſelves, doubted to reckon it 
jeir chiefeſt good : Bur what if I ſhew you, 
dat I am bath ( prova & puppis) the beginni 
end, of this ſo. great good alſo? Nor ſhall 
g0 about to prove it by Fallacies, Sorites, Di- 
mma's,or other the like ſubtilties of Logicians, 
if pings quad ainnt Minerva) -f ter my blunt way, 
pint out the thing as clearly as 'ewere with my 
nger : And now tell me, if to wink, flip o- 
r, be blind at, or deceiv'd in, the vices of 
ur friends, nay, to admire, and eſteem rhem 
or Virwes, be not, at leaſt, the nexr degree 
folly » What is it when one kiſſes his Miftreſ- 
s freckle Neck, another the Wart on her 
oſe 2 When a Father ſhall ſwear, his fquint- 
'd Child is more lovely than Fenw: > what is 
his, I fay, but meer folly ? And fo perhaps 
ou'l cry it is; and yet, 'tis this onely that joyns 
iends together,and continues them ſo joyn'd - 
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I ſpeak of ordinary men, ot whom, none a 
born without their imperteftions, and happy 
he, that is preſt with the leaſt, for among 
Princes, there is either no friendſhip at all, « 

if there be, 'cis unpleaſant, and reſerv'd, ar 
that too, but amongtt avery few,'twere a crit 

to ſay none: for that the greateſt parr of ma 
kind are fools, nay, there is not any one, tl 
dotes not in many things, and friendſhip ( ye 
know) is ſeldome made but amongſt equalls 
And yet, if it ſhould ſo happen, that the 
were a mutual good-will between them, it 

in no wiſe firmy nor very long liv'd, that is 
ſay, among ſuch as are moroſe, 'and more cit 
cumſpe& than needs, as being Eagle-ſig 

into his friends faults,but ſo blear-ey'd to thei 
own, that they take not the leaſt notice of thi 
Wallet that hangs behind their own Shoulders 
Since then the nature of Man is ſuch, that th 

15 ſcarce any one to be found, that is not ſul 
xe to many errors, add to this, the great di 
yerlity of minds and ſtudies, ſo many ſlips,over 
ſights, and chances of humane life, and howj 

it poſſible, there ſhould be any true friendſhj 
between thoſe Argss's, ſo much as one hour 
were it not for that, which the Greeks excel 
lently call, wxi9«ay, and you may render 
Folly, or good Natere, chuſe you whether 
But what ? Is not the Author and Parent of all 
. out 
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pur Love, Cxpid, as blind as a beetle? and as 
with him ( 7 pi xaac xane meper]ar ), all co- 
wrs agree; ſo from him is, that every one 
ikes his own Sweeter-kin beſt,though never {o 
gly, and ( #t caſcus caſc:m, & pupur pupans 
leamet ) that an old man dotes on his old wifes and 


We boy on his girle; Theſe things, are not onelv 


lone every where, but laught at too, 'yet, as 
ridiculous as they are, they make ſociety plea- 
ant, and (as it were) glew it. together ; And 
hart has been ſaid of Friendſh'p, may more 
reaſonably be preſum'd of Matrimony, which 
in truth, is no other, than an inſeparable con- 
junRion of life : Good God! What Divorces,or 

hat not, worſe than that, would daily bþ- 
pen, were not the converſe between a man-and 
is wife, ſupported and cheriſhed by flattery, 


ee W-piſhneſſe, gentleneſle, ignorance,difſembling, 


certain Retainers of mine alſo : Whoop: holi- 
Jay / how few marriages ſhould we have; if 
he Husband ſhould but through-examin, how 
many tricks, his pretty little Mop of Modeſty, 
and Virgin as he believes, has plaid before 
ſhe was marry'd? And how fewer of them 
would hold together, did not moſt of the 
Wife's ations eſcape the Husband”s knowledg , 
through his negle& or ſottiſhneſs? And for 
this alſo, ye are beholdings to me, by whoſe 
means it is, that the Flusband is pleaſant Go 

is 
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his Wite, the Wite ts ber Husband, and t 
houſe kept in quiet : A man is langht at, c 
Cackow, Cuckold, and I know not what, whe 
ſeeing the Whore his Wife, weeping, he lic 
up hertears : But how much happier isit 
to be thus deceiv'd, than by being trouble 
with jealouſie, not onely to torment himſelf 
but ſet all things in a hubbub ? In fine, Tat 
fo neceſſary to the making of all ſociety, ar 
manner of life, both delightful, and laſting 
that neither would the people long endurt 
their Governors, nor the Servant his Maſter 
nor the Maſter his Footman, nor the Scholar 
his Tutor, nor- one friend another, nor the 
Wife ber Husband, nor the Uſerer the Be 
rower, nor a Souldier his Commander, not 
one Companion another,unlefle all of them h 
their interchangeable failings, one while fl 
tering, other while, prudently conniving, and 
[ly ſweetning one another, with ſome 
{mall reliſh of Folly : And now, you'd thir 
I had faid all, bur ye ſhall hear yet preater 
things : Will he, I pray, love any one that 
hates himſelf > Or ever agree with another, 
who is not at peace with himſelf? Or beget 
pleaſure in another , that is troubleſome te 
himſelf? T think noone will ſay it, that is not 
more fooliſh than Folly : And yet, if ye ſhould 
exclude me, there's no man, but would be M 


r from enduring another, that he would tink 
his own noftrils, be nauſeated with his awa 
tions, and himfelf Heccme odious to himdelf;, 
raſmuch as Natureyin too many things rather 
tepdame than a Parent to us, has imprimed 
evil in men, eſpecially ſuch, as have leaſt 


dgment, that every one repents him, of his 


vn condition, and admires that of otliers; 
hence it comes topaſs: that all her gifts, e- 


wiE{ancy, and graces, corrupt and periſh : Far 
What benefit is Beauty, the greateſt bleſsmgef | 


eaven, if it be mixtwith affeRtation? What 
outh, if mg with the ſeverity of aid 
oe? Laſtly, What is that in the whole buſ- 
of a mans life, he can do with any grace 
himſelf, or others ( for it is not ſo mocha 


Wing of Art, as the very life of every Aion, 
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at it be done with agood meen ) unlefle this 
y friend and companion, Se/f-/ove, be pre- 
nt with it > Nor does ſhe without cauſe ſup- 
ly me the place of a Siſter, ſince her whole ea- 
2avours are to aft my part every where 2 Far 
hat is more fooliſh, than for a man to ftudy 
dthing elſe, than how to pleaſe himſelf? Te 
take himſelf the objeR of his own admiration? 
nd yer, what is there that is either delight- 

, or takings nay rather, what nor the con- 

ary, that a man does againſt the hair ? Take 

way this Salt of life, and the Qrator _ 
n 


\ 


\ 
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ev'a fit till with his ARtion ;. the Mulitian wi 


all his diviſion, will be able to pleaſe no m 
the Player be lift off the Stage ; the Poet; 
all his Muſes, ridiculous; the Painter with 
Art, contemptible; and the Phylitian, with 
his Slip-{lops, go a begging : Laſtly, d 
wiltbe caken ( pro Nireo Therſites, pro Ph 


N:ftor, pro Minerva ſus, for an igly fellowyi 
| flead of a Brantifu!; for Old and Decrepit , j 


flead of Youthfu'; and, a Beaſt inſtead of a# 
men; A Child, initead of Eloquent; and*i 


Read of a well-bred man, a clown : So 
ceſſarya thins itis, that every one flatter hit 


ſelf, and commend himſelf, to himſelf, | 


fore he can be commended by others : Ka 
ly, Since it is the chiefeſt point of happineſſ 
( Quod fir, eſſe velir — ) that a man is xilli 
to {e what he is, you have further abridg'dy i 
this my Self-/ove, rhatno man's aſham'd of 1 


own face, no man of his own wit, no man 
his own parentage, no man of his own hon 


no man of his manner of living, nor any man 


his own Countcy ; ſo that a Highlander has 1 


delire to change with an Jtalian, a Thr 

with an A:henian, nor a Scythian for the fort 
nate Iſlands - O the fingular care of Natu 
that in {0 great a variety of things, has made 


_— Where ſhe has been ſometime ſparit 
her gifts, ſhe has recompenc'd it with! 
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ore of ſelf-Love ; though here I muſt con- 
i, I ſpeak fooliſhly, it being the greateſt of 
Lother her Gifts : To ſay nothing, that no 
eat ation was ever attempted , without 
y Motion; or Art, brought to perfeRion, 
ithout my help : Is not War, the very Roor, 
d Matter of al! Fam'd- Enterpriſes? And 
t, what more foolith than to undertake it, for 
know not what trifles; eſpecially, when borh 
arties are ſure, to loſe more, than rhey get 

the bargain? For of thoſe that are ſlain 
Sls nbyes ) not a word of them; And for the 
|, when both (ides are cloſe engag'd (—=& 
uco crepuerunt cornua cantn) and the Trumpets 
ahe an moly noſe , what: uſe of thoſe Wile 
en,I pray, that are ſo exhauſt with ſtudy , 
at their thin , cold Blood, has ſcarce 
y ſpirits lefr> No, it muſt be thoſe blnnr, 
t fellows, that by how much the more they 
ceed in Courage, fall ſhort in Underſtand- 
S: Unleſs perhaps, one had rather chuſe 
mnſthents tor a Souldier, who followings 
e example of Archilechins , threw away his 
rms, and betook him to his Heels, e're he 
d ſcarce ſeen his Enemy 5 as ill a Souldier, 
happy an Orator : But Counſel, you'll fayg 
not of leaſt concern in matrers of War. In 
zeneral, T grant it; -but this thins of War- 
ng, is no part of hu ne.tn-k bur —_— 
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by Paraſites, Pandars, Thigves, Cut-throg 
Plow-men, Sots, Spendthrifts, and ſuch « 
Dregs of Mankind, not Philoſophers 
how unapt they are even for common 
verſe, let Socrates, whom the Oracle of 4 
lo, though not ſo wiſely, judg'd the wiſeſt 
men living, be witneſs ; who ſtepping up, 
ſpeak ſomewhat, I know aot what,in publiq 
was forc'd to come down again, well laugh 
for his pains: Though yet in this , he 
not altogether a faol, that he refus'd the 2 
pellation of Wiſes and returning it | 
tothe Oracle, deliver'd his opinion, That 
wiſe man ſhould abſtain, from medling wi 
blique bufineſs ; unleſs perhaps, be ſhou 
ave rather admoniſht us, to beware of Wi 
dom, if we intended to be reckon'd amongt 
number of men; there being nothing. but 
Wiſdom, that firſt accus'd, and aftewards ſe 
tenc'e him, to the drinking of his poiſon 
Cup: For while ( asye find him in Arif 
phanes ) Philoſophying about Clouds , 
Ideas, meaſuring. how far a Flea could | 
and admiring that ſo ſmall a creature as a Flye 
ſhould make ſo great a buzze, he medled r 
with any thing that concern'd common life 
But his Maſter being in danger of his head, 
Scholar Plato is at hand, to wit, that famot 
Patron, that being diſtuxÞ'd with. the noiſe 
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people , could © not go through halt his 

t Sentence : What ſhould I ſpeak of Thes- 
:ftns, who being about to make an Orati- 
became as dumb , as if he had met a Wolfe 
his way, which yet, would have put cou- 
eina Manof War? Or /ſccrates, that was 
ow- hearted,that he durſt neyer attempt it? 
Tally, that great Founder of the Roman 
dquence , that could never begin to ſpeak, 
hout an odd kind of tremblins, like a Boy, 
t had got the Hick-cop ; which, Fabins in- 
vrets, as an argument of a wiſe Oratour, and 
that was ſenlible of what he was doins ; 
while he fayes it, does he not plainly con- 
» that Wiſdom is a great obſtacle, to the 
e management of bulineſs ? What would 
ome of 'em, think ye, were they to fight it 
at blows, thatare ſo dead through fear, 
en the Conteſt is only with empty words ? 
I next to theſe, is crv'd up , forſooth, that 
odly ſentence of Plats's , Happy is that Cran- 
wealth, where a Philoſopher is Prince, or whoſe 
nce is addifted to Philoſophy ; when yet , if ye 
ſult Hiſtorians, you'll find no Princes, 
re peftilent to the Commonwealth , than 
ere the Empire haz fall'n, to ſome ſmat- 
er in Philoſophy, or one given to Letters : 
the truth of which, Ithink the Catces give 


hicient credit; of whom, the one, was ever 
"D 3 diſturb» 
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36 
diftirbivs the peace ot the Commonwea 
with his i:air-brain'd accuſationsz the othe 
while he too wiſely vindicated its liberty; qui 
overthrew it. Add to thiss the Brmti, Caſi 
nay Cicers himſelf, that was no leſs pernicic 
to the Commonwealth of Rome, than was T 
muſthenrs , to that of eMthens : Belides, 
Antuninns ( that I may give ye one infſtanc: 
that there was once, one good Emperour; t 
with much ado, I can make it out ) was | 
come burthenſome, and hated of his Subjes 
upon no other ſcore, but that he was 
great a Plyloſopher : But admitting by 
good, he did the Commonwealth, more hu 
1m leavins behind him, ſuch a Son, as he di 
than ever he did it good, by his own Gove 
ment : For theſe kind of Men, that are fog 
ven up to the {ſtudy of Wiſdome , are: gent 
rally moſt unfortunate, but chiefly, in the 
Children; Nature it ſeems, ſo provident 
ordering it, leſt this miſchief of Wiſdome 
ſhould ſpread farther among mankind; | 
which rea{-1n, 'tis manifeſt why Cicero's Son w 
ſo degen-rate, and that wiſe Socrates's Chi 
dren, as 07s has well obſery'd, were more h 
their Motizer, than their Father, that is 
ſay, Fools : However this were to be be 
with; it only as to publick Employmentsthe 
were ( Aſini ad hram) Lhe a Sow non a 
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al Org 2, were they ans 4g apicr to dif- 
lefWharge even the common Offices of Lite: Invite 
que Wiſe man co a Featt;and he'll ſpoil tae com- 
oſiWany, cicher with Moroſe lilence, or trouble- 
ome D.ſputes: Take him ont ro Dance,8& you'l 
ear(Came'ns [:/tans) a con wow d have don : bet- 
:Brins him to the Theatre,and his very looks 

e enough to ſpoil all, till, like Cato, he take 
occalion of withdrawingzrather than put off 

is ſupercilious gravity : Let him fall into 
iſcourſe, and ( Lwpar in fabu'/a) he ſhall make 

ore ſudden ſtops, than if ke had a Woolf be- 

dre him : Let him buy, or ſell, or, in ſhore, 

0 about any of thoſe things, without which, 
ere is no living in this world, and. you'l ſay, 

is piece of Wiſdom,were rather a Stock,than 
Man ; of ſo little uſe is he to himſelf, Coun- 

z or Friends; and ll becauſe he is wholly 
pnorant of common things, and lives a courſe 

f life , quite different from the people; by 
hich means, *cis impoſſible but that he con- 
rat a popular odium, to wit, by reaſon of 
egreat diverſity of their life, and ſouls : for, 

hat 1s there at all done among men, that is 

dot full of Folly, and that too, from fools, and 

d fools ? Againlt which univerſal practice, if 

ny (ingle one, ſhall dare to ſet np his throat, 

ny advice ta him is, that following the exam- 

le of Timon, he retire into ſome defart, and 

D 3 . there 
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there Enjoy, us w:iicome to himſelt : But, 
return to my delign; what power was itt 
drew thoſe ſtony, oken, and wild people i 
Cities, but flatrery ? for nothing elſe is ſig 
fy'd, by Amphion, and Orphens's Harp : \ 
was it, that when the common people of # 
were like to have deftroy'd all by their Murir 
reduc'd them to Obedience? Was it a 
loſophical Oration? Leaſt; But a ridiculot 
and childiſh Fable, of the Belly, and the re 
of the Members: And as good ſucceſs | 
T hemiftocles, in his, of the Fox, and 
hog : What wiſe mans Oration could-ever h 
done ſo much with the people, as S 
invention of his white Hind? Or his ri 
culous Emblem, of pulling off a Horſe's Tail 
hair, by hair ? Or as Lycurgas's his example « 
, - his two Whelps? To ſay nothing of Aims 
and Nam:, both which, rul'd their foolif 
multirudes , with Fabulous Inventions ; wit 
which kind of Toyes,that great and pow 
beaſt the People, are led any way : 'Ag 
what City ever receiv'd Plato's z or Ariſtotle! 
Laws, or Socrates's Precepts? But , on the cc 
trary, what made the Decii devote themſelve 
to the Infernal Gods? Or Q. Cartivs to leat 
into the Gulph, but an empty, vain glory, 1 
moſt bewitching Sirenezand yet *tis ſtrange, 
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ut, Whoald be ſo condemn'd, By thoie «1c Pailoto- 


ft 


. 
[ 
. 


phers ? For what is more fooliſh, tay they, 
han for a Suppliant Suiter to flatter the peo- 
ple, to buy their favour with gifts, wt coure 
he applaufes of ſo many fools, to pleaſe him- 
elf with their Acclamations, to be carri'd on 
he peoples ſhoulders, as' in triumph, and 
have a brazen Starue in the Market place? 
Add to this, the adoption of Names, and Sir- 
mes; thoſe Divine Honours given to a man of 
10 Reputation, and the Deification of the moſt 
picked Tyrants, with publicque Ceremonies ; 

oft fooliſh things, and ſuch as one Demecri- 
xt is too little to laugh at : Who denies it ? 

nd yet from this root, ſprang all the great 

As of the Heroes, which, the Pens of ſo ma- 
fy Eloquent men, have extoll'd to the Skies - 


In a word, this Folly is that, that Jai'd the foun- 


dation of Cities; and by it, Empire, Authori- 
ty, Religion, Policy , and publique AQions 
are preſerv*d; neither is there any thing in 
Humane Life, that is not a kind of paſt me of 
Folly. But to ſpeak of Arts, what ſet mens 
wits on work to invent, and tranſmit to Pofte- 
rity, ſo many Famous, as they conceive, pieces 
of Learning, but the thirſt of Glory ? With 
ſo much loſs of ſleep, ſuch pains, and travel, 
have the moſt fooliſh of men, thought to pur- 
chaſe themſelves, a kind of I know what Fame, 
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thin which, nothing can be more vain ».4 
vet notwithſtanding, ye owe Pry 
Fo!ly , and,which is the moſt deleRable 
other, that ye reap the benefit of other me 
madneſs : And now, having vindicated to.1 
ſelf the praiſe' of Fortitude , and Induſt 
what think ye if I do the ſame, by.that of Pn 
dence? But ſome will ſay, You may as 4 
joyn Fic and Water 3 It may beſo: But x; 
I doubt not but to ſucceed even in this alſo, 
as ye have done hitherto, ye will but favor 
me with your attention: And firſt, if Prud 
depends upon Experience, to whom is the ho 
nour of that name neg. age to rhe Wil 
man, who partly out of modeſty , and part 
diſtruſt of himſelf , attempts nothing; « 
the Fool, whom neither Modeſty , which | 
never had, -nor Danger, which he never col 
[1ders, can diſcourage from any thing ? Ti 
Wiſeman, has recourſe to the Books of ti 
Antients, and from thence, picks nothiog b 
ſubtilties of words; The Fool, in undert 
king, and venturing on the bulineſs of t 
world , gathers (if I miſtake not) the tri 
Prudence, fuch as Homer, though blind, mi 
be fad to have ſeen, when he ſaid { P*'s8 
71 vimios #yve ) The burnt chiid dreads the 
For there are two main obſtacles to the kne 
ledge of things, Modeſty, that caſts a miſt! 
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e the underſtandingy and Fear, that having 
nci'd a.danger, diſlwades us from the at- 
mpt ; But from theſe, | Folly ſufficiently frees 
, and few.there are, thatrightly underſtand, 
what great advantage. it is, to bluſh at- no» 
ing, and attempt every, thing :. But if ye 
ad rather take Prudence. for that , that con- 
ts in the judsment of things ; Hear mel be- 
echye, how far they are from it, that yer 
rack of the name : For firſt, 'tis evident, 
hat all Humane things, like A/cibiades's (Sile- 
jor ) raral Gods, carry a double. face, but 
ot the lealt alike 3 ſorchat, what, at firſt light , 
ems to be death, if you view it narrowly, 
ay prove to be life, and ſo, the contrary - 
Vhat appears beautiful, may cance to be de- 
orm'd; what wealthy, a very begger ; what 
nfamous, praiſe-worthy ; what learned, a 
lunce 3 whact luſty, feeble; what zocund, fad 3 
hat noble, baſe ; what lucky, unforcunate ; 
rhat friendly, an enemy ; and what healthful, 
oiſome : in ſhort, view the infice of theſe 
ileni, and you'll find them quite other, than 
whatthey appear ; which, if perhaps it ſhall 
ot ſeem ſo Philoſophically ſpokeng I'll make 
t plain to you ( Pinguiore M nerva) after my 
blunt way, Who would not conceive a Prince, 
a great Lord, and abundant in every thing ? 
But yet, being (0 il] furniſht with the gifts of 
tne 
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the mind, and ever thinking, he ſhall x 
have enough, he's the pooreſt of all men; 
then, for his mind, ſo givin up to Vice, |} 
a ſhame how it inflaves him : I might in li 
manner Philoſophy of the reſt ; But let t 
one, for examples ſake, be enough ; yet 
this ; will ſome one ſay? have patience, x: 
I'll ſhew ye what I drive at: If any one ſeg 
a Player aRting his Part on a Stage, ſhould p 
about to ſtrip him of his diſguiſe, and ſhe 
him to the people in his true Native Form 
would he not, think ye, not onely ſpoil t 
whole deſign of the Play, but deſerve himſe 
to be pelted off with ſtones, as a Phanraſtic 
Fool, and one out of his wits? But nothing 
more common with them, than ſuch change 
The ſame perſon , one while perſonating 
Woman, and another while, a Man now 
Youngſter, and by and by, a grim Seigniour 
now a King. and preſently a Peafant ; now 
God, and in a trice agen, an ordinary Fellow 
But to diſcover this, were to ſpoil all, it bein 
the onely thing that entertains the Eyes « 
the SpeRators : And what is all this Life bt 
a kind of Comedy , wherein , men walk u 
and down inone anothers Diſguiſes, and 
their reſpeAive Parts, till the property-Ma 
brings em back to the Tvrins Houſe : And 
yet, he often orders a different Dreſs, and 
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akes him, that came but juſt now off, in the 
pbes of a King , put on the Raggs of a Beg- 
r ; Thusareall things repreſented by Coun- 
rfeit, and yet without this, there. were no 
ins: And here, if any wiſe man, as it 
re, dropt from Heayen, ſhould ſtart up, and 
, This great thing, whom the World looks 
5on for a Godzand I know not what, is'norſo 
uch as a Man, for that, like a Beaft, he is 
| by his Paffions, but the worſt of Slaves, 
ſmuch as he gives himſelf up willingly to (o 
ny, and ſuch derteſtable Maſters : Again, if 
ſhould bid a man that were bewailing the 
1 of his Father, to latngh, for thathe now 
gan to live, by having got an Eſtate, wirh- 
twhich, Lifejis but a kind of Death: Or 
!l another, that were boaſting of his Family, 


| begotren, or baſe, becauſe he is fo far re- 


ov'd from Vertue, that is the only Fountain 
Nobility : and © of the reſt ; what elſe 
ould he get by't, but be chonght himſelf 
ad, and Frantick? for as nothing is more 


doliſh than prepoſterous Wiſdome z ſo no» 


ins is more nnadviſed, than a froward, un- 
iſonable Prudence ; and ſuch is his, thar 
not comply with the preſent time ( Eg 

yu noluit aw) and order himſelf as the Mar- 
Fees, but forgetting that Law of Feafts 


| mi9: } ami) vither drink or legon, pon 
er- 
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dertakes to dilprove, a common receiv'd 
nion ; whereas, on the contrary, 'tis the x 
of a truly Prudent man, not to be wiſe 
yond his Condition; but, either ro take' 
notice of what the world does, or run with 
for company : But this'is fooliſh you?ll 
nor ſhall I deny it, provided always ye be 
civil on Yother (ide, as to confeſs, that 
is, to Ata Part in that World : Bur, © 
Gods ( Eloqurr an fileam ? == ſhall I ſpea 
or bold my tongue ? But why ſhould I be lile 
in a thins, that is more true, than truth it 
However, it might not be amiſs perhaps; in| 
great an Afﬀeair, to call forth the Muſes 
Helicon, (ince the Poets, ſo often invoke'et 
upon every fooliſh occalion : Be preſent the 
awhile, and aſſiſt me, ye Daughters of Ja 
ter, while I make it out, that there is no way 
to that ſo much Fam'd Wiſdome, nor acce 
to that Fortreſs, as they call it, of Happinel 
but under the Banner of Folly: And firſt, * 
agreed of all hands, that our paſſions belor 
to Folly; inaſmuch as we judge a wiſe Mai 
from a Fool , by this, that the one is order 
by them, the other, by Reaſon 3 and therefor 
the Stoicks, remove from a wiſe man, all di 
ſturbarices of Mind, as ſo many Diſeaſes 
But theſe Paſſions, do not onely the Officed 
a Tutar, to ſuch as are making towards the 
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re or Witdome, © but a'e, in every exercaſe 
Vertue, as it were, Spurs, and Incentives, 
ay, and Encouragers to well doing : which, 
iongh that great Stoick Seneca moit ftrongly 
enys, and rakes from a wiſe man, all affecti- 
s whatever 3 yet in doing that, he leaves 
im not ſo much as a Man, but rather, anew 
ind of God, that was never yet , nor ever 
ke to be: Nay,to ſpeak plainer, he ſets -up 
ſtony Semblance of a Man, void of all Senſe 
d common feeling of Humanity - And much 
ood to them with this Wiſe Man of theirs, 
2t them enjoy him to themſelves, love. him 
ithout Competitors , and- live: with him in 
Platr's Common-wealth. , the -Countrey: of 
dea's, or T antaln,*s Orchards : For who would 
ot ſhun, and ſtartle at ſucha-man, . as at ſome 
nnatural accident, or Spirit? A-man dead t0 
11 ſenſe of Nature, and common affeRions, 
nd no more mov'd with Love, or Pity ( Q»4n 
dura filex ;,' aut ſtet Mdarprſia cantes ) than 
he were a Flint , or Rocky whoſe cenſure,'nw= 
hing eſcapes z\ that commits no errors him- 
elt; but has a Lynx's eyes upon others; mea- 
ures every thing by an exact Line, and-for= - 

pives nothing ;: pleaſes himſelt , with bhymſelf 
paely 3 the bnely Rich, the onely Wiſe, the 
pnely Free Man, and onely King; in briefs, the 
vnely man, that iu every yhivg , but in his 
own 
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own lngie juugment onely ; that Cares nat 
the Friendſh'p of any man, being hin 

2 friend tono man ; makes no doubt, tome 
the Gods Rtoop to him, and condemns, 
laughs at the whole ARions of our Life 
and yet, ſuch a Beaſt, is this their per 
Wiſe Man: Bur tell me pray, if the thi 
were to be carri'd by moſt voices, what Ci 
would chnſe him for its Governour, or 
Army delire him for their General? 
Woman wonld have ſuch a Husband 
Good-fellow, ſuch a Gueſt; or what 
vant, would either wiſh, or endure ſuch 
Maſter > Nay, who had not rather havec 
of che middle ſort of Fools , who being 
Fool himſelf , may the better know how 
command , or obey Fools; and who, thou 
he pleaſe his like, *cis yet the greater numbe 
One that is kind to his Wife , merry amot 
his Friends, a. Boon Companion , and eali 
to be liv'd with , and laſtly , one that think 
nothing of Humanity ſhould be a ftrange 
to him : Bur Iam weary of this Wiſe 
and therefore I'll proceed to ſome othe 
adyantages. Go to then : Suppoſe. a n 
in ſome lofty high Tower, and that he'cou 
took round him, as the Poets ſay , J» 
was now and then wont; To how many mi 
fortunes would he find the life of man ful 
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? how miſerable to. ſay no worſe , our 
hb, how difficult our Education, to how 
7 wrongs our Childhood expos'd , to 
t pains, our Youth , how unſupportable 
Old-age, and prievous, our unavoid- 
Death ? as alſo, what Troups of Dif- 
beſet us, how many Caſualties hang 
our Heads, how many Troubles invade 
and how little there is, that ts not ſteepe 
all? toſay nothing of thoſe evils one man 
ags upon another, as Poverty , Impriſons» 
, Infamy, Diſhoneſty , Racks , Snares, 
achery, Reproaches, Ations, Deceipts«-, 
I'm. got into as endleſs a work as num- 
vg the Sands—. For what offences Man- 
have deſerv'd theſe things, or what 
ry God compell'd 'em to be born into 
i miſeries , 1s not, my. preſent bulineſs ; 
t be that hall diligent! f examine it with 
iſelf , would he not, think ye , approvethe 
nple of the Mileſtan: Virgins ( and kill 
ſelf ) : but who are they. , that for- no 
er reaſon, but that they were weary of 
z have. baſtned their own Fate? were they 
the next Neighbours to Wiſdom ? As 
eſt whom, to. ſay nothing of Dicgenes, 
rates g Cato , Caſſins , Brutus , that Wiſe 
Chiron, beings offer'd Immortality, choſe 


ter to dye be troubled with the 
ſame 
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ſame thins alwavs : And now I think ye 
whar would become of the World, if 
men ſhonld be wiſe 3' to wit, 'twere nec# 
ry we got another kind of Clay, and'{ 
better Potter : But I, partly throngh ip 
rance , partly unadviſedneſs , and fomti 

through forgerfulneſs of evil, do nowandt 
{ ſprinkle pleaſure, with the hopes of x 
and ſweeten men up, in their greateſt 
fortunes » chat they are not willing to'le 
this life, even then , when accordins to 
account of the Deſtinys, this life has left che 
an by how much the leſs reaſon they hy 
to live, by ſo much the more , they defire 
ſo farare they from being ſenſible of *the ke 
weariſomneſs of life: Of my pifr- it is, t 
ye have ſo many old Nefors every where} 
have fcarce left 'emyſo much as the ſhipe 
a Man; Stutterers, Dotards, Toothlefs, G 

haii'd, Bald ;- or rather to uſe the words 
Ariſtophanss ( Puna ylas; xoods , advaive\, 
padirles, rubs, 9 Sanovs) Noſfty; Crun 
AA ſerable, Syrivel'd, Bald, Toothleſs, and w 


ing their B.nbles: Yet fo delighted with lh 


ad to be thoaght young, that one'dies hisgr 
hairs;. another, covers his baldne(s' with 
Periwigs; another, gets a ſer of "new Tet 
another, talls deſperately in love with'a 


Wench, 'and keeps more flickering'about 
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ana young tnart would have been aſham'd of : 
r to ſee ſuch ar old crooked piece, with one 
dt in the grave, to. marrie a plamp young 
ſench, and that too, without a portion, and 
the uſe of others, is ſo common, that men 
noſt expect, to be commended for 'c ; But 
beſt ſport of all, is, to ſee our old Women, 
endead with age, and ſuch skeletons, one 
duld chink they had ftoln out of their graves, 
| ever mumbling in their mouths, ($2; a0 
) Life is ſeet ; and as old as they are, itill 
terwawling; and goatiſh, to which purpoſe 
ſpare no coft, to compaſs ſome young Stal- 
n, daily plaiftering their face, fcarce ever 
pm the glaſſe, rubbing np their old Puſſe, 
ins 6ut their ſhrivel'd, Jank Breatts, coun- 
feiting the tremblings of a young Wench to 
dvoke an appetite, goſsipping, dancing, and 
iting Love-lerters : Theſe things are laughr 
s fooliſh, as indeed they are; vet they pleaſe 
ſelves, live merrily, (wimme in pleaſure, 
d,in a word, are happy, by my courtehie : 
t] would havechem, to whom theſe things 
m tidiculous, to conſider with themſelves, 
tether jt be not betrer to live ſo pleaſanta _ 
e, in ſuch kind of follies, than, as the P 0- 
rb goes, Ts take a Halter and bang them[:!wer: 
lides, though theſe things may be ſubje<R 


cenſure , it concerns not my fools in the 
leaſt, 


Y 
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leaſt, inas much as they take no notice 
or, if they do, they ealily negle& it: ; 
ſtone fall upon a mans head, that's evil 
bur diſhoneſty, infamy, villany, 4ll 
carrie no more hurt in them, than a: 
ſenlible of ; and if a man have no fend 
them, they are no longer evils : W 
thou the worſe ( —Si popwlus te fobiles, 
tibi plandas) If the people hifle ar the 
thou applaud thy ſelf? And that a manibe 
todoſo, he muſt ow it only to Folly : But 
thinks I hear the Philoſophers oppoling it, 
faying, 'tis a miſerable thing for a-m 
fooliſh, toerre,miſtake, and know nothing 
ly : Nay rather, this is to be a man» 
why they ſhould call it miſerable, I | 
reaſon; foraſmuch, as we are ſo born, ſob 
ſo inſtrued, nav, ſuch is the common" 
tion of us all; And nothing can becall'd 
rable, thatfuits with its kind, unleſs p 
you'lthink a man ſuch, becauſe he can ne 
flie with Birds, nor walk on all four with Be 
andis notarm'd with Horns, as a Bull : tor 
the ſame reaſon, he would call the War 
Horſe, unfortunate, becauſe he under 
not Grammar, nor eat Cheeſ-cakes; 
Bull miſerable, becauſe he'd make fo 
Wreſtler :-' And therefore, as a Horſe 
has no skill in Grammar, is not miſerable; 
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re is man in thig reſpeR, for that they agree 
h his Nature : But again, the ( Logodedali) 
tw, may ſay, that there was particularly 
led ro Man, the knowledge of Sciences, by 
ofe help, he might recompence himſelf in 
lerſtanding, for-what Nature cut him ſhort 
dther things 3 As if this had the leaſt face 
truth, that Nature, that was ſo ſollicicouſly 
tchful, in the produRon of Gnats, Herbs, 

Flowers, ſhould have fo flept, when ſhe 
de Man, that he ſhould have need, to be 
pt by Sciences, which , : that old Devil 

h, the evil Genius of mankind, firſt 

ated for his Deſtruftion 5 and are 
little cotiducing to happineſs, that they ra- 

obſtru& it; to which purpoſe, they are 
perly aid, to be firſt found out, as that 

King, in Plato, argues, touching the in- 
tion of Letters :- Sciences therefore, crept 
» the world, with other the peſts of man- 
d, froim the ſame head, from whence all o- 

miſchiefs ſpring; wee'l ſnppoſe it, Devils, 
ſo the name imports, when you call them 
ons, that is tofay, ( Sanpoyas) Knowing : 
that fimple people of the golden Age, be- 

wholly ignorant, of every thing call'd 
rning, liv'd only by the guidance, and 
esof Nature ; for what uſe of Grammar, 

Ire evety man ſpoke a ſame Language, 
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and had no' further delign, han to und 
one another? Whar uſe of Logick, where ther 
was no bickering, about the double-meani 
words.? What need of Rhetorick, wt 
there were no Law-ſuits? Or to what pu pc 
Laws, where the ewere no ill manners; ra 
which, without doubt, good Laws firſt can 
Belidesy they were more religious, than wi 
an impions curiolity, to dive into the ſecret 
Nature, the dimenlion of Starrs, the miotic 
effe&s, and hidden cauſes of things , as | 
lieving it a crime, for any man to attempt 
be wiſe beyond his condition : And as tot 
Inquiry of what was beyond Heaven,that m 
neſs never came intotheir heads : But ther 
rity of the golden age, declining by degre 
firſt, as I ſaid before, Arts were invented 
the evil Genii, and yet but few, and thoſe 
receiv'd by fewer : After that, the Chalde 
Superſtition, and Greek newfangledneſs, 
had little todo, added I know not how m 
more; meer torments of Wit, and that 
great, that even Grammar alone is 
enough for any man, for his whole lik 
Though yet amon24it theſe Sciences, thoſec 
are in eſteem, that come neareſt to com 
ſenſe, that is to ſay, Folly : Divines are 
{tarv'd; Natnraliſts out of heart; Aftrolog 
laught at, and Logicians ſlighted ; onely 
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bylician ( Tray erIeEi@ eacwy), is north all 
le ref : And amongit them too, the more vn- 
armed, impudent y of unadviſed he- is, the 
ore he is eſteem, even among Princes : for 
bylick, eſpecially as.it is cow profeſt by moſt 
en, is nothing but @ branch'of Flattery, no 
{5 than Rhetorick. - Next them, the ſecond 
lace is given. to out Law-drivers, it not the 
ct; whoſe Profeſsion, though I ſay it my 
if, moſt men laugh at, as the Als of Philoſo- 
by; yetthere's ſcarce any. bulineſs; either 1o 
reat, or (mall, but is.manag'd by theſe Ales. 
beſe -purchaſe- their great Lordſhips, while 
n the mean time; . the Divine, having run 
hrough the whole Body of Divinity, lits gnaw- 
ns a, Raddiſh, -and- 4s. it continual ' Warfare, 
ith Lice) and Fleas 2 As therefore, thoſe 
rts are beſt, that have the neareſt Afhnity 


Es 26 


”" with Folly 3 ſo are they moſt happy of all others, 


tat have leaſt commerce with Sciences, and 
ollow the guidance-of Nature, who is in no 


viſe imperte&, unleſs perhaps, we endeavor 


d leap over thoſe bounds, ſhe has appointed 
Ous : Nature hates all' falſe-colouring, and 


"Ws ever beſt, where ſhe is leaſt adulterated with 


it : Goto then, don't ve find among the ſe- 
ral kinds of living Creatures, that they 
irive belt, that. underſtand no more, than. 
phat Nature taught them ? What is more 

EB 3 proſ- 


proſperouss or wonderful than the Bee?” 
though they bave not the ſame jud zemey 
of ſenſe, as other Bodies have; yet, where 
hath Architeure gone beyond their built 
of Houſes ? What Philoſopher ever-found 
like Republique? Whereas the Horſe, 
comes ſo near man in-underſtandins , "and 
therefore ſo familiar with him, is alſopartal 
of his miſery : for while he thinks it a ſhat 
to loſe the Race, it often happens, that 
cracks his wind ; and in the Batte), while 
contends for Viftory, he's''cht down himfe 
and together with his Rider ( ——=terramy 
momordit ) lies biting the earth- : Not to me 
tion thoſe ſtrong Bits, ſharp Spurrs, cloſe'$ 
bles, Arms, Blows, Rider, and, briefly, 
that flavery he willingly ſubmits to, while, im 
tating thoſe men of Valout,he ſo exgerly | 
to be reveng'd of the Enemy : Than w! 
how much more, were the life of flies, ot*bi 
to be wiſh'd for, who- living by the inſtin@( 
Nature, look no further than the preſent, 
yet man, would but let *em alone int :.A 
if at any time, they chance to be taken, in 
being ſhut up in Cages, endeayour to imit 
our ſpeaking, 'tis ſtrange, how they degenerit 
from their native gaiery : So much better i 
every reſpe&, are the works of Nature, that 
the adukteries of Art ; In like manner, Tea 
neve 
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xer ſuthciently praiſe, that Pyebogoras mn a 
ng-hill Cock, whohbeing bur one, had been 
every thing ; a Philoſopher, a Man, a Wo- 
n, a King, a private man, a Fiſh, a Horſe; 
ro, and I believe too, a Sponge, and at 

t concluded, that no Creature , was more 
ſerable than man, for that all other Crea- 
res, are content with thoſe bounds, that N4- 
re ſet them, onely Man endeavours to exceed 
n : And again, among men, he gives the 
ecedency not to the. learned, or the great; 
t the Fool : Nor had that Gry{/«s lefs wir, 
an (Troxwpiry; *Ofvarv; ) Hhyſſes: with his na- 
connſels , who choſe rather, to lie grunting 
a Hag-ſty, than be expos'd with rocher, ts 
martiy hazzards : Not' does Homer, thar 
ther of 'trifles, diſſent from: me, who 
pt only call'd all men, ( Avals £ woy Ongis ) 
retohed and full of calamity, bur ofren,tv1s great 
itern of Wiſedom Ulyſſes, (LAunroy) Miſe- 
ble ; Paris, Ajax, and Achilles, no where ; 
nd why I pray ? bur that, like a cunning fel- 

w, and one that was his crafts-maſter, he did 

dthing, without the advice of Pallas, In a 

ord, he was tov wiſe, and by that-means, ran 

ide of Nature : As therefore amonoait men; 
ey are leaſt happy, that ſtudy Wiſedom, as 
ins in this twice- Fools, that when they are 


vrn men, they ſhould yer o far forget their 
E 4 conJition, 


raven 
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condition as to affect the life of Gods, and,lp 
ter the Example of the Gyants, with their Ali 
loſophical gimcracks, make a War upon MW 
ture : In which reſpect; they ſeem as little Wh 
ſerable as is poſsible , wh@ come nearetl 
Beaſts, and never attempt any thing 4 
Man : Goto then ; Jet's try, how demar 
ble this is , not by Euthymems , or the impe 
fe& Syllogiſms of the Stoicks, but by ply 
down-right, and ordinary Examples : 4 
now, by the immortal Gods ! I think nothi 
more happy, than that generation of men, 
commonly call, fools, ideots, lack-wits, 
dolts 3 ſplendid Titles too, as I conceive 'en 
Te tell ye a thing, which at firſt, perh 
may ſeem fooliſh, and abſurd, yet noth 
more true : And firſt, they are not afraid 
death z no ſmall evil, by Jepiter / They 
not tormented with the conſcience of evil a 
Not territy'd with the fables of Ghoſts, 1 
frighted with Spirits and Goblins : They 
not diftrated, with the fear of evil to come 
nor the hopes of future good ; In ſhort, the 
are not diſturb'd, with thoſe thouſand of care 
to which this life is ſubje&t - They are neitlt 
modeſt, nor fearful, nor ambitious, nor. em 
ous, nor love they any man ; And laſtly, if the 
ſhould come nearer, even to the very ignoranc 
of Brutes, they could not (in, for ſo hold 

| | Diyines 
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wifes: And now, tell me, thou wiſe fool, 
ith how many troubleſome cares thy mind is 
dntinually perplext 3 heap together all the 
{commodities of thy life, and then thou'lc 
> ſenſible, from how many evils, I have deli- 
red my Fools ; Add to this, that they are 
vt onely-merry, play, (ing, and laugh them- 
lyes, but make mirth where ever they come, 
ſpecial priviledge, it ſeems , the Gods have 
ven 'em, to refreſh the penliveneſs of life : 
hence it is, that whereas the world is fo 
ferently affeted, one towards another, that: 
| men indifferently admit them, as their com» 
anions 3 delire, feed, cheriſh, embrace them, 
ke their parts vpon all occalions, and permit 
, without offence, to do, or ſay, what they 
t; And ſo little doth eyery thing delire to 
urt them, that even the very Beaſts, by a 
ind of natural inſtin of their innocence, no 
oubr, paſs by their injuries : for ofthem, it 
ay be truly ſaid, that they are conſecrate to 
he Gods, and therefore, and not without 
anſe, do _ men have 'cm in ſuch eſteem : 
hence is.it elſe, that rhey are in ſogreat re- 
veſt with Princes, that they can neither eat, 
ordrink,” goany whither, or be an hour with- 
ut them? . Nay, and in ſome degree, they 
refer theſe Fools, before their crabbiſh Wiſe- 
en, whom yer they keep about ww, for 
tate- 
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Stare-ſake; Nor do I conceive the reaſon (4 


ficult, of that it ſhould ſeem ſtrangey why the 


are prefer'd before t'thers, for that theſe 
men, ſpeak to Princes about nothing, } 


grave, ſerious matters, and truſting to- the 
own parts and learning, do not fear'(onetims 


( Awriculas teneras mordaci radere vero) Toy 
their thnder ears, wth (mart truths; bar tot 


fit *em with that they moſt delight in; as jeak 
laughter, abuſes of other meng wanton pal 


tithes, and the like 3: Again, take notice oft! 
no contemptible bleſſing, which Nature h 


giv'n_ fools, that they are the only plain, hone 
men, and fach' as ſpeak trath ; And* what! 


more commentdabte, thai truth ? for 


that Proverb, of A'cibiades in Plato, attribute 
Truth to Drunkards, and Children; yet 
praiſe of it, is particularly mine, eve fre 
the teſtimony of Euripides, amongft whoſe 
ther things, there is extant that his honourl 
Fo concerning us (Mwugg. yay wogy A 


Af 
fool has in his heart, he both ſhews'/it in 
looks, and exprefles it in his diſcourſe ; 


the wiſe mens, are thoſe two Tons1es, whit 
the ſame Exripides mentions, whereof the uo 
ſpeaks trath, rhe other, what chey judge md 


0 ſpe hs fooliſh things - for what ver 


ſeaſonable for the occaſion : Theſe are they 


( — qui nigrum in candida vertunt') thath 
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into white, blow hot, and cold with the 
athy and carry a far different meaning in 
ir Breaſt, from what they feion with their 
gue : Yet inthe midſt of all their proſpe- 
, Princes, in this reſpe&, ſeem to me; moſt 
ottunate , becauſe, having no one to tell 
m truth, they are forc'c to receive flatte- 
$ for friends : But ſome one may ſay, the 
of Princes are ſtrangers to truthy and 
this reaſon, they avoid thoſe Wiſe new, 
uſe they fear, leſt ſome one, more frank 
n the reſt, ſhould date to ſpeak to them, 
v5 rather true than pleafant; for ſo' che 
er is, that they do'n't much care for 
th: And yet, this is found by experience, 
2ns my Fools, that not onely Truths, bar 
open reproaches are heard with plet-' 
Co 5 that the ſame thing, which'if it cate” 
ma wiſe mans mouth, might prove a Capr»' 
Crime, ſpoken by a Fool,” is: receiv'd with 
isht : for Trath, carries with it, a certain 
uliar Power of pleaſing, if no Accident 
in, to give occalion of offence : which. 
ulty , the Gods bave given onely to Fools t 
d for the ſame reaſons 15*t, that Women are 
wneftly deltghted with this kind of Men, 
being more ,propenſe by Nature to Pled- 
e, and Tdyes3 And whatſoever they may* 
pen ts do- with them, although ſomer:mes,” 
it 
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it be none of the ſeriouſeſt, yet they turni 
Jeſt, and Laughter , as that Sexe, was e 
uick-witted, eſpecially, to colour their 
Paults: But to return to the happinek 
Fools, who when they have palt over 
life, with a great deal of Pleaſantneſs, 
without ſo much as the leaſt fear, or ſen 
Death, they go ſtraight forth into the Ehj 
Field, to recreate their Pious , and Care 
Souls, with ſuch Sports, as they uy'd he 
LE OS then, and compare the condi 
on, of any of your Wiſe Men, with tl 
this Fool: Fancy to me now , ſome exan 
of Wiſdome , you'd ſet up againſt him ; ( 
that had mou” his Childhood, and Youtt 
learning the Sciences, and loſt the ſwee 
part of his life in Watchings , Cares, Stu 
and for the remainins part of it, never 
much as taſted , the ſeatk of pleaſure; e 
ſparing, poor, ſad, ſowre ; ' unjuſt, and ng 
rous to himſelf, and troubleſome, and hateli 
to others; broken with Paleneſs, Leanne 
Cralineſs, ſore Eyes, and an Old-age, 
Death, contracted before their time : Thoi 
yet, what matter is it, when he dye, that ne 
liv'd ? and ſuch is the Pifure of this gre 
Wiſe Man : And here again, ( & as ok 
| Barzgayur ) do thoſe Frogs of the Stairh 
croak at me , and fay , that nothing is mt 
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ſerable than Madneſs ; But, Folly is the next 
Pree, if not the very thing, For what elſe 
Madneſs, than for a man to be out of his 
ts? Butto let 'em ſee, how they are 
an out of the way, with the Muſes good fa- 
ur, we'll take this Syllogiſm in pieces : 
brilly argu*d I muſt confeſs ; but, as Socrates 
Plato teac1es us, how by ſplitting one Ye- 
7, and one Cmpid, to make two of either ; in 
e manner , told thoſe Logicians have 
re, and diſtinguiſht Madneſs, from Madneſs, 
at leaſt they would be thought, to be well 
their wits themſelves : For all Madneſs is 
"Xt miſerable, or Horace had never call'd his 
petical fury ( amabilis inſania) a beloved 
Ladneſs : Nor Plato, plac'd the Raptures of 
ers, Prophets, and Lovers, amongſt chechief- 

Rt Bleſſings of this Life : Nor that Sybil in 
irgil, Cal?'d Aneas's Travels, Mad Labours ; 
tthere are two ſorts of Madneſs, the one, 
hat which the revengeful Furies , ſend privi- 
from Hell, as often, as they let looſe their 
nakes, andput into mens breaſts, either the 
lelire of War, or an infatiate thirſt after 
pd, or ſome diſhoneſt Love, or Parricide, 
dr Inceſt, or Sacriledge, or the like Plagues; 
vr when they .terrifie ſome guilty ſoul, with 
Conſcience of his Crimes ; The other, but 
nothing like this , that which comes from mw 
an 
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and 15 ot ail ocher things the molt delirgh 
Which happens, as oft as ſome plealing & 
not onely clears the mind of its trouble 
cates, but renders it more jocund ; And 
was that, which, as a ſpecial blefsing of 
Gods, Cicero writing to his frierid Ath 
wiſht to himſelf, that he might be the leſs 
ſible of thoſe miſeries, that then hung over 
Common-wealth : Nor was that Grecian 
Horace ) much wide of it, who was ſo far 
that he would lit by himſelf, whole daies in 
Theatre, laughing, and clapping his hands 
if he had ſeen ſome -Tragedy ating, whe 
im truth, there was nothing preſemed z ye 
other things, a man well enough 3 pleaſant 
mong; his Friends, kind to his Wife, and 
pood a Maſter to his Servants ( — ſign 
won inſanire lagene ) that if they had broken 
Seal of his Bottle, he would not have runm 
for 't : But atlaſt, when by the care of 
Friends, and Phyſick, he was freed from 


Diſtemper, and become his own man agai 


he thus expoſtulates with them ( — Pab 


occidiſtts, amiciy Non ſerwaſtic, att, Cul fie | 


torta voluptas ) Now, by Pollax, my Friet 


ye have rather kill'd, than preſery'd ms 1 


thus forcing me from tny pleaſure » By whic 
| youlſee, he lik'd it ſo well, that he loſt "it! 
gainſt bis will; And; truſt me, I chink» tt 


( 
| 
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re the madder o'th' ewo, and had the greater 
d of Hellebore , that ſhould offer to look 
on ſo pleaſant a madneſs, asan evilto be re- 
ov'd by Phylick; though yer, I have not deter- 
in'd, whether every Diftemper of the. Senſe 
Underſtanding, be to be call d Madnefle : 
pr neither he, that, having weak eyes, ſhould 
ea Mule for an Aſs, nor be, that ſhould ad- 
Ire an inlipid Poem, as excellent, would be 
eſently thought mad; But he, that ſhould not 
jely want common ſenſe, and fail in his judg- 
ent, andthat too, more than ordinary, and 
pon all occalions; he, I muſt confeſs, would be 
jought to come very near to it : As if any one 
aring an Aſs bray, ſhould take it for excel» 
It mulick, or a Begger conceive himſelf a 
ing: And yet this kind of madneſs, if, as it 
dmmonly happens, it turn to pleaſure, it 
rings a great delight, not oxely tothem that 
e poſſeſt with it, but to thoſe alſo that behold 
, though perhaps they may not be altogether 
d mad as the other 3 for the Species: of this 
ladneſs, is much larger than the people take 
to be - for one mad man laughs at another, 
id beget themſelves a mutual pleaſure ; Nor 
es it ſeldom happen, that he that is the more 
tad, laughs at him that is lefſe mad; And 
1 this yz CVvery man is the more happy, 


2 how many reſpeRs the more he. is mad; 
and, 
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and, it 1 were judge 1n the caſe, he ſhould 
rang'd in that Claisis of Folly, 'that4s peculi 
mine ; which, introth, is ſo large, and 
verſal, that I ſcarce know, any one in all 
kind, that is wiſe at all hours, or has notſ{y 
rang or other of madneſs; with this diftee 
cnely, that if any one miſtake a Woman, | 
Weather-cock, he be, :p/o fatto, pronoune 
mad, becauſe all men ſee the contrary; 
where a man having a Wife, which he hc 
in common with his Neighbours , ſhall 
ſwear, ſhe's more chaft than Penelope, and hy 
himſelf in his happy miſtake, he, by no me 
is to be accounted mad, in as much as it is! 
common caſe, of moſt Husbands - : And 
this Claſsis alſo, do they appertain, that fleig 
every thing, in nodes. of hunting; 
Py they take an unimaginable pleafure 
ear the yell of the Horns, and the yelp 
the Hounds, and I believe, could pick fot 
what extraordinary, out of their very exct 
ment : And then, what pleaſure they take 
ſee a Buck, or the like, unlac'd ? Letordi 


ry fellows cut op an Ox, or a Weather, 'rxe 


a crime to have this done, by any thing 
than a Gentleman! who with his Hat oth 
his bare knees, and a Cuttoe for that pi 
( for every Sword, or Knife, is not allc 
with a curious ſuperſtitiong and certain 
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res, layes open the ſeveral parts, in their 
peRive order, while they that hemm him in, 
nire it with (ilence, as ſome new religious 
remony, though ,perhaps they have ſeen it, 
bundred times before : And if any of 'em 
nce to get the leaſt piece of *t, he preſently 
ks himſelf ns ſmall Gentleman ; In ll 
ich, they drive at nothing more, than to 
ome Beaſts themſelves, while yet they itna- 
, they live the life: of Princes : And next 
ſe, may be reckon'd thoſe, that have ſuch 
itch of Building; one while changing 
nds into Squares, and preſently again 
rata rotundis ) Squares jnto Rounds : never 
dwing, either meaſure, or end, till at laſt, 
uc'd to the utmoſt poverty, there remains 

to them, ſo much as a place where they 

y lay their head, or wherewith to fill their 
lyes? And why all this? But that they may 
over a few years, in feeding their fooliſh 

ies : And, in my opinion, next theſe may 
reckon'd, ſuch, as with their new inventi- 
, and occult arts, undertake to change the 
is of things, and hunt all about after a cer- 
) fifch Efſence ; Men ſo bewitcht with this 
ent hopegthat it never repents them of their 
, or expence; bur are ever contriving, 

; they may cheat themſelves, till having 
at all, there is oot enough lefe them, to 
provide 
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provide another furnace: And yet they haver 
dcne dreaming t!1eſe their pleaſant Dre 
but encourage others, as much as intheMle 
to the ſame Happineſs : And at laſt, whentix 
are quite loſt, in all their Expectations , Ut 
chear up themſelves with this Sentence==( 
mognis, vel wolniſſe ſat ft ) In great things, 
very attempt is enough ; and then complain, 
the ſhortneſs of mans life , that is not ſus 
ent for ſo great an Undertaking. And the 
for Gameſtersy I am a little doubtful, 
ther they are to be admitted, into our 
ledge ; and yet, 'tis a fooliſh , and ridicul 
light,” to ſee ſome addiQed (o to't,that they 
no ſooner hear the ratling of the Dice, | 
their heart leaps, and dances again + Andthe 
when,time after time,they are fo far drawn 
with the hopes of winning , that they h 
made ſhipwrack of all, and having ſplit the 
Ship, on that Rock of Dice ' ( non pax.d f 
dabilicrem 7alea ) no leſs terrible, than t 
Biſhop and's Clerks,ſcarcegot ative to ſho 
they chuſe rather,to cheat any man(ofcheirj 

\ Debts) than no: pay the money they loſt, le 
otherwiſe, forſooc!., they be thought no men 
their words. Again, what is ityl pray, tf 
old fellows, and half blind, to play with $ 
acles? Nay , and when a juſtly-deſer 
Gout, has knotted their Knuckles, to hire 
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aſter, or one that may put the Dice in the 
Box for them? A pleaſant thing I muſt con- 
eſs, did it not,for the moſt part, end in quar- 
rels, and therefore, belongs rather to the Fu- 
ries, than Me. But threre is no doubt, Hut tha, 
hat kind of men? are wholly ours, who love 
0 hear, or tell feign'd Miracles, and ſtrange 
zes, and are never weary of aoy Tale, though 
never ſo long, ſo it be of Ghoſts, Spirits , 
oblings, Devils, or the like ; which the far- 
her they are from truth, the more readily 
hey are believ'd, and the more do they tickle 
beir itching ears: And theſe, ſerve not only 
0 paſs away time, but bring profit, eſpecial» 
yyto Maſſe Prieits, and Pardoners : And next 
0theſe are they, that have gotten a fooliſh, 
bur pleaſant perſwalion, that if they can but 
ee a Wodden or painted Polypheme Chri- 
Fopber, they ſhall not die that day ; or do but 
lute a carv'd- Barbera, in the uſual ſet Form, 
tat be ſhall return ſafe from Batcail ; or make 
us application to Eraſmmr, on certain days, 
vith ſome ſmall Wax Candles , and proper 
Prayers, that he ſhall quickly be rich : Nay, 
ey have gotten an Hercules, another H ippoly* 

» and a St. George, whoſe Horſe, molt reli- 
viouſly ſer out, with Trappings, and Boſſes , 
aere wan's little, but they worſhip ; however, 


ley endeavour to make him their friend, by 
H:.2 ” ſome 
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ſome Preſent or other ; and to ſwear by 
Maſters Brazen Helmet , is an Oath for 
Prince : or what ſhould I ſay of them, t 
hugs themſelves, with their counterfeit Þ 
dons ; that have meaſur'd_ Purgatory by 
Hour-glaſs, and. can , without the leaſt 
ſtake, demonſtrate its Azes, Years, Moneth 
Days, Hours, Minutes, and Seconds, as itwe 
in a Mathematical Table ? Or what of thok 
who havins confidence in certain Magic 
charms, and ſhort Prayers invented by { 
pious Impoſtour, either for his Souls | 

or profits ſake, promiſe to themſelves 
thing ; Wealth, Honour, . Pleaſure , Pleny 
g00d Health, long Life, lively Old-age, 8 
the nextplace to Chriſt in the other World 
which yet they delire may not happen too ſoo! 
that is to ſay, before the pleaſures of this lik 
has left them : And now ſuppoſe, ſome 
chant, Souldier, or Judge, out of ſo many 
pines, parts with ſome ſmall piece of money 
he ſtraight conceives, all that ſink of his whole 
life, quite cleans*d : ſo many Perjuries, ſom 
ny Luſts, ſo many Debaucheries, ſo mat 
Contentions, ſo many Murders, ſo many DL 
ceipts, ſo many breaches of Truſt, ſo mi 
Treacheries bought off, as it were by compatt; 
and ſo bought off, that they may begin 
upon a new ſcore : But what is more m_ 


27 AST. ERNIE OATS at te eee SR Ld aro tt rain nd =. 


{he "raiſe of Folly. 9 


an thoſe, or ratizer more happy, wo daily 
citing thoſe ſeven verſes of the Pſalms, pro- 
niſe tothemielves, more than the top of Feli- 
ity : which Magical verſes, ſome Devil or 
dcherg. a merry one without doubt, but more 
Blab of his Torigue than crafty, is believ'd 
o have diſcover'd to St. Bernd, but not with- 
duta Trick; and theſe are *ſo fooliſh, that I 
m half aſham'd of *em my ſelf, and yet they 
reapprov'd, and that not onely by the com- 
non people, but even the Profeflors of Reli- 
von. Andwhat, are not they alſo almoſt the 
ame where ſeveral Countryes avouch to them- 
elves their peculiar Saint, and asevery one of 
bem has his particular gift, ſo alſo, his par- 
icular Form of Worſhip ? As, one is "good 
or the Tooth-ach; another, for Groaning- 
omen 3 a third, for Stollen Goods ; afourth, 
or making a Voyage Proſperons 3 and a 
fth,to cure Sheep of the Rot; & ſo of the reſt, 
or it would be too tedious to run over all : 
nd ſome there are , that are good for more 
hings than one; but chiefly, the Virgin Mo-+ 
her, to whom, the common people, do in a 
manner atrribate more , than to the Son: Yet 
what do they beg of theſe Saints, but what be- 
longs to Folly? To examine it a little:among all 
thole offerings, which are ſo frequently hung 
up in Churches, nay np to the very Roof of 
F 3 {ome 
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ſome of *em ; did you ever fee rhe leaſt x 
knowledgment from any one, that had left hi 
Folly, or grown a Hairs-breadth the wiſer} 
One ſcapes a Shipwrack, and gets ſafe to Shore 
Another,ran through in a Duel,recovers / 
nother, while the reſt were fightins,ran out 
the Field, no leſs luckily, than valiantly 3 Ar 
other, condemn'd to be hang'd,by the favourd 
ſome Saint or other, a friend to Thieves, gt 
off himſelf by impeaching his fellows ; At 
other eſcap'd by breaking Priſon ; Another 
 recover'd from his Feaver in ſpight of his Ply: 
fitian; Anothers poiſon turning to a looſne 
prov'd his Remedy , rather than Death; al 
that to his Wife's no ſmall ſorrow, inth 
ſhe loſt both her labour and her charge ; 
others Cart broke , and he ſav'd his Horſe 
Another preſerv'd from the' fall of a Houle; 
Another taken tardy by her. Husband, per 
ſwades him out of'tz All theſe hang up w 
Tablets, but no one gives thanks for his rec: 
very from Folly ; fo ſweet a thing it I nd 
to be Wiſes that, on the contrary, men rathet 
pray againſt any thing, than Folly : But 


do I Ianch out into this Ocean of Supe 
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Ferrea vox, omnes fatw;rum evolucre forma:y 
Omnia ſtultitie percurrere nomina poſſim : ) 


ad T an hundred.Tongues , as many Monthes, 

d a Voice never fo (trons, yet were I not 
ole to run over the ſeveral forts of Fools, or 
Ithe names of Folly ; ſo thick do they ſwarm 
ery where : and yet our Prieſts, make na 
ruple to receive, and cheriſh 'em, as proper 
traments of profit ; whereas if ſome ſcur- 
Wiſe fellow ſhould ſtep up, and ſpeak 
kings as they are 3 as, To live well, is the way 
d dye well z The beſt way, to get quit of lin, 
sStoadd ro the money thou giv, the Hatred 
f (in, Tears, Watchinzs , Prayers, Faitings, 
nd amendment of life ; Such, or fuch a Saint 
ill favour thee, if thou imitareft his life ; 
hee, I ſay, and the like, ſhould this Wiſe 
nan chat to the people, from what happineſs, 
nto how great troubles would he draw 'em ? 
Df this Colledge alſo are they , who jn their 
ife-time appoint, with what ſolemnity they'll 
de buried , and particularly fet down, how 
any Torches , how many Mourners , how 
many Sinzers, how many Alms-men they will 
have at it 3 as if any ſenſe of it could come to 
hem, or that it were a fhame to them that 
their Corpſe were not honourably interr'd ; 


ſo curious are they herein, as if 1ike the _ 
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of old, theſe were to preſent tome Shews, 
Banquet to the people-and though I am in hal, 
yet I cannot yet paſs by them, who though thy 
differ nothing, from the meaneſt Cobler, ye 
*tis ſcarcely credible, how they flatter theny 
ſelves with the empty Ticle of Nobility z One 
derives his Pedegree from Aneas , ano 
from Br«:s, a third, from the Star by the Tall 
of Hrſa Major : They ſhew you on every lide, 
the Statues and Pi&ures of their Anceſtours, 
Run over their great Grandfathers, and gret 
great Grandfathers of both Lines, and the An- 
tients Matches of their Families : when then- 
ſelves yet,are but once remoy'd from a Statne;i 
not worſe, than thoſe trifles they boaſt of 3 and 
yet by means of this pleaſant ſelf- love, they 
live a happy life, Nor are they leſs Fools, 
who admire theſe Beaſts, as if they were Gods: 
But what do I ſpeak of any one or 'tother pat- 
ticular kind of men, as if this ſelf-Love, had 
not the fame effe& every where, and renderd 
moſt men, ſuperabundantly happy ? As whens 
fellow, more deform'd than a Baboon, ſhall 
believe himſelf handſomer, than Homers  N+ 
rius3 Another, as ſoon as he can draw twocr 
three lines with a Compaſs , preſently think 
himlelf an Euclid. A third ('ay0; meds avgar )that 
underſtands Mulick no more than my H 
and tor his yoice, 


ian SG arti lr wh - He, lai 


| The Praiſe of Folly. 73 


{——— Quo deterins nec 
[le ſonat, quo mordetur Gallina marito,) 


hoarſe as a Dunghil-Cock, ſhall yet conceive 
mſelf another Hermogenes ; But of all mad- 
ks, that*s the moſt pleaſant, when a man ſee- 
1s another, any way excellent, in what he 
etends to himſelf, makes his boaſts of it, as 
pnfidently, as if it were his owns And ſuch 
5that rich fellow in Sen:ca, who when ever 
> told a tory, had his ſervants at his elbow, 
prompt him the names 5 and to that heighe 
id they flatter'd him, that he did not queſti- 
but he might venture a rubbers at cuffs, a 
an otherwiſe ſo weak, he could ſcarce ſtand, 
ely preſuming on this, that he had a com- 
any of ſturdy ſervants about him: Org to 
hat purpoſe 'is it, I ſhould mind ye of our 
rofeflors of Arts ? Foraſmuch as this Self- 
ve, is ſo natural to them all, that they had 
ther part with their Fathers land, than their 
oliſh Opinions 3 but chiefly Players , Fid- 
rs, Orators, and Poets, of' which, the 
ore ignorant each of them is, the more 
olently he pleaſes himſelf, that is to ſay, 
aunts, and Spreads out his Plumes : 
nd ( inveninnt ſemiles, labra , lattucas) like 
rs, find like Lettice ; nay, the more fooliſh 
any 
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any thivg is, the more 'tis admir'd, the gre 
number, being ever tickled, at the worſt thing 
becauſe, as I ſaid before, moiſt men are ſoft 
je& to folly : And therefore, if the,m 
fooliſha man is, the more he pleaſes him 
and is admir'd by others, to what purr 
ſhould he beat his brains, about trne kn 
leds, which firſt, will coſt him dear, andne 
render him the more troubleſome, and | 
confident, and laſtly, pleafe onely a few? 
now I conlider ity Nature has planted, 
onely in particular men, but even in every N 
tion, and ſcarce any City is there withouti 
kind of common ſelf-loye: And hence is it;t 
the Engliſh, belides other things, particular 
challenge to themſelves, Beauty, Mulick, 
Feaſting 3 The Scots, are proud of their N 
bility, Alliance to the Crown, and Logic 
Subtilties ; The French, think themſelyest 
onely well-bred men; The Pariſans, e 
cluding all others, arrogate to themſelves t 
onely knowleds of Divinity z The /talia 
afirm they are the onely Malters of goodlz 
ters, and Eloquence, and flatter themlſeln 
on this account, that of all others, they ons 
ly, are nor barbarous :; In which kind of hp 
pineſs, thoſe of Rim claim the firſt place, i 
dreamins to themſelves of ſomewhat (Ik 
not what) of old Rome ; The' Yenetions, Tai 
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mſelves happy, in the opinion of their No- 
ty : The Greeks, as if > were the onely 
hors of Sciences, ſwell chemſelves with 
Titles of the Ancient Herees : The Turk, 
j all that ſink of the truly barbarous, chal« 
ce to themſelves the onely glory of Religi- 
and laugh at Chriſtians, as ſuperſtitions : 
| much more pleaſantly the Jews, expe to 
s day, the coming of the Meſhas, and ſo ob- 
ately contend for their Law of Miſes: 
ie Spaniards, give place to none inthe repu- 
ion of Souldiery: The Germans, pride 
mſelves in their Talneſs of Stature , and 
ill in Magick : And, not to inſtance 1n every 
rticular, you ſee, 1 conceive, how much 
tisfaction, this Self-love, who has a Siſter 
{oy not unlike her ſelf, cald Flattery, be- 
ts every where , for Self-love is no more, 
n the ſoothins of a mans ſelf, which, done 
) another, is flattery : And thongh perhaps 
this day it may be thought infamous, yet it is 
d only with them, that are more taken with 
rords than things : They think truth, is in- 
onliftent with Aattery, but that it is much” 
therwiſe, we may learn from the examples of 
rute Beaſts: What more fawnins than a 
Dos ? And yet what more truſty > What has 
ore of thole little tricks, than a Squirrel ? 
nd yet what more loving to man? Unleſs 
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perhaps you'll ſay, M2a bad. better conye 
with fierce Lions, mercileſs Tigers, andf 
rious Leopards; for that , flattery is t 
moſt pernicious of all things , by means 
which, ſome treacherous perſons, and max 
ers, have run the credulons inco ſuch miſchief 
But.chis of mine,proceeds from a certain gent 
neſfs,& uprightneſs of mind,and comes nearet 
Vertue, than it's oppolire Auſterity, or a 
roſe and troubleſome peeviſhneſs, as Hw: 
calls it : Tis ſapports the dejected, relie 
the diſtreſſed, encourazes the fainting, 
kens the ſtupid, refrehzs the (icky ſupplest 
untratable, joyns loves rogether, and key 
them ſo joyn'd : It entices children to ak 
their- learning, makes old men frolick anl 
under the colour of praiſe, does without 
fence, both tell Princes their faults, andihe 
them the way to amend 'em : In ſho-t,it ma 
every min the more jocund, and acceptable 
bimſelf, which is the chiefeſt point of felia 
ty : Agen, What is more friendly than wit 
(mutizum mui [c:bunt) two horſes ſcrub on 
another ? And to ſay nothin of it, that it' 
main part of that fam'd eloquence, the bei 
part of Paylick, and the onely thing inPc 
try; cis the delight and reliſh of all humane 
Society. But 'tis a ſad thing, they ſay, to# 
miſtaken : Nay rather he is moſt miſerable 


(\ 


moo yy rg Aywo—g Io Ie oo ow et _— m - - 


The Praiſe of Folly. : We. wo 


tis not ſo; for they are quite belide the 
k , that place the Happineſs of men in 
ings themſelves, (ince it onely depends upon 
jinion 3 for ſo g'eat is the obſcurity, and 
jety of humane affairs, that nothins can be 
arly known, as it is truly ſaid by our Aca- 
nicks, the leaſt infolent of all the Philoſo- 
rs; or if it could, it would bur obſtru 
pleaſure of life. Laſtly, the mind of man 
ſo fram'd, that it is rather taken with falſe 
ſours, than truth ; of which , if any one 
$4 mind to make the experiment, let him 
to Church, and hear Sermons, in which, 
there be any thins ſerions deliver'd, the 
aditory is either aſleep, yawning, or weary of 
but if the Preacher (pardon my miſtake, 
yould have ſaid Dzclaimer) as too often it 
pens,fall but into an old Wifes ſtory,they 're 
ſently awake,prick up their ears, and gape 
erit: In like manner, if there be any Poe- 
al Saint, or one of whom there goes more 
ries than ordinary ; as for example, a Gecrge, 
briſtopher, or a Barbara, you ſhall ſee him 
re religiouſly worſhipp'd, than Peter, Poul, 
even Chriſt himſelf : But thefe things are 
tfor this place : And now, at how cheap 
te is this happineſs purchaſt? Foraſmuch 
tothe thing itſelf, a mans whole endeavour 


equir'd, be it never ſo inconliderable ; _ 
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the opinion of it, is ealily taken up, 
yet conduceth as much, 07 mores to happi 
for ſuppoſe a man were eating rotten Stock 
the very ſmell of which would choak and 
and yet beliey'd it a diſh for the Gods; 
diff:rence is there; as to his happineſs? Wha 
as,on the contrary, if anothers ftomackf 
curn at a Scur9ions wherein, I pray, is he 
pier than t'ocher? If a man have a 
il|-fayour'd Wife , who yet, in his Eye,n 
ſtand in competition with Yenas, is it not 
ſame, as if the were truly beautiful 7 0 
ſceing an ugly, ill-painted piece, he f 
admire the work, as believing it ſome x 
Maſter's hand, were he, not much -happic 
think ye, than they, that buy ſuch thing 

| vaſt rates, and yet perhaps reap, lels ple 
from *em, than t%ther ? I know one of 
name, that gave his new marri'd Wie, { 
counterfeit Jewels, and, as he was a plea 
Droll, perſwaded her, that they were note 
ly right, but of an ineſtimable price: 
what difference, I pray, to her, that wa 
well pleafd, and contented with 
and kept it as warily, as if *t 'ad beenatn 
ſure? #n the mean time, the Husband fay'diioo, 
money, and had this advantage of her follypir 
he oblig*d her as much,as if he had | 
at a great rate; Or what difference,think year 
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n thoſe in Plato's imagivary Cave, Wi 
nd gaping at the Shadows, and Figures of 
ings, ſo they pleaſe themſelves, and have 
) need to wiſthz and that Wiſe Man, who be- 
8 got looſe from 'em , ſees things, truly as 
y are ? whereas that Cobler in Zacien, ifhe 
ight always bave continu'd , his Golden 
eams, he would never have delir'd, any 0- 
happineſs : So then, there is nodifference3 
,if there be , the Fools ha' the *vantage: 
irſt, in that their happineſs coſts them leaſt; 
at is to ſay, onely ſome ſmall perſwaſion r 
ext, that they enjoy. it in common ; and the 
ſſefſlion of no good can be delightful with- 
It 4 companion : for who does not know 
hat a dearth there is of Wiſe men, if yet 
one be to be found? atd though the 
preeks, for theſe ſo many ages , have ac- 
dunted upon ſeaven only; yet, ſo help me 
Jercules, do but examine-'em narrowly, and 
| be hang'd if ye find one half-witted fellow, 
ay or ſo much as one quarter of a Wiſe man, 
nons|*em all : for whereas, among the ma- 
y praiſes of Bacchus, they reckon this the 
bief, That he 'waſheth away cares, and that 
do, in an inftant, do but fleep off his weak 
pirits, and they come on agen / albir, ut 
iunt , quadrigis )* as we ſay , on horſeback : 
t how much larger, and more preſent u 
tne 
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P 
thebenenc ye rece.ve byme, lince , as it we 
with a perpetual drunkenneſs,I fill your thi 
with Mirth , Fancies, and Jollitiesz and 
too, without any trauble? Nor is there 
man living, whom I let be without it; whe 
as the gifrs of the Gods, are ſcambled ſome 
one, and ſome to another : The ſprightly 
licious Wine that drives away cares, andle 
ſuch a Flavour behind it, grows not 
where ; Beauty, the gift of Venus, happens 
few 3 And to fewer, gives Mercury Eloquend 
Hercules makes not every one rich; Homer: 
piter, beltows not Empire on all men; 
oftentimes favours neither ſide; Many ret 
ſad from Apoliy*'s Oracle ; Phebas ſometime 
ſhoots a Plague amongſt us ; Neptune drc 
more than he ſaves; To ſay nothing of the 
(/ ejoves.or Jmiſchievous Gods, P/atoer, Ate} 
niſhments,Feavours, and the like,not God: 
Executioners ; I am that only Folly, that k 
readily, and indifterently beſtow my bene 
on.all ; Nor do I look to be entreated, ora 
I ſubject to take pert, and require an expiatar 
ſacrifice, if ſome Ceremony be omitted; 
do I(--ca/um terris,C mare calo Jbeat heave 
earth together, if when the reſt ofthe 
are invited, I am paſt by, or not admitted: 
the ſteam of their. Sacrifices : For the reſt 
the Gods, are ſo curious in this point, 


The Praife. of Folly.  / 
1 an omifſion may chance to ſpoil a n 
lineſs, and _th e one had as good ev'n 
'*m alone, as worſhip 'em ; Juſt like ſome 
, who are ſo hard ro®pleaſe; and withall 
ready to do miſchief ; that 'tis better be a 
anger , than have any familiarity with *em : 
t no man, you'll ſay, ever ſacrific'd to Folly, 
built me a Temple - And troth, as I ſaid 
ore, I cannot but wonderat the ingratitude 
becauſe I am ealie- to- be-entreated, - ler 
adviſe ye berter- , : though truelie, Þ can 
ce requeſt .it- for why ſhould L require 
enſe', | Wafers, a Goat, or Sow, when all 
n, pay me that worſhip every where, which 
>» much approv'd ,- even by our very Di- 
$? Unleſs perhaps I- ſhould enyy Dies, 
her Sacrifices are mingled with Humane 
od : Thendo I conceive my ſelf, moſt re- 
ouſlie worſhipp'd, when every where , as 
generally doney men. embrace me in their 
ads, expreſs me in. their Manners, atd re- 
tme in their Lives; which worſhip of 
Saints, is Rot ſo ordinary among Chriſti- 
: How' many are there that -_ Candles 
the Virgin Mothers and that at 
, when there's no need of 'em? But h 
are there, that ſtudie to imitate her, 1 
neſs of Life, Hurtiility, and love of ;H 
lie things 3 whichis Ln true worſbip, 29d 
mMg= 
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moſt acceptable ro Heaven? Belides y/ 
ſhould I delire a Temple, when the whole 

is my Temple, and, I'm deceiy'd; or ts 
goodly one Þ Nor caf1 TI want Prieſts, but i 
Land, where there ate no men: NoramT7 
ſo fooliſh , as to require Statnes, or pai 
Images, which do often obſtru&t tny Wo 
ſince among the ſtupid , and groſs multi 
thoſe Figures are worſhipt, for the Yi 
themſelves ; And ſo it would fare - with me, 
it doth with them, that are turn'd out of & 
by their Subſtitutes: No, 7 have $ 
enough, and as many, as there are Mew'e 
ry one bearing my lively Reſemblance in 


Face, how unwilling ſo ever he beto thecat 
trary : and therefore there is no reaſon wir 
ſhould envie the reſt of the Gods, if in-par 
cular places they have their particular 
ſhip ; and that too on ſet-days ; As P, 


at Khodes ; at Cyprus, Venusy at Argas, * 

at Athens, Minerva , in Ol , = 
at apes 56 gs and I. > leſp 
Priapzs ; as long as the World in general, pt 
forms Heros. day, much better acritcs\iſe 
Wherein notwithſtanding, if I ſhall ſeem 
any one to have ſpoken more boldlieyt 
truliez Letus,if ye pleaſe, look a little into 
lives .of men, and ir will eaſily appear, uy 
onel ; how much they owe to me, but muy 
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eſteem me , even from the hbigheft, ro 

We loweſt : And yet, we will not run over the 
ts Wres of everie one ,. for that would be roo 
inW0s ; but onelie ſome few of the great-ones, 
I\SFon whence we: ſhall ealilie conjeRure the 
neſt : For, to-what purpoſe is -it to ſay any 
Wing of the common people, who ,; without 
ſpure, are whollie nine ? for they abound 


ry where, with ſo -many ſeveral ſorts of 

e, Molly, and are everie day ſo: bulie , in invent- 

8 new, that a thoufand Demoeriti” are too 

for ſo general a laughter, chough- there 

exere another Democritns to laugh at them too4 

1 W's almoſt incredible what Sport and Paſtime, 
ey dailie make the Gods ; for, though'the 


by We alide their ſober, foretoon hours, to dif- 
Witch bulineſs, and receive prayers yR 
hen they: begin to be well whitled with Ne- 
r, and cannot think of any thing that's ſe- 

jus , they get 'em. up into ſome part of 
Weaven, that has better proſpe& than others 
dd thence look dowry upon the aQions of 
n; Nar is thereanie things that pleafes 'em 
aetter. Good good t what an excellent ſight 
s ? how many ſeveral Hurlie-burlies of 
ols? for I my ſelf fometimes {it among 

ſe Poetical Gods : Here's one deſperate- 

in love with a young Wenclr , and the 

re ſhe Dleights him , the more outragi« 

: G 3 dulliey 
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ouſl'e, be loves her; Another” mini 
womans money, not: her ſelf 5 Anothey' 

ſitutes his wife; Anothers jealoulia 

more eyes on her than 4rgos;Anotherbec 
a Mourner, and how fooliſhlie be:icarrig 
nayy hires others to bear bim-1campini 
make it, -more ridiculousz Anothery we 
over 'his Mother in Law's Gravey: 
ſpendsiall he can rap 'and run,'on this Belk 
to be: the more hungry : after it z''Ane 

thinks: there is no happineſs , but. inf 
and' jidjeneſs; Another turmoils himſelf: 
bout other mens' butineſs, .and':neglefy 
own ; Another, thinks himſelf rich 1n ak 
up moneys, and : changihg Securities, 4 
ſay, borrowing of Peter to pay" Pal; andi 
a ſhore-time, becomes bankrupt's Ai 
ſtarves himſelf, to earich-this Heir; Anothe 
for {ſmall and incertain gain, expoſes hisli 
to the caſualties of Sas, and Winds; whi 
yet ng money can reſtore ; Another, had t 
ther get Riches by War, than live peace 
at home; And -ſome there are, "that thi 
them <ealieſt attain'd;by. courtins' old thildl 
men with Preſents; And others ww 
making rich old women believe,” | 
*M; both which, afford the Gods moſt exe 
lent paſtime, to ſee them cheated by the 
perſons, they thought to have ovyer-cadit: 
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| moſt fooliſh and balcit of all others are our 
erchants (to wit, ſuch/as ventare onfevery 
ing,be it never-ſo diſhoneſt,and manage it'no 
-r) who though they lie by no allowance, 
rear and forſwear, ſteal, cozen,and'cheat, yet 
wfle themſelves into-.the firit rank;*and all 
cauſe they have Gold 'Rings on their” Fin- 
s : Nor are they without their flattering 
riers that admire. them, and give 'em open- 
thetitle of Honourable, in hopes no doubr, 
zoet ſome ſmall ſnip of *'t themſelves: There 
realſo a kind of Pythagoreans, with whom all 
ings are ſo common ,' that if they get any 
ing under their Cloaks,' they make no more 
ple of carrying it away, than if *were their 
vn by inheritance : There are others'too,that 
eonely rich in conceir, and while theyFancie 
) themſelves pleaſant dreams, conceive that 
nough-to make them happy : Some defire to 
e accounted wealchy abroad, and are yet rea- 
v to ſtarve at home : - One makes what haſte he 
to ſet all going, and angther rakes ittoge- 
her by right or wrong: This man is ever 
abouring for publick honours, and another 
ies ſleeping in a Chimney-corner + A great 
nany undertake endlefs Suites; and ontvie one 
nother, who ſhall moſt enrich the-Delatory 
adge, or Corrupt Advocate : One js all for 
ovations ; and another for ſome 'preat-be- 
G 3 knows- 
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knows-not-what ; Another leaves his 
and Children at home, and goes t0 Feral, 
Rams:, or 1n >. gy to St. Famer 5s wt 

he has no buſineſs ſhort, if a. man, 
Menipps> of old, could look down from 
Moon, and behold thoſe innumerable rufling 
of Mankind, he would think he faw a fwar 
of Flies, and Gnats, quarrelling among the 
ſelves, fighting, laying Traps for one anothe 
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falli dying : Nor is it to be beliey 
what irs a broils this little creature rai 
and yet in bow ſhort a. time, it comes ton 
thing its ſelfz while ſometimes War, othe 
times Peſtilence ſweeps off many thoulank ] 
'em together : But letme be moſt fooliſh 
ſelf, and one whom Democritss not « 
laugh at, but flout, if I go one 
in the diſcovery of the Follies, and fle 
of the common people : I'll betake w othe 
that carry the reputation of Wiſe men 
hunt after that golden Bough,: as ſays the Pro- 
verb: Amongſt whom, the Grammarians he 
the firſt place , a generation of - men; than 
whom nothing would be more miſerable, ine 
thing more perplext, nothing more bated of 
the Gods, did not I allay the troubles of that 
intiful Profeſſion, with a certain kind of ph 
nt madneſs ; for they are not onely 
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& ; thoſe ( wirr% xardger;) five curſes (with 
on 
” 


ich Homer begins his Iliads ) as ſays' the 
& Epigramme , but ſix hundred as be- 
s ever hunger-ſtarv'd, and ſloyens in their 
(Schools did I ſay? Nay y 'rather 
grortiragies ) Cloiſters, Bridwells, or Slaug h- 
houſes ) grown .o1d among a company of 
yes, deaf with their noiſe, and pin'd away 
th ftench, and naſtineſs ; and yet by my 
ourtelie it is, that they. think themſelves the 
jolt excellent of all men ; fo greatly do t 
leaſe themſelves, in frighting a company ot - 
arful boyes, with a thundring voice, and big 
voks ; rormenting them with Ferules, Rods, 
Jznd Whips ; and, laying about 'em without fear 
xr wit, imitate the Afs in the Lions Skin : I 
he mean time, all that naſtineſs ſeems abſo- 
late Spruceneſs; that Stenchy a Perfume; and 
that miſerable laverie, a Kingdom; and ſuch 
too, as they would not change their Tyrannie, 
for Phalaris , or Dionyfius's Empire; Nor are 
they leſs happy, in that new Opinion. they 
have taken up, of being learned; for whereas 
moſt of *em beat into boys heads, nothing bur 
fooliſh Toyes, yer, ye good Gods | What Pale- 
wn, what Donatzs, do they not ſcorn in-com- 
pariſon of themſelves ? And ſo, I know not by 
what tricks, they bring it about, that to their 
boys fooliſh Mothers, as dolt-headed Fn. 
* G4 he 
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they paſs for ſuch as they fancy theme 
Add to this, that other pleaſure of theirg 
if-any of *em happen\ to find out',- who 
Anchiſer's Mother; or pick out of ſome war 
eaten Manuſcript, a word not- commer 
known, as ſuppoſe it Bubſegua,, ( fora: 
heard); Bovinator , (for a Wrangler) Mah 
culator, (for a Cutpurſe); or dig up the ruine 
of ſome ancient Monument, with the' letter 
half eaten out , O Jupiter / What towring 
What triumphs / What commendations+Asit 
they had conquer'd Africa, 'or taken in Bu: 
lon: But what of this, when-they, give up and 
down their fooliſh inlipid verſes, and: there: 
wants not - others, that admire 'em as much! 
They believe preſently , that 'Yirgi/'s foul is 
tranſmigrated into them? But nothing like this 
when with mutual complements they praiſe, 
admire, and claw one another ; whereas, it 
another do but flip a word,and one more quick- 
lighted than the reſt, diſcover it by accident, 
( "By dxans !') O! Herenles ! What nproary 
what bickerings, what taunts, what inveRtives? 
If I lye, let me have the ill will of all the 
Grammarians : I knew in my time (mawny 
16 Teroy quendam)) one of many Arts, a Grecian, 
a Latiniſk, a Mithrmatician, a Philoſopher, 4 
Phyſitian, ( x Tele baonumiy ) a Man maſter 
of 'emall; and ſixty yearsof age, who laying 
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all the reſt, perplext and tormented him- 
f for above twenty years, in the ſtudy of 
mmar , fully reckoning himſelf a Prince 
he might but live ſo long, till he could cer- 
nly determine , how the Eight parts of 
h were to be diſtinguiſht, which none of 
Greeks or Latines, had yet fully clear'd; 
if it were a matter to be decided by the 
ord, if a man made an Adverb of a Con- 
ion ; and for this cauſe is ity that we have 

W many Grammars , as Grammarians 3 nay 
re, foraſmuch as my friend Aldss, has givn 
above five, not patſins by any kind of G-am- 
ar, how barbarouſly, or tediouſly ſoever 
npil'd, which he has not turn'd over, and 
min'd ; envying every mans attempts in this 
nd , *how fooliſh ſo ever, 'and deſperately 
ncern'd, for fear another ſhould foreſtal him 
hisglory, and the labours of ſo many years 
riſh : And-now, whether had you rather call 
lis, Madneſs, ' or Folly ? It is no great mat- 
to me whether, ſo lonz as ye confeſs itis 

y my means, that a creature, otherwiſe the 
oſt miſerable of all others, is rais'd to that 
eight of felicity » that he has no delire- ta 
ange his condition, with the King of Perſia: 
he Poets, I muſt confeſs, are not altogecher 
much b2holding to me, though 'tis agreed 


all hands, they are of my partie too; be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe they are a free kind ot people, not re 
ftrain'd or limited to any thing, and all 
ftudies aim at nothing more, than to tick 

ears of fools , with-.meer trifles, and ridic 
lous fables; And yet they are ſo bold upox 
that you'll ſcarce believe, how they not one 
aſſure themſelyes of immortality , and a lik 
like the Gods, but promiſe it to others toe 
And to this order, before all others, Self-k 

and Flattery, are more peculiarly appendan 
nor am I worſhipt by any ſort of men, mil 
more plainneſs , or greater con « 4 
then, for the Rhetericians , though they nc 
and then ſhuffle and cut with the Philoſophe 

yet that theſe two are of my faction alſo, though 
many other Arguments might be prodnci: 
this clearly evinces it, that beſides thei®othel 
trifles, they have written ſo much, and ſoeriſce 
quilitely of Fooling; And ſo, who ever 
were that writ of the Art of Rhetorick to H 
rennins, he reckons Folly as a ſpecies of wit 
And Qintilian, the Soveraign of this Orde 

has a Chapter touching Laughter, more pr 
lixe than an Iliad : In fine, they attribute 
much.to Folly, that what many times cant 

be clear'd with the beſt Arguments, is 
now and then put off with a jeft : Unleſs pet 
haps you*ll ſay, 'Tis no part of Folly to proffrt i 
voke laughter , and that artificially : ys od al 
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xe batch alſo are they that hantafter immor- 
ity of Fame, by ſetting out Books ; of whom, 
web all of *em are endebted to me, yet in 

rſt place are they, that nothing but daub 
per with their empty Toyes; for they that 
re learnedly, to the underſtanding of a few 
holers, and refuſe not to ſtand the reſt of a 
fur, or Lelins, ſeem to me, rather to be 
tied, than happy, as perſons that are ever 
nenting themſelves3 Adding , Changing, 
ting in, Blotting out, Reviling, Reprint- 
5, ſhowing 't to friends ( nonumque prematur 
axum ) and nine years in correfting, yet 
er fully ſatished ; at ſo great a rate, do they 
chaſe this vain reward, to wit Prajſe,. and 

at too, of a very few,with ſo many watchi 
much ſweat, ſo much vexation, and loſs ot 
tep, the moſt pretious of all things 3 Add to 
is, the waſte' of health, ſpoil of complexi- 
, weakneſs of eyes, or rather blindneſs, po- 
erty, envie, abſtinence from pleaſure, over- 
aſty Old-age, untimely death, and the like 3 
d highly does this Wiſe man value the appro- 
ation of one or two blear-ey'd fellows : But 
w mach bappier is this my Writer's dotage, 
ho never ſtudies for any thing, but puts in 
ring what ever he pleaſes, or what comes 
t in his head, though it be but his Creams , 
od allthis, with ſmall waſte of Paper 3 0 well 
nowe 
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knogring that the vainer thoſe Trifles are, 
his phones they will have witlrthe pre 
number, that is to ſay, all the fools, and 
learned; And what matter is it, to flewh 
thoſe few learned, if yet they ever read the 
Or of what authority will the cenſure of 
few Wiſe men be, againſt ſo great a Cloud 
Gainſayers ? But they are the wiſer, that 
out other mens wor ks for their own, and tran 
fer that glory, which others with great pai 
have obtain'd to themſelves; relying on thi 
that they conceive, though it ſhould ſo happen 
that their theft be never fo plainly Jetedte, 
that yet they ſhould enjoy the pleaſure of i 

the preſent: And 'tis worth ones while 
conlider , how they pleaſe themſelves 

they are applauded by the common 

pointed at .in a Croud ( "Ovr@ ity 6 

axeiyes ) This is that excellent perſon ; lie 
Book-ſellers ſtalls; and in the rop of 

Page, have three hard words read, , but chit 
Exotick, and next degree to conjuring 3 wii 

by the immortal Gods, what are they but meerſÞu 
words? And axen, if ye conlider the worlg,h, 
by how few underſtood? and prais'd, by fewer 

fo: even amongſt the unlearned, there are di 
ferent palates : Or what is it,that their ownwe 
names, are often conterfeit? or borrow'd, fre 

ſome Books of the Antients ® When one 
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imſelf Telemachus, another Ste/enwsr, a third 
rite, afourth Polycraters a fifth Thrafme- 

s : So that there is no difference, whether 
Title their Books, with the Tale of a Tub, 
according to the Philoſophers, by Alpha, 
a: But the moſt pleaſant of all, is to ſee 
dem praiſe one onother, with Reciprocal 
piſtles, Verſes, and Encomiums; Fools , 
r fellow-Fools; and Dunces, their brother 
unces.* This, in t'others opinion, is an ab- 
lute A'ceurz. and the other, in his, a very 
limachus + He, looks upon 7#'ly, as nothing 
other;: and t'other again , pronunces him, 
ore learned than Plato: And ſomerimestoo, 
pick out their Antagoniſt, -and think to 

{e themſelves a Fame, by writing one a- 
inſt Yother + while ( Scinditar incercum ſtn- 
in contraria vulgur ) the giddy multitude, 
ſolong divided, to whether o'ch' two, they 
|| determine the Vicory, till each goes off 
dnquerour , & as, if he had done ſome great 
tion , fancies himſelf a Triumph : And 
dw Wiſe Men laugh at theſe things as fool- 
l, as indeed they are; who denies jt? yer 
mean time, ſuch is my kindneſs to 

m, they live a merry life, and wonld not 
ve , their imaginary Triumphs.no, not 
ith the Scipioer : While, yet thoſe Learned 


en, though they laugh the.c fill, and ng 
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the benefit, of others Folly, cannot wi 
out ingratitude, denie but that even they 
are not a little beholding to me them 
And amongſt them, our Advocates challe 
the firſt place, nor is there anie ſort ofpe 
ple chat pleaſe themſelves , like them; { 
while they dailie roul Si/phaus his Rane, 
quote ye a thouſand caſes , as it were in 
breath, no matter how little to the purpd 
and heap Gloſſes upon Gloſſes, and Opt 
ons on the neck of Opinions , they bri 
at laſt to this paſs, that "that ſtudie: 
other , ſeems the moſt difficult : - Add 
theſe,our Logicians, 8 Sophiſters,a gener 
on of men ( Xre Dodoneo loquacins ) 
pratling than an Echo, and the warſtof 't 
able to out-chat an hundred of the beſt pic 
Golfips : and yet their condition would 
much better, were they onely full of we 
and not ſo given to ſcolding, that they 
obltinatelie hack and hew -one another ( 
Jena caprina ) about a matter of nothing, 
make ſuch a ſputter about Terms, and We 
till they have quite loſt the Senſe; and 
they are ſo happy, in the good opimian 
themſelyes, that as ſoon as they are furm 
with two or three Syllogiſms, they daret 
Iy enter the Liſts againſt any- Man, upee 
Point 3 as not doubting, bur to ran him done 
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th noile, though the Opponent, were an- 
jer Stentor 3 And next theſe, come our 
iloſophers, fo much reverenc'd for their 
rd Gowns, and Starcht Beards, that they 
ok upon themſelves, as the onely Wiſe Men, 
| all others, as Shadows ; And yet how plea- 
ly do they dote, while they frame in their 
innumerable worlds ; meaſure out the 
In, the Moony the Stars, nay and Heaven it 
, as it were, with a pair of Compaſſes ; lay 
wn the Cauſes of Lightning, Winds, Eclip- 
s,and other the like Inexplicable Matters 
{ all this too without the © leaſt doubting 7 
if they were Nature's Secretaries, or d 
among us, from-the Council of the 
dds; while,in the mean time, Nature laughs 
them, and all their blind conjectures - For, 
tthey know nothing, even this is a ſuffici- 
t Argument, that they do'nt agree amongſt 
mſelves, and are ſo indemonttrabley as to 
hers, touching every particular 3 Theſe, 
ugh they have not the leaſt degree of knows 
lge, profeſs yet , that they have maſter'd all 3 
though they neither know themſelves,nor 
ceive a Ditch, or Block that lies in their 
» for thar perhaps, moſt of them are balf 
lind, or their wits a wooll-gathering5 yet 
out, that they have diſcovr'd Idea's, Uni- 
ities , ſeparated Forms, firſt ag , 
uge 
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aidditics » ECCeues, Formalities, and 1 

like Ruff ;- things, ſo thin, and bodilels; 

| I believe even Lyncexs himſelf were not 

72 perceive 'em : But then chiefly, do theyd 
dain ( prophanum "vu'gns ) the unhall 
Croud , as often as with their Triang 
Qunadrangles, Circles, and the like 'M 
matical Devices, more confounded than 
Labyrinth, and Letters diſpos'd one apai 
t'other , as it were in Batcle-Array, t 
caſt a miſt before the eyes of the'1gnc 
Nor is there wanting of this kind, fomet 
pretend to foretell things by the Stars, 
make promiſes of Miracles beyond all thing 
Southlaying , and are ſo fortunare, as 
meet with people that believe "em; 
perhaps I had better paſs over our Di 
in ſilence ( & TeuTxy xapagirey wi xm 
and not ftir this Pool, or: touch « 
fair, but unſavoury Plant; as a kind- of me 
that are ſupercilious beyond compariſon, 
to that too, implacable ; leſt ſerting' 'em 
bout my ears, they attaque me by Troop: 
force me to a Recantation-Sermon, whi 
I refuſe, they ftretght pronaunce' me 'an Re 
retick ; for this is the Thunder-bolty m 
which they fright thoſe , whom they are 
folv'd nok to favour : And truly , thoope: 
there are few others, that leſs willingly *Wheth 
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awledge, the kindneſles 1 have done them 
tevent theſe two, ftand faſt boundto me, up- 
no ordinary accounts; whil*tt being hap- 

y in their own Opinion, and,as if they dwelt 
[the third Heaven, they look with Haugh- 
neſs on all others, as poor creeping things, 
ad could almoſt, find in their hearts to pitie 
m : whilſt hedg'd in with ſo many Magiſte- 
a Definitions, Conclulions, Corollaries , 
opolitions Explicit, and Implicit, they a- 
und with: fo many ( Kyxogyyarer ) ſtarting 
dls, that YV#lcan's Net, cannot hold 'em fo 
t, but they'll lip through with their diſtin- 
ions, with which, they fo eaſily cut all knots 
under, that a Hatchet could not have done 
better ; ſo plentiful are they, in their new- 
und Words, and prodigious Terms : Be- 
les,whil'ſt they explicate the moſt hidden My- 
ries, according to their own fancie : As, 
dw the V Vold was firſt made ; how Original 
n is deriv'd to Poſterity ; in what manner, 
dw much room, and how long time, Chriſt 
in the Virgins VVomb ; how Accidents 
blit in the Enchariſt withour their SubyeR 2 
t theſe are common , and threadbare ; 
ſe are worthy of oar great and illuminated 
vines,as the world calls *em | At thelſe,if ever 
y fall a thwart 'em, they prick up : As 
ether there was any inſtant of time in the 
eration of the Second Perſon : wo 
racre 
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there be more than one Filiation in: Chris 
whether it be a poſſible Propolition that 


the Father hates the Son; or whether it « 


poſſible that Chrilt could have taken upon hi 


the likeneſs of a Woman, or of the Devil;ord 
an Aſs, or of a Stone, or of a Gourd: and 


then how that Gourd ſhould have Preach, 
wrought Miracles, or been hung on the Crok 
And, what Peter had Conſecrated, if heh 


Body of Chriſt hung upon the Croſs : Or whe 
her at the ſame time, he might be ſaid'to be 


will be any eating and drinking, fince wear 
ſo much afraid of hunger and thirſt in thi 
world:There are infinite of theſe(aearroxvexla) 
ſibtile Trifles, and others more ſubtile that 
theſe ; of Notions, Relations, Inftants,: For- 
malities, Quiddities , Ecceities, which” ng 
one can percelve without a Lyncexs hiseye, 
( that could look through a ſtone-wall ) and 
diſcover thoſe thin2s through the thickef 
darkneſs, that never were : Add to'this, thoſt 
their other Determinations, and thoſe-too, 6 
contrary to common Opinion , that" thole 
Oracles of the Stoicks, which they call Par 
doxes, ſeem in compariſon of theſe but block- 
iſh and idle : As, 'tis a lefſer crime to kill 1 
thouſand men, than to ſet a ſtirchy on apo 
Man 


z adminiſtred the 'Sacrament, at what time, the 


Man ; whether after the ReſurreRion, there 
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mans ſhooe, on the Sabbath-day ; And that a 
man ſhould rather chuſe,” that the whole 
world, with all Food and Raiment, as they 
ſay, ſhould periſh, than tell a lye; though ne- 
ver ſo inconliderable : And theſe moſt ſubtile 
ſubrilties, are rendred yet more fubtile , by 
the ſeveral Methods, of ſo many Schoolmen ; 
that one might ſooner wind himſelf out of a La- 
byrinth, than the entanglements , of the XKea- 
lifts, Numinalifts , Themiſts, Albertiſts, Oc- 
cxmiſks, Scotiſts; nor have I nam'd all the ſe- 
veral Secs, but onely ſome of the chief ; In all 
which, there is ſo much Dorine, and ſo much 
dificultie , that I may well conceive, the 
Apoſtles;-had they been todeal with theſe new 
kind of Diyines, had needed to have pray'd in 
aid, of ſome other Spirit: Pau! knew what 
Faith was, and yetwhen he faith, Faith is the 
Sulſtance of things hop'd for, and the Evidence 
of things not ſeen, he did not define it Dotor- 
like: And as he underſtood Charity well 
himſelf , ſo he did as Illogically divide, and 
define it to others, in his firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians , Chapter the thirteenth : And de- 
voutly,no doubt, did the Apoſtles conſecrate 
te Euchariſt; yet,had they beenaskt the que- 
tion, touching the Terminus & guy and the 
Terminus ad qutm , of Tranſubſtantiarion 5 
of the manner how, the ſame body, can be in 
H 2 ſeveral 
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ſeveral places, at one and the ſame time; offi; 
the difference- the body of Chriſt has in 
ven, from that of the.Croſs, or this in the 
crament ; In what pun& of time Tranſubſta 
tiation is, whereas Prayer, by means of which 
it is, as beinz a diſcrete quantity , is trans 
fient 3 they would not, 1 conceive, have an 
\wer'd with the ſame ſubtilty, as the Scatif 
D.ſpute, and Define it : They knew the Moi 
ther of Jeſus, but which of them has (© Pli-th 
loſophically demonſtrated, how ſhe was pre 
ſerv'd from Original ſin, as have done ou 
D.vines? Peter receiv” d the Keyes, and fron 
him too, that would not have truſted then 
with a perſon unworthy ; yet whether he 
had nnderſtanding, or no, 1 know not : for cet- 
rainly he never attain*d, to that ſubtilty toc 
termine, how he could have the Key of know- 
ledge, that had no knowledge himſelf, They 
Baptized far and near, and yet taught oo 
where, what was the Formal, Material, FE 
ficient , and final cauſe of Baptiſme; nor 
made the leaſt mention, of  delible, agd-utr 
delible Characters : They worſhipt "tis true, 
but in Spirit, following herein, no other, 
than that of the Goſpel, God « a Spirit; au 
they that worſpip, muſt worſhip him in Spit 
and Truth; yetit does not appear, it wait 
rhat time -reveal'd to them , that an 3s 
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kercht on the Wall, with a Cole, was tobe 
orſhipt , with the ſame worſhip, & Chrift 


imſelf; if at leaſt, the two 'fore fingers be 


tcht out, the hair, long, and uncut, and 
ave three Rayes about the Crown of the 
ead : For who can conceive theſe things, un- 
{ he has ſpent; at leaſt (1x and thirty years in 
he Philoſophical, and Supercceleſtial Whims 


f Ariſtotle, and the Schoolmen ? In like mmn- 
er, the Apoſtles preſs to us Grace, but which 


fthem diſtinguiſheth between ( gratiam gra- 
f datam, & oratuam gratificantem ) free gra CE, 


nd orace that makes a man acceptable ; They 


thort us to 800d wOrks, and yet, determine 
it ( opus operanr, & opus operatums ) what is 
work workins, and what, a reſting in the 
drk done : They incite vs to Charity, and 
et make no difference, between ( infuſam & 
quiſitam ) Charity infus'd, and Charity 
rought in us by our own endeavours : nor 
pthey declare, whether ic be an Accident, or 
Subſtance, a thing Created , or Uncreated : 
hey deteſt, and abominate (in, but, let me 
Qt live, if they could define according to 
rt, what that is, which we call Sin, unleſs 
rhaps they were inſpir'&, by the ſpirit of the 
iſt; ; Nor can Ibe brought to believe, that 
anl, by whoſe learning you may judge the reſt, 
ould have ſo often condemn'd , Queſtions, 
| > HENS Dif» 
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Diſputes , Genealogies , and, as himſelf ll 
'm ( avyopaxias ) Strifes of words, i 
he had throughly underſtood thoſe ſubtil 
ſts eſpecially, when all the Debates, and 
ontroverlies of thoſe times, were rude an{ 
blockiſh,in-compariſon of the more than Chr. 
fippran ſubtilties of our Maſters 3 Although 
yet, the Gentlemen are ſo modeſt, that if they 
meet with any thing written by the Apoſtle 
not ſo ſmooth and even as might be expe 
from a Maſter, they do not preſently condem: 
it, but handſomly bend it to their own pur 
poſe 3 ſo great Reſpe& and Honour do the 
give, partly to Antiquity, and partly to the 
namg of Ap:ſtle: And truly, *twere a ki 
of injuſtice, ro require ſo great things of the 
that never heard the leaſt word from their 
ſters, concerning it : And ſoif the like happe 
in Chryſiſtome, Baſil, Jerome , they think i 
enough to ſay, They are not oblig'd by't; 
Apoſtles alſo, confuted the Heathen PhiloloW! 
phers, and Jews, a people, than whom, no 
more obſtinate 3 but rather , by their goo 
Lives, and Miracles , than Syllogiſms: a 
yet there was ſcarce one amongſt 'em, that x 
capable of underſtanding , the leaſt Quit 
of the Scotiſts : Bur now where is that he 
then, or Heretick, that muſt noc preſent 
ſtoop to ſuch Wire-drawn ſubtilties » unlel 
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be ſo thig-skul'd, that he can't apprehend 
n, or ſ1mpudent as to hifs 'em down, or 
ins furniſht with the ſame Tricks, be able 
dmake his party good with 'em? as if a man 
ould ſet a Conjurer on work, againſt a Conju- 
r, or fight with one ballowed Sword againſt 
nother, which would prove no other, than 
Penelgpes tela ) 3 work to No purpoſe: for my 
« Wn part, I conceive the Chriſtians would do 
Wuch better, if inſtead of thoſe dull Troops, 


on nd Companies of Souldiers, with which they 


we manas'd their -War, with fach doubtful 
cceſs, they would ſend the bauling Scotifts, 
wlWli2 moſt obſtinate Occamifs, and invincible 
{bzrti/ts, to war againſt the Twrks and Sara- 
17; and they would ſee, I gueſs, a moſt plea- 
ant Combate, and ſuch a ViRtory , as was ne- 
»r before - For who is ſo fainr, whom their 
evices will not enliven ? Who ſo ſtupid, whom 
ach ſpurrs can't quicken? or who fo quick- 
ohted , before whoſe eyes they can'e calt a 
Wilt > Butyou'l ſay, I jeſt; Nor are ye with- 
ut cauſe , ſince even amonalſt Divines them- 

lves, there are ſome that have learnt better, 
nd are ready to tarn their ſtomacks , ar thoſe 
ooli{h ſubtilties of tYothers : There are ſome 
hat deteſt*em, as a kind of Sacriledge, and 
ount it the height of Impietys to ſpeak ſo ir- 
Wcyerently of ſuch hidden things, rather to 
| H 4 be 
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be ador'd', than explicated ; to dilpurent'e 
with ſuch profane, and Heathenilh nicetis 
to define *em, ſo arrogantly, and pollute t 
majeſtie of Divinity, with ſuch pithles, x 
ſordid terms , and opinions : Mean time, t| 
others pleaſe , nay hug themſelves in thei 
happineſs, and are ſo taken up with theſe ple 
ſant trifles, that they have not ſo much leiſ 
as to caſt the leaſt eye on the Goſpel, or 
Pauls Epiſtles; And while they play the fo 
at this rate in their Schools, they make ac 
count the Univerſal Church, would otheril 
periſh, unleſs, as the Poets fancy*d of Ale 
that be ſupported Heaven with his ſhould 
they underpropt other, with their Syllogiſh 
cal Buttrefſes : And how great a happinei 
this,think ye ? while, as if holy Writ were1 
Noſe of Wax, they faſhion, and refaſhion i 
according to their pleaſure ; while they 
quire, that their own Concluſions, fut 
{crib'd by two or three Schoolmen , be ac 
co inted greater, than S»/on's Laws , and | 
fer'd, before the Papal Decretals ; while, a 
' C-nſors of the world, they force every onet 


a Recantation, that differs but a hairs bredt 


from the leaſt of their Explicit, or Implici 
Determinations. ; and thoſe too , they pro- 
nounce like Oracles, This Propoſition is {cate 
dalous ; This, Irreyerent ; This, has aſmatd 
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Hereſie + This , no very good: ſound : fo 
at neither Baptiſme, nor the Goſpel, nor 
i#/, nor Peter, nor St, Ferome, nor St. Awugu- 
ine, no nor ( *AgirortainoTerES '3ſe Thomas ) 
wot Ariſtotelicotical 7 homsas himſelf can make 
man a Chriſtian, without theſe Batchelours 
do,be pleas'd to give him his grace: And the like 
; their ſubtilty in judging + for who would 
ink he were no Chriſtian, that ſhould ſay 
heſe two Speeches, Mntaula Putes, Gf matnls 
tet, or Olle fervere, & ollom fervcre, were 
[Wot both £00d Latine , unleſs their wiſdomes 
ad taught us the contrary 2 who baddeliver'd 
he Church, from ſuch Miſs of Errour, which 
Wet, no one Cre met with, had they not come 
ut, with ſome Univeclity Seal for'c? And are 
Whey not moſt happy, while they do theſe 
hinss? Then, for what concerns Hell, how 
xaaly they deſcribe every thing, as if they 
ad been converſant in that Common-wealth , 
nolt part of their time? Again, how do they 
rame in their fancy new Orbes, addins to 
Wooſe we have already, an eighth; a goodly 


tone no doubt , and ſpatious enough, leſt per- 


Wwihaps their happy Souls might lack room to 
Walk in, entertain their friends, and now and 
hen, play at Foot-ball? And with theſe ,and 
thouſand the like fopperies, their heads are 
b full Ruffr, and (iretcht, that I believe Jupi- 
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ters brain, was not near ſo bigg, when, bein 
in labour with Pallas, he was beholding 1 
the Midwifery of Fs'can's Axe; And th 
fore ye muſt not wonder, if in their publique 
Diſputes, they are ſo bound about the he 
left otherwiſe perhaps, their brains migh 
leap out : Nay, I have ſometimes laught m 
ſelf, to ſee 'em ſo towre in their own opini- 
on , when they ſpeak moſt barbarouſly z and 
when they Humh and Hawh ſo pitifully 
that none but one of their own Tribe canun- 
derſtand *em, they call it heights, which the 
Vulgar can't reach : for they fay, *is beneath 
the dignity, of Divine Myſteries, to be crampt, 
and ty*d up, to the narrow Rules of Gramm 
xrians : from whence we may conjecture, the 
oreat Prerogative of Divines , if they onely 
have the priviledge, of ſpeaking corruptly, in 
which yer, every Cobler thinks himſelf con- 
cern'd, for his ſhare: Laſtly, they look upon 

themſelves, as fomewhat more than Men, « 
often as they are devoutly falated by the name 

of, Our Maſters, in which, they fancy-there Wt 
Ives as Much, as in the Fews ( Tergayduuary ) 
Jehovah ; And therefore, they reckon it 4 
crime, if Agiſfter nſter, be written other, 
than in Capital Letters 3 and if any one, ſhould 
prepoſterouſly ſay, Aſter magiſter, he has it 
once cverturn'd the whole body of Divinity. 
And next theſe, come thoſe, that come 
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themſelves the Religious, and Monks ; molt 
ſein both Titles, when both, a great part 
'em > are fartheſt from Religion, and no 
n ſwarm thicker in all places than them- 
ves : Nor can I think of any thing, that 
puld be more miſerable, did not I ſupport 
m ſo many ſey:ral wayes: for whereas all 
jen derelt 'em to that height , that they take 
for ill luck, to meer one of 'em by chance, 
t, ſuch is their happineſs, that they flatter 
jemſelves : for firit, they reckon it one of 
e main Points of Piery, if they are ſoillite- 
ate, that they can't ſo much as read ; And 
hany when they rnn over their Ofhces, - which 
hey carry about 'em, rather by tale, than un- 
ferftanding , they believe the Gods , more 
hen ordinarily pleay'd , with their braying: 
nd ſome there are amons 'em, that put off 
heir trumperies at valt rates,yet roave up and 
lown, for the bread they eat3 nay there is 
ſcarce an Inne, Waggon, or Ship, into which 
they intrude noty to the no ſmall damage , of 
the Common-wealth of Beggars : And yer, 
like pieaſant -fellows, with all this Vileneſs, 
I-norance , Rudeneſs , and Impudence, they 
repreſent to us ( for ſo they call it ) the lives 
of the Apoſtles; yer what is more pleaſant, 
than that they do all things by Rale , and as it 
were, a kind of Mathematicks, the leaſt ſwer- 
vin 
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vins from which, were a crime beyond fee ile 
giveneſs3 As, how many knots their ſhoot 
malt be ti'd with, of what colour every thir 
is, what diſtintion of habits, of what ff 
made,how many ſtraws broad their Girdlesz 
of what faſhion, how many buſhels wide thei 
Cowle, how many fingers long their Hair, a 
how many hours ſleep; which exa&t equality 
haw diſproportionable it is, amons ſuch vari 
ty of bodies and tempers, Who is there th 
does not perceive it? And yet by reaſon of thei 
fooleries, they not onely ſet (light by ott 
but each different Order;men otherwiſeprofe 
{ns ApoſtolicalCharity,deſpiſe one another 
for the d:fferent wearing of a habit,or that*tisd 
darker colour,they put all things in conlnſftim:W 
And amonglt theſe, there are ſome fo rigidl 
Religious, that their upper Garment is hair- 
Cloth, their inner of the fineſt Linnen; and 
on the contrary, others wear Linnen without, 
and hair next their skins : Others agen, areas 
aftraid totouch mony, as poyſon; and yet ner 
ther forbear Wine, nor dallying with Wo- 
men : In a word, *%ts their onely carey - that 
none of 'em come near one anther in their 
manner of living, nor do they endeayour, 
how they may be like Chriſt, but how thy 
may differ amons themſelves. And another 
great happinzſs they conceive in their m_— 
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le they call themſelves Cordifters, and among 
e too, ſome are Colletes, ſome M nws, ſome 
inimms, ſome Croſſed: And agen, theſe are 
ediftines, thoſe Bernairdine;z theſe Carmelites, 
le Auguſtines ; theſe #illiamites, and thoſe 
limes; as if it were not worth the while, 
be call'd Chriſtians ; And of theſe, a great 

build ſo much on their Ceremonies, and 
ity Traditions of Men, that they think one 
aven is too poor a reward for ſo great merit ; 


Mele dreaming, that the time will come, when 


iſt not regarding any of theſe trifles, will 
['em to account for his precepc of Charity : 


oe ſhall hew ye a large Trough, full of all 


dsof Fiſh; another tumble ye our ſo many 


Wikels of Prayers ; another reckon ye ſo ma- 


myriads of Faſts, and fetch 'em np agen in 

dinner, by eating till he cracks agen; 
other produces more bundles of Ceremo- 
5, than ſeven of the ſtouteſt Ships would be 
etocarry ; another bragsghe has not touche 


-Wcony theſe threeſcore Years, without two 


ir of Gloves at leaſt, upon his hands3 Ano- 
r wears a Cowl, ſo lin'd with greaſe, that 
2 pooreſt Tarpaulin would not ſtoop to take 
up; Another will tell ye, he has liv'd theſe 

five Years like a Spunge, continually taſt- 
dtothe ſame place; another is grown hoarſe 


th his daily chanting ; another has contra- 
ted 
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ed a Lethargy, by his tolitary living; 

another, the Palſie in his Tongue, for war 
ſpeakins : Buc Chriſt, interruptins then 
their vanities, which otherwiſe were ends 
will ask 'em, Whence this new kind of ] 

I acknowledge one Commandment, which 
truly mine; of which alone I hear nothin 
I promiſt, *cis true, my Fathers heritage, x 
thatwithout Parablesyz not to Cowls, oddf 

ers and Faſtinss, but to the duties of Fai 
and Charity ; Nor can I acknowledge the 
that leaſt acknowleds their faults 3 They t 

would ſeem holier than my ſelf, let *em ifthi8 
lit, poſſeſs to themſelves (Abraxaforumer 
thoſe three hundred lixty five Heavens of | 
flides the Heretick's invention, or comm 
them, whoſe foo!iſh Traditions they have p 


ter'd, before my Preceps, to erect themanſÞ 


one : When they ſhall hear theſe things, z 
ſee common ordinary perſons preferr'd bek 
em, with what conntenance,think ye, willtl 
behold one another ? In the mean time, th 
are happy in their hopes, and for this alſo,t! 
are beholdins to me: And yet theſe kind 
people, tho1gh they are, as it! were, of 
ther Common-wealth, no man dares de{f 
eſpecially theſe beggins Friars, becauſe ti 
are privie to all mens ſecrets, by means of Ci 
feſions, as they call *'em : Which yet, 
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leſs than treaſon to diſcover, unleſs being 
drunk, they - have a mind to be pleaſanr, 
{then all comes out, that is to ſay, by hints 
{ conjeftures but ſuppreſſing the names : 
tif any one ſhould anger theſe Waſpsthey'll 
kciently revenge themſelves in their pub- 


\inMue Sermons 3 and ſo point out their enemy, 


circumlocutions, that there's no one but un- 


W:ftands whom *cis they mean, unleſs he un- 


ſtand nothing at all, nor will they give 
r their barking ( quem in vs offam objece= 
) till you throw the Dogs a bone: And 


ey tell me, what Jugler, or Mountebank 


118 


1 had rather behold, than hear them rheto- 


Wally play the fool in their Preachments, and 


t moſt ſweetly imitating, what Rhetoricians 


written, touching the Art of good ſpeak- 


6: Good God! Whar ſeveral poſtures they 


, how they ſhift their voice, ling out their 


Wrds: skip up and down, and are ever and 
Jon making ſuch new faces, that they con- 


d all things with noiſe! And yet, this 


Wick of theirs, is noleſs than a Myſtery, that 


ns in ſucceſſion from one brother to another ; 


nFich, though it be not lawful for me to know, 


wever, Il venture at it by conjeRtures : And 


Mt, they invoke what ever they have ſcrapt 
Fon the Poets. And in the next placeif they are. 


diſcourſe of Charity y they take their riſe 
from 
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trom the Kiver /\i:#s 5 or to ſet Out the My 
ry of the Croſs, from Rell and the Dras: 
or to diſpure of Faſting, from the twelyely 
of the Zodiack,; 'or being to preach of $i 
ground their matter onthe ſquare of a Circ 
I have heard my (elf one, and heno ſmall { 


(1 was miſtaken, L would have faid Scholy 


that beins,in a Famous Aſſembly, explaini 
the Myſtery of the Trinity , that: he mi 
both let 'em ſee, his Learning was 'not ordj 
ry, and withat ſatishe, ſome Theologicale 
he took a new way, to wit, from the Le 


Syllables, and the Word it ſelf ; then from 
Cohzrence of the Nominative Caſe and t 


Verb ; and the AdjeRive and 'Subſtanii 


and while moſt of the Auditory wonder'd, a 


ſome of 'em mutter'd that of Hurace'('& 
{um hes tam patida tendum d.) what-dbes 


this Trampery drive at ? At laft, he brous 


the matter to this head, that he would deme 
ftrate, that the Myſtery of the Trinity 
ſo clearly expreſt, in the very Rudimens 


Grammar, that the beft Mathematician cot 


not chalke *t out more plainly 3' And int 


Diſcourſe, did ( $$6oys7e7G ille ) thisme 
Superlative Theologue , beat his brains, | 


eight whole moneths, that at. this: hour, 
25 blind as'a Beetle ; to wit, all the ſightot 


eyes, being run into the ſharpneſs of his 
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id belides him, I mec with another, ſome 
ohty years of age , and ſuch a Divine, that 
1d have ſworn, Scotws himſelf was reviv'd 
him: He being upon the point, of unfold- 
s the Myſtery of the name Jeſus, did with 
mderful ſubtilry demonſtrate, that there lay 


la dden in thoſe Letters, what ever could be 


dof him : for, that it was only declin'd with 
ree Caſes, he ſaid,it was a manifeſt token of 
Divine Trinity 3 and then, that the firſt 
ded in S. the ſecond in 24. the third in /. 
ere was in it ( apjurer ) an ineffable My- 
ry; to wit,thoſe three Letters declaring to us 
it he was (Summum, Medium, & Ultimum ) 
e Beginning, Middle, and End of all : Nay 
W: Myſtery was yet more abſtruſe; for he ſo 
athematically ſplit , the word Jeſus, into 
9:1 parts, that he left the middle let- 
Wr by it ſelf, and then told us, that that let- 
or in Hebrew was ( @ ) Schin, or Sin, and 
t Sin, in the Scotch tongue, as he remem- 
'd, lignifi'd as much as Sin; from whence 
gather'd, that it was Jeſus that took away 
je (ins of the world ; At which new Expoli- 
on, the Auditory were ſo wonderfully in- 
t, and track with admiration, eſpecially 
ie Theologues, that there wanted little, but 
at, Niobe-like, they had been turn'd to 
mWones ; whereas, the like had almoft happen'd 
I 0 
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to Me, as befell the Priapuc in Horace, 
havins diſcover'd a couple of Witches, 
their midnight tricks, let a crack backwark 
and frighted 'em away : And not 
cauſe, for when were the Grecian D 
or Koman Cicero, e're guilty of the like 3 
thought that Introduction faulty, that was wi 
of the Matter as if it were not the way of C 
ters,and Swinheards,that have no morewit,th 
God fent 'em : But theſe learned men, thit 
their Preamble ( for fo they call it) the 
chiefly Rhetorical , when it has leaſt 
rence with the reſt of the Argument, that tl 
admiring Auditory may in the mean while 
whiſper to themſelves / Q#2 nunc ſe provi 
;{le> ) What will he be at now? In the thi 
place, they bring in, inſtead of Narration, 
ſome Texts of Scripture, but handle 'en 
curſorily, and as it were by the bye, when ya; 
it is the onely thing they ſhould have i 
on : And fourthly, as it were changing a Part 
inthe Play, they bolr out with ſome queſtion 
in Divinity, and many times ( 7s yu mk 
Sears anlouirny ) relating, neither to Earth, 
nor Heaven z And this they look upon us, # 
a piece of Art. Here they ere& ther 
Theological Crefts, and beat into the | 
ears, thoſe Magnifical Titles, of Tlluftriow 
Doctors, Subtile Doctors , molt | 
oN5, 
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tors, Seraphick Doors, Cherubin-DoRors, 
fly Doctors, Unqueſtionable Doors, and 
Wie like ; And then throw abroad among the 
morant people, Syllogiſms, Majors, Minors, 
qnclufions , Corollaries, Suppoſitrons , and 


defWhoſe, ſo weak and fooliſh, that they are below 
noePedantry : There remaines yet the fifth AR, 


n which, one would thihk, they ſhould ſhew 
heir Maſterv : And here, they bring in ſame 
oliſh in{ipid Fable, out of Sprcnlum Hiſto- 
ale, of Gefta Romonoram , and Expound it. 
legorically , Tropologically, and Anagogt- 
vezlly : And after this manner, do they end 
ueheir Chimera, and ſuch, as Hirace defpair'd 
compaſſngs, when he writ, Hamano capiti, 
+, But they have heard, from ſome body 
know not-whom, that the beginning of a 
VU Sreech ſhould be Sober, and Graye, and leaſt 
ven to noiſe; And therefore, they begin 
heirs, at that rate, they can ſcarce hear them- 
lves, as if it were no matter, whether any 


Be underſtood 'em : They have learnt ſome 


there, that to move the. affetions, a lowder 
ice is requiſite 3 VVhereupon , they that 
therwiſe, would ſpeak like a Mouſe in a 
ieeſe, ſtart out of a ſuddainyg into a down- 
'oht fury, even there too, where tlere's the 
aſt need of it: A nan would ſwear, they 
ere paſt the power of Hellebor ſo little do 
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they conſider, where 'tis they run out; 
becauſe they have heard, that as a 
comes up to ſomething, a man ſhovld pre 
it more earneſtly z they, how ever they besi 
uſe a ſtrange contention of voice in 
part, though the Matter it ſelf be never 
flat, and end in that manner, as if they'd n 
themſelves out of breath : Laſtly, they h; 
learnt, that among Rhetoricians, there is {: 
mention of Laughter, and therefore, theyk 
dy to prick in a jeſt, here and there ; but,( 
Venu: | ſovoid of wits and o little to thepur 
poſe , that it may be truly call'd ( *Omy 
dy avgey) an Aſſes playing on the = 
And ſometimes alſo , they uſe ſomewhat 
ſting , but ſo nevertheleſs, that they rathe 
tickle, than wound ; nor do they ever me 
truly flatter , than when they would 

( Tajjnoie743ar) touſethe greateſt freedat 
of ſpeech : Laſtly, ſuch is theic whole aftia 
that a man would ſwear they had learntit 
from our common Tumblers, though yertheyl 
come ſhort of *'em in every reſpe&t3 Hcd 
ever, they are both ſo like , that no man wil 
diſpute , but that, either theſe, learnt ther 
Rhetorick from them, or they, theirs, iro! 
theſe : And yet, they light on ſome, that whet 
they hear 'em, conceive they hear, very D 
moſtener, and Ciceroes : of which ſort chiefly 


. 
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re oar Merchanrs, and Women, whote Ears 
nely, they endeavour to pleaſe, becauſe; as 
the firſt, if they ſtroake 'em handſomely , 
me part or other of their il|-gotten goods is 
ont to fall to their ſhare: and the Women, 
gh for many other things they favour 
his Order, this is not the leaſt, that they 
ommit to their breaſts, what ever diſcontent, 
key have againſt their Husbands : And now, 
conceive me,ye ſee, how much this kind of 
xeople are beholding to me, that with their 
ety Ceremonies , Ridiculous Trifles, and 
oiſe, exerciſe a kind of Tyranny, among 
nankind, believing themſelves very Pas/-,and 
nthonics : But I willingly give over theſe 
$$:25e-players, that are ſuch ingrateful dif- 
xWcmblers of the courteſies I have done 'em, 
0d ſuch impadent pretenders to Religion , 
hich they ha' n't, And now I have a mind, 
opive ſome ſmall touches, of Princes, and 
ourts, of whom I am had in reverence, above- 
board, and as it becomes Gentlemen, frank- 
ly: and truly, if they had the leaſt proportion 
lot ſound judgment, what life were more un- 
pleaſant than theirs, or ſo much to be avoided? 
For who ever did but truly weigh with himſelf, 
Wow creat a burthen lies upon his ſhoulders, 
that wo11d truly diſcharge the duty of a Prince, 


be would not think it worth lus while, to make 
I 3 his 
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his way to a Crown, by Perjury, and Par 
cide: He would conlider, that he that tals 
a Scepter in his hand , ſhould manager 
Publick , not his Private Intereſt; YG 
thing, yt the common good, and noty in t 
leaſt, gocontrary to thoſe Laws, whereof hig 
ſelf, is both the Author , and Exator: Ti 
beis to take an account of the good or evil admi 
niſtraticn of all his magiſtrates and ſubordi 
Officers: Thatthough he is but one,all mensEe 
are upon him,and in his power it is, either h 
a good Planet to give life and ſafety to mankit 
by his harmleſs influencegor like a fatal Come 
to ſend miſchief and deftruRtion : That the 
vices of other men, are not alike fele, -nork 
enerally communicated ; And that a Prince 
ſands in that place, that his leaſt deviatior 
from the Rule of, Honeſty, and Honour 
reaches farther than himſelf, and opens agg 
to many mens ruine - Belides, that the fortune 
of Princes has many things attending it, tht 
are but too apt to train 'em out of the way: 
As Pleaſure , Liberty, Flattery , Exceſs, for 
which cauſe, he ſhould ; the more diligently 
endeavour, and ſet a watch o're himſelt, le! 
perhaps he be led alide, and fail in bis duty: 
Laitly, to ſay nothins of Treaſons; ill will, and 
ſuch other Miſchiefs be's in jeopardy of, That 
that True King is over his head, who in 1 
ſhort ©:me,will cal him to account, for eyery ” 
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niflcaſt treſpaſs , and that ſo much the more ſe- 
Wrerely, by how much more mighty was the 
Empire, committed to his charge : Theſe and 
he like, if a Prince ſhould duly weigh ( and 
eigh it he would,if he were wiſe ) he would 
neither be able to fleep, nor take any hearty 
repaſt - B:;: now, by my courtelie, they leave 
Wall this care co the Gods, and are onely taken 
nugJup with themſelves, not admitting any one to 
Eetheir eare , but foch as know how to ſpeak 
lieFpleaſant rhings, and not trouble 'em with b1- 
linels : They believe they have diſcharg'd all 
neeithe duty of a Prince, if they Hunt every day, 
keep a Stable of fine Horſes, ſell Dignities, 

Mand Commanderies, and invent new waves of 


ncef© draining the Cirizens Purſes, and bringing it 


into their own Exchequer 5 but under ſuch 
dainty new-found names, that though the 
zl thing be moſt injuſt in it ſelf, it carries very 
ne fome face of equity ; adding to this, ſome litcle 

i ſweetnings, that what ever happens, they may 

if be ſecure of the-common people ; And now, 
ſuppoſe ſome one, ſ1ch as they ſometimes are, 
a man ignorant of Laws, little leſs than an ene- 
my to the publique good, and minding no- 
I thing but his own, given up to Pleaſure, 2 

hater of Learning, Liberty, and Juſtice, ftu- 
dying nothing leſs than the publique ſafety, 
but meaſuring every thing by his own will, 


and profit 3 And then, put on himy a golden 
I 4 Chaing 
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Chains that declares the accord ot ajl Ve 
rues, linkt one to another ; a Crown ſet wi 
Diamonds, that ſhonld put him in mind, hi 
he ought to excell all others, in Heroick V. 
rues ; beſides, a Scepter, the Emblem of ]u- 
Rice, and an untainted heart ; and laſtly, i 
Purple Robe, a Badge of that Charity he ons 
the Common-wealth 3 All which, if aPring 
ſhould compare 'em , with his own life, he 
would, TI believe, be clearly aſham'd of hi 
bravery , and be afraid leſt ſome or other 
gibing Expounder, turn all this Tragical Fur- 
niture, into a ridiculous Laugbing-ſtock. And 
as to the Court-Lords, what ſhould I ment- 
on them ? than moſt of whom,though there be 
nothing more indebted, more ſervile, more 
witleſs, more contemptible, yet they would 
ſeem, as they were the moſt excellent of all 
others, And yet in this only thing, no men 
more - modeſt, in that they are contented ty 
wear about 'em, Gold, Jewels, Purple, and 
thoſe other marks of Vertue, and Wiſdoms 
but for the ſtudy of the things themſelves, 
they remit it to others; Thinking it happineh 
enough for them, that they can call the King 
Maſter, have learnt the cringe 4a mode, know 
when and where to uſe thoſe Titles, of Your 
Grace, My Lord, Your Magnificence in 4 
word, that-they are paſt all ſhame, " can 
arter 
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flatter pleaſantly : for theſe are the Arts .that 
ſpeak a man truly Noble, and an exaQt Cour- 
tier : But if ye look into their manner of life, 
you'll find *em meer Sots, ( Sponſos Peneloper, 
Fe ) asdebaucht as Penelipe's Husband, you 
know the other part of the verſe; which the 
Echo will better tell ye, than I can: They 
ſleep till noon , and have their mercenary Le- 
vite come to their bed {:de, where he cho 
bw over his Matcins before they are half up : Then 
ber to Break-fait, which is ſcarce done, but Din- 
ur-Z ner fates for 'em ; From thence, they go to 
ntl Dice, Tables, Cards, or en'ertain themſelves 
WE with Jeſters, Fools, Gambolls, Horſe-tricks, 
be and now and then, the Whore : In the mean 
ore time, they have one or two Bevers, and then 
ullY Supper, and after that a Banquet; and "were 
all well, by Jepiter, there were no more than one ; 
ven And in this manner do their Hours, Dayes, 
| ty Moneths, Yea's, Ave, ſlide away without the 
nd leatt irkſomeneſs: Nay, I have ſometimes gone 
ne awav , many Inches fatter , fo ſe 'em , 
es, ( ptyaacpferias ) ſpeak bigs words z whiles 
>} eaci ot twe Ladies, believes her ſelf ſo much 
ing F nearer to the Gods, by how much the longer 
ow © train, ſhe trails after her; wh'les ones Noble- 
bur © man edzes out another, that he may ger the 
nexrer to F-pitcr, himſelf; and every one of 
em, pleaſes himſelf che more, by haw maſher 
ol 
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is the Chain, he ſwaggs on his ſhoulders, as ll t! 
if he meant to ſhew his ſtrength, as well « ll « 
his wealth. Nor are Princes by themſelvesin  þ 
their manner of life, (lince Popes, Cardinals, © if 
and Biſhops, have ſo diligently follow'd their WU th 
ſteps, that they 've almoſt got the ſtart of 'em; I t) 
for if any of 'em would conſider, what their Il q: 
Alb: ſhould put 'em in mind of, to wit, a bi 
blameleſs life ; what is meant by their forked I th 
Miters whoſe each point is held in by the MW if 
fame knot, wee'll ſuppoſe it, a perfedt know- 
ledge of the Old-and New Teſtaments ; what 
thoſeGloves on their Hands, but a ſincere ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacraments, and free from 
all touch of worldly buſineſs; what their 
Crolier, but a careful lookins after the Flock 
committed to their charge ; what the Croſs 
born before *em, but viRory over all 

affetions 3 Theſe, I ſay, and many of thelike 
kind, ſhould any one truly conlider , would 
he not live a ſad and troubleſome life ? where- 
as naw, they do well enough, while they teed 
themſelves onely; and for the care of their 
Flock, either put it over to Chriſt, or lay it 
all on their Suffragans, as they call 'em, or 
ſome poor Vicars: Nor dothey fo much as 
remember their name, or what the word Bi- 
ſhop lisnifiesz to wit, Labour, Care and 
Trouble 3 But in racking to gther m— 
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they truly a& the part of Biſhops ( x} id" 
aa0x714) and herein acquit themſelves wo 
be no blind Seers : In like manner Cardinals, 
f they thought themſelves the ſucceſſours of. 
the Apoftles, they would likewiſe 1magine , 
that the ſame things, the other did, are re- 
quir'd..of them, and that they are not Lords, 
but Diſpenſers of Spiritual things, of which, 
they muſt Chortly give an exa&t acconnt: But 
if they alſo,would a little Ptiloſophiz2 on their 
Habit, and think with themſelves, what's the 
meaning of their Linen Rochet ? Is it not a 
remarkable and {ingular integrity of life ? 
What that inner Purple? is it not an earneft, 
and fervent love of God? Or what that out- 
ward, whoſe looſe Plaits, and long Train, fall 
round his Reverence's Mule, and are large 
enough co cover a Camel? is it not Charity, 
that ſpreads it ſelf ſo wide, to the ſuccoar of 
a!l men 3 that is, to Inftrac, Exhort, Comfort, 
Reprehend , Admoniſh, compoſe Wars, re- 
| liſt wicked Princes, and willingly expend, not 
' © ovely their Wealth, but their very Lives for 
Ef the Flock of Chriſt > Though yet, what need 
at all of wealth, to them, that ſnpply, the 
room of the poor Apoſtles? Theſe things, I - 
fav, did they but duely conlicer, they would 
not be ſo ambitious of that ignity, or, if they 
were, they would willingly leave it, and live 
a 
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a laborious careful life, ſuch as was that of 


ſupply the place of Chriſt, if they ſhould en- 
.deavour to imitate his Life, to wit, his Po 
verty, Labour, Doctrine, Croſs, and con 

of Life, or ſhould they conlider, what the name 
Pape, that is Father, or Holineſs, imports, who 
would live more diſconſolate than themſelves? 
or who would purchaſe that Chair, with all 
his ſubſtance ? or defend it fo purchaſt, with 
Swords, Poiſons, and all force imaginable? { 
greata profit, would the acceſs of Wiſdom, 
deprive him of ; Wiſdom did I ſay ? nay the 
leaſt corn of that Salt , which Chriſt ſpeak 
of : So much Wealth , ſo much Honour, { 
much Riches, ſo many ViRories, ſo many Of- 
tices, ſo many Diſpenſations , ſo much Tri- 
bute, ſo many Pardons; ſuch Horſes, ſach 
Mules, ſuch Guards , and ſo much Pleaſure, 
would it loſe them: You fee how much I 
have comprehended in a little .; inſtead of 
which, it would brins in, Watchings, Falt- 
ings, Tears, Prayers, Sermons, good Endex- 
vours, Sighs, and a thouſand the like trouble- 
ſome Exerciſes: Nor is tis leaſt conliderable; 
ſo many Scribes, ſo many Copying Clerks, 
ſo many Notaries, ſo manv Advocates, fo mi- 
ny Promooters, ſo many Secretaries, ſo my 
Muletters, ſo many Gro ms, ſo many w_ 
0 


the antient Apoſtles: And for Popes, tha 
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ſo many Bawds ( I, had like to have added” 
ſomewhat more Effteminate, but that I'm af- 
fraid '*ewould be too barſh for their ears; } in 
fort, that vaſt multitude of men, that over- 
charge the Roman Sea ( I miſtook, I meant, 
Honour ) might beg cheir bread :. A moſt in- 
humane and abominable thing 3 and more to 
be execrated, that thoſe great Princes of the 
ll Church , and true Lights of the World, 
h Wſhould be reduc'd to a Staff, and a Wallet : 
ſo whereas now, if there be any thing that re- 
quires their pains, they leave that, to Peter and 
e Pv/, that have leiſure enough z But if there 
s Mbeany thing of Honour, or Pleaſure; they take 
0 Wihat, to themſelves : By which means it is, yet 
» Wby my courtelie, ithat ſcarce any kind of meng 
live more voluptuouſly, or with leſs trouble , 

| Was believing, that Chriſt will be well enough 
; Wpleas'd, if in their Myſtical, and almoſt mimi- 
[ Wcal Pontificalibus, Ceremonies, Titles of Ho- 
 Mnineſfs, and the like, and Bleſſing, and Curling, 
they play the parts of Biſhops : To work M:- 
racles, is old, and antiquated, and not in fa- 
ſhion now ; to inſtru the people, trouble- 
ſome; to interpret the Scripture; Pedantick , 
to pray,a (ign one bas little elſe to do; to ſhed 
tears, lilly, and womanifh ; to be poor, baſe ; 
to be vanquiſhe, diſhonourable,& little becom- 
ins him, that ſcarce admits even Kings to mY 
is 
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his Sl,pper.; and lattly, to dye, unconth; and 
to be {tretcht on a Croſs, infamous : Theirs are 
only thoſe Weapons, and ſweet Bleſſings which 
P:u/ mentions, and of theſe truly they are 
bountiful enough ; as InterdiRions, Hang- 
ings, Heavy Burchens, Reproofs, Anathema's, 
Executions in Effigie, and that terrible Thun- Þ" 
der-bolc of Excommunication, with the 
ſight of which, they (ink mens Souls, beneath 
the bottom of Hell ; which yet theſe moſt holy 
Fathers in Chriſt, and his Vicars, hurl with 


more fierceneſs, againſt none, than againſt 
ſuch , as by the inſtigationof the Devil, a- i 


tempt to leſſen, or rob 'em of Peters Patrimo- 


ny ; when,though thoſe words in the Goſpel, 
We have left all, and follos'd thee, were his, 
yet they call his Patrimony, Lands, Cities, Tri- 


bute, impoſts, Riches ; for which, being en- F'* 


flam'd with the love of Cariſt, they contend 
with Fire, and Sword, and not without lofſe of 
much Chriſtian blood, and believe, they have 
then, moſt Apoſtolically defended the Church, 
the Spouſe of Chriſt, when the enemy, a 
they call *em, are valiantly routed , As if- the 
Churcit had any deadlier enemies, than wick- 
ed Prelates, who not onely ſuffer Chriftto run 
ont of requelt, for want of preaching him but 
hinder his ſpreading , by their multitudes of 
Laws, meerly contriv'd for their own profit; 

cor- 
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xrupt himy by their forc'd Expoitions z and 
urder him, by che evil example, of their 
ilent life : Nay further, whereas the Church 
Chriſt was founded in blood, confirm'd by 
xd and augmented by blood, now, as if 
kriſt, who after his wonted mantter defends 
s people, were loſt, they govern all by che 
ord ; And whereas War, is ſo Savage a 
ting, that it rather befits Beaſts, than Men, 
joutragious, that the very Poets feign'd, it 
ame from the Furies , ſo peſtilent, that ir 
orrupts all mens manners, ſo injuſt, that it is 

executed, by the worlt of men, ſo wicked 
hat it has no agreement with Chriſt, and yer, 
nitting all the other, they make this, their 
nely buſineſs : Here you'll ſee decrepit old 
llows, ating the pats of young men, nei- 
ber troubled at their cofts, nor weari'd with 
heir labours, nor diſcourag'd at any thins, fo 
bey may have'the liberty, of turning Laws, 
eligion, Peace, and all things elſe, quire rop- 
e turvie: Nor are they deſtitute of their 
arved Flatterers, that call that palpable 

ineſs, Zeal, Piety, and Valour , having 
ound out a new way, by which, a man may 
ill his brother, without the leaſt breach of 
hat Charity, whicb,by the command of Chrif?, 

Chriſtian owes another : And here in 


oth, I'nra little at a Rand» whether the Ec- 
cle- 
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Cleuailucdl Urmnm Electors, gave *< tne 
ample, or rather took it from 'em; who 
ing alice their Habit, BenediRions , and 
the like Ceremonies, ſo a the part of N 
,manders, that they think it a mean thing, ar 

A leaſt beſeemins a Biſhop, to ſhew the le; 
courage to God- ward, unleſs it be in a battle 
And as to the common Heard of Prieſts, o 
account it a crime, to degenerate from thilllhi 
Sandtity of their Prelates3 Heidah ! how oolMbull 
dier-like they buſſle, about the jus divi.um oli 
Titles, and how quick- (1ghted they are, to pic 
the leaſt thing, out of the Writings of th 
Antients, wherewith they may fright the »nYanc 
mon people, and convince 'em, if pollibleſipec 
that more than a Tenth 1s due : yet in t+&n 
mean- time, it leaft comes in their heads, howlfif e! 
many th1ngs, are every where extant, condbr t 
cerning that duty, which they owe the peofhati 
ple : Nor does their ſhora Crown, in the leaWec 
admon:ſh 'em, that a Prieſt, ſhould be fre: 
from all worldly delires , and think of ne 
thin2 but heavenly things 3 whereas, on the 
contrary, theſe jolly tellows, ſay, they hav 
ſuthciently diſciiars d their Ofhce, if theyſi 
but any-low mumble over a few odd Prayers 
which, ſo help me Hercs'es, I wander if any 
Godeither hear, or underſtand , {1nce they do 


neither themſelyes ; eſpecially , when they ett 
thunder 
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Mtihunder 'em out, in thar manner they. are 
wont : Bur rhis they have in common, with 
thoſe of the Heathens, that they are vigilant 
nFenough to che harveſt of their profit, nor is 
there any of 'em, thar is not better read, in 
Whoſe Laws; than the Scripture ;' whereas, if 
there be any ching bitrthenſome , they pru- 
ently lay chat on othermens ſhoulders, and 
ſhift it from one to t'other, as men toſs a 
Ball, from hand co hand 5 following herein, 
file example of Lay Princes , who commir 
be Government of their 'Kingdoms, to their 
d Miniſters, and they again, to vthers, 
nnd leave all ſtudy of Piety to the common 
xople : In like manner, the common le, 
ut it over to thoſe they call Eccleſiafticks, as 
TW themſelves , were no part of the Church , 
ir that their vow in Baptiſm, had loft its obli- 
ation : Again, the Prieſts, that call themſelves 
Wecular, as if they were initiated to the world, 
Wot to Chriſt, lay the burthen on the Regu- 
lars, the Repulars, on the Monks, the Monks, 
Mat have-more libercy, on thoſe that have leſs, 
Sand all of 'em, on the Mendicants; the Men- 
JKicants, on the Carthnfians, amongſt whom, if 
ny where, this Piety lies buried, but'yet ſo 
fe, that ſearce any one ran perceive it :: In 
ke manner rhe Popes, the molt diligent of all 
hers, in-gathering in the Harveſt of ago 
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refer all cheir Apoſtolical work to the Bi- 
ſhops z the Biſhops, to - the Parſons; the 
Parſons to the Vicars, the Vicars, to their B 
brother Mendicants , and they again throw i! 
back the care' of the Flock, on thoſe that take #+ 
the Wooll : But it is not my buſineſs,/to fit lc 
too narrowly, the lives of Prelates, and Prieſts, If fi 
for fear I ſeem to have intended, rather a $i-( 
tyr, than an Oration ; and be thought to tar{d: 

k good Princes, while I praiſe the bad: Ando 
therefore, what I ſlightly taught before, has ur 
' beento no other end, but that jir might ap-Y1y 
pear, that there's no man, can live pleaſant, un-J un 
leſs he be initiared to my Rites, and-have me ib 
 propitious to him : For how can it be other-Yin 
wiſe, when Fortune, the great Dire&treſs of all ev 
Humane 'Afairs, and my ſelf, are ſo all one, = 
that ſhe was always an enemy to thoſe wiſe men 
and on the contrary, ſo favonrable to : Fools, 
and careleſs fellows, that all things hit luckly 
to 'em ? You have heard of that Timothes, 
( the moſt fortunate General of the Atheniev') 
of whom came that Proverb ( # Wwſorros wens 
«:e&) His Net caught fiſh, though he were ce 
alleep ; and that, / yaavEt in]ere;) The Owl jur 
flies : whereas theſe other, hic properly, Wiſe] lea 
men ( & Trad; yirrabarres) born in the me 
fourth moneth ; And again ( Equamhabet St-Þ it a 
Janum 3 & Anrum Toloſannm : ) He rides St- 
Janus's 
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as's bis Horſe; and gold of Tolowſe ; fignify= 
ins thereby , the extremity of ll fortune : 
ir But I forbear ( Tagoqudle 3a ) the further 
threading of Proverbs, leit I ſeem to have pil- 
fer'd, my friend Eraſmns's Adavies : Fortune 
loves thoſe, that have leaſt wit, and moſt con- 
hdence, and ſuch as like that ſaying of Ceſar, 
(Tia eft alex) the Dye is thrown 3 but Wiſ- 
dome makes men baſhful, which is the rea- 
ſon, that thoſe Wiſe men have ſo little to do, 
unleſs it be with Poverty, Hunger, and Chim- 
ny-corners ; that they live ſuch negleRed, 
inknown, and hated lives 3 whereas Fools, 
abound in money, have the chief Commands 
in the Common-wealth, and,in a word, flouriſh 
every way : for if it be a happineſs ( Principie 
lus placuiſſe viric——) to pleaſe Princes, and 
to be converſant amons thoſe Golden and 
Diamond Gods, what is more unprofitable 
than Wiſdom, or what is it theſe kind of men 
have, may more juſtly be cenſur'd? If Wealth 
1s to be got, how little good at-it , is that 
Merchant like to. do, if following the Pre- 
cepts of Wiſdom, he ſhould boggle at Per- | 
jury, or being taken in a lie, bluſh, or in the 

leaſt, regard the ſad ſcruples, of thoſe Wife » 

men, rouching Rapine, and Uſury - Again, 

e-N if a man ſue for Honours, or Church-Prefer- 

ments, ati Aſs, or wild Oxe ſhall fooner get 
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'em than a Wiſe man : If a mas in love with 
a youns Wench, none of the leaſt Humor, 
in this Comedy, they are wholly addiQed 
to Fools, and areafraid of a Wife many and 
flie him, as they wonld a Scorpion : Laflly, 
whoever intend to live merry, and frolique, 
ſhut their doors againſt Wiſe men; and ad- 
mit any thing ſoener : In brief, go whither 
ye will, among Prelates, Princes, Judges, Ms- 
giltrates, Friends, Enemies, from higheſt to 
loweſt, and you'll find all things done by 
money ; which, as a VViſe man contemns it, 
ſo it takes a ſpecial care, not to come near 
him : what ſhall I ſay? There is no meaſure, 
or end of my praiſes, and yet *tis fit my Ora- 
tion have an end : And therefore I'll evn 
break off; and yer, before I do it » *twill not 
be amiſs if I briefly ſhew ye, that there hasnot 
been wanting, even great Authours, that havedo 
made me famous, both by their VVritings, Bm: 
and Attions z left perhaps otherwiſe, 1. mayth! 
ſeem, to have fooliſhly pleas'd my ſefonly, (4 
or that the Lawyers charge me , that I havethe 
prov'd nothing : Aﬀer their example there- 
fore , will I alleadge my proofs » that is t0fay 
( sIty ghs Yo; ) nothing to the point : And 
nrit, every man allows this Proverb, That 
where a man wants matter, he may belt 


irame ſome. And to this purpoſe is thatF( s 
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The Praiſe of Folly. 
Verſe which we ceach Children WO 
nll (Stultitiavs fmmlare loco, prudentia ſumma ft) 
4 Tis the greateſt -wiſdome to know when and 
dF where to counterfeic the Fool ; And now, 
/ ,f jadge your ſelves, what an excellent thing this 
ef Folly is, whoſe very counterfeit, and ſemblance 
d&Y only, has got ſuch praiſe from the Learned : 
er But more candidly does that fat, plump (---E- 
4M picuri de grege Porcxs) Epicurean bacon-hogg, 
to Horace (tor fo he calls himſelf ) bids us ( Miſce 
by Y fultitians confo/tis---) mingle our purpoſes with 
it; Folly; and whereas he adds the word (breven ) 
ar ſhort (perhaps to help out the Verſe) he might 
6 as well have let it alone: And agen ( Dulce eff 
a-Y deſipere in /oco) "tis a pleaſant thing to play the 
Fn fool, in the right ſeaſon : And in another place, 
otfbe had rather ( ——= Delirns inerſque vider', 
ot Ouam ſapere, & ringi —— ) be accounted a 
veBldottrel, and fot, than to be wiſe, and made 
s, mouths at : AndTelemacbas in Hamer , whom 
ayEthe Poet praiſes ſo much, is now and then, cail'd 
v,EimG-) Fool ; and by the fame name, as if 
we lthere were ſome good fortune in 't, are the 
-Ylragedians wont, to call Boyes and Striplings : 
And what does that facred book of 7liads con- 
tin, but a kind of counter-ſcuffle between 
liſh Kings, and fooliſh People? Beſides, how 
abſolute is that praiſe, ' that Cicero gives of it ? 
( Stultorum plena ſunt omnia) All things are' 
K 3 full 


— 
vo — 


134 Moriz Encomium ; Or, 


full of fools : for who does not know,” that +- 
very good, the more diffulive it is, -by ſo\tuch 
the better it is? But perhaps their- authority, 
may be of ſmall credit among Chriſtians, "wee'l 
therefore, if you pleaſe , ſupport our praiſe; 
with ſome Teftimonies'of holy Writ alſo 4 In 
the firſt place nevertheleſſe, having foreſpoke 
our Theologues, that they'll give us leave todo 
it without offence : And in the next, foraſmuch 
as we attempt a matter of ſome difficulty, and 
it may be perhaps, a little too ſawcy, to call 
back agen, the Muſes from Helicon, to ſogtett 
a jonrney,eſpecially in a matter, they are wholly 
ſtrangers to, it will be more ſutable perhaps, 
while I play the Divine , and take 'my may 
through ſuch prickly quiddities, that Tentrea 
the Soul of Scotws (a thing more briftlely'than 
either Porcupine or Hedg-hog) to leave his Scor 
bone a while, and come into my breſt, anc 
then, let him go whither he pleaſes (vel i 
xbegxas ) or to the dogs : I could with all 
that I might change my countenance, or that 
I had on, the ſquare Cap, and the Cafſock, fo 
fear ſome or other ſhould impeach me of-theft 
as if I had privily rifled our Maſters Desks, it 
that I have got ſo much Divinity : but it ought 
not to ſeem ſo ſtrange, if after ſo long and int! 
mate an acqyaintance, and converſe with et 
I have pickt up ſomewhat z when as that Fic 


+ A, « 9 XK RN «a ca oc _ 


i M4 =, wy R398 


= <<< = = pl 9) 2 _ﬀ-_ 


FRIES mathe * "ne Wn 
«The Praiſe of Folly. 


tree-god Priapms, hearing hisowner read op. 
Gin Greg ak took lo much notice of = 
v, | that he got 'em by hearts and that Cock in Ly. 
"1 cien, by having liv'd long amongſt men, became 
6; at laſt a maſter of their Language : Bur to the 
I" point (bonis avibus) under a fortunate 'direRi- 
te @ on : Eccleſiaſtes ſaith in his firſt Chapter, (Stw/- 
to torwm infinitus numerns) The number of fools is 
<Y infinite ; and when he calls it infinite, does he 
not ſeem to comprehend all men, unlefle it be 
ſome few, whom yet, *tis a queſtion whether 
any man ever ſaw? But more ingenuouſly does 
Jeremiah, in his tenth Chapter confeſs its ſay- 
ing, (Stwltzs omnis, &c. ) Every man is made a 
fool, through his own wiſdome 3 attributing 
wiſedom to God alone, and leaving folly to all 
men elſe : And agen ( Nec g/orietur homo, &c.) 
Let not man glory in his wiſdome 3 And why 
good Jeremiah wouldtt thou not have a man glo- 
ry in his wiſedom ? Becauſe, hell ſay, he has 
none at all + Butto return to Ecc/eſiafter, who 
when he cries out, Fnity of vanities, all it va- 
nity, What other thoughts had he,do ye believe, 
than that, as I ſaid before, Tae life of man, is 
nothing elſe, but an enterlude of Folly? in 
which, ( a/b«m addidit ca/tvlnm) he has added 
one voice more, to that juſtly receiv'd praiſe of 
Cicer''s,, which I quoted before, viz. Ml things 
are full of fools : Agen,' that wiſe Preacher that 
— K + ſaid, 
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aids A fool changes as the Moon, bat a wiſe 
man, 45 permanent as the Sun : What elle did 
be biat atin it, but that all mankind are fools, 
and the name of V Vile, onely proper to God; 
for by the Moon, Interpreters underſtand hys 
mane Nature, and by the Sun, God, the only 
Fountain of light; with which, agrees that ie 
which Chriſt himſelf, in the Goſpel denies, IU c« 
That any one is to be call'd good, but one, and 
that is God : And then, if he is a fool, that is Yhe 
not wiſe, and every good man according tothe I we 
Stoicks, is a wiſe man, it is no wonder, if all By 
mankind, be concluded under Folly : Again, Yn 
Solowm, Chap. 15, Fooliſhneſle, faith be, is to 
joy to the Fool, thereby plainly confeſſing, that Þ yi 
without folly there is no pleaſure in life: Yo 
To which, is pertinent that other '({ Quis 99p-- Yr 
wit Scientiam, &c.) He that encreaſeth-know- I cc 
ledge, encreaſeth grief 3 and in much under- | 
ſtanding, there is much indignation : And Pt 
does he not plainly confeſs as much, Chap. 7. I Fe 
T he heart of the wiſe is where ſadneſs is,but the beart Y if 
of fools follows mairth : by which you fee, he Nt 
thought it not enongb, to have learnt wiſedome, 
without he had addedthe knowledge of me allo ; 
And if ye will pot believe me, take his own 
words, Chap. 1. Dedi cor meam, &c.) I gave 
my heart to know wiſdome and knowledge, 
madneſſe and folly :. V Vhere, by the ger 
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worth your remark, that he intended me fome., 
what extraordinary , that he nam'd me taft ; 
A Preacher writ it and this-you know, is the 
order among Church-men, that he that is 
firſt in Dignity, comes laft in place, as mind- 
{ul,no doubt, what ever they do in other things, 
herein at leaſt to obſerve the Evangelical 
cept : Belides y That Folly is more ent 
han Wiſdom, the Son :of Sirach, who ever 
hewere, clearly wiznefſeth, Chap. 44. whole 
words, ſo help me Herews/es, I ſhall not once 
mer before you meet (itoeyoydy meam) my 
Indution, with a ſutable anſwer, according 
tothe manner of thoſe in Plato, that diſpute 
with S:crates : What things are more proper 
tobe laid vp with care, ſuch as are rare and 
precious, or ſuch as are common, and of no ac- 
count? Why do you give me no anſwer? 
Well, though ve ſharld diflemble,” the Greek 
Proverb will anſwer for ye (in? 3ya; vdyies } 
Fowl Water, is thrown out of doors; which, 
if any man ſhall be ſo ungratious as to con» 
temn, Jet him' know 'tis Ariſtotle's; the god 
of our Maſters: Is there any of ye fo very a 
Fool as to leave Jewels, nd Gold in the ſtreetÞ 
Iatroth, 1think not 3 in the moſtſecrer'part 
of your Houſes, por is that enough if there be 
ay Drawer in your {rot Cheits, more my 
ve than other, there ye lay 'em 3 but 
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135 M 3 Or, 
ye throw out of doors : And therefore if ye 
ſo carefully lay up ſuch things as you yalue, 
and throw away what's vile; and of nowonh, 
Is it not plain, that Wiſdom, which he for. 
bids a man to hide, is of lefs account than Fol. 
ty, which he commands him to cover : Take 
his own words, Better is the man that hideth 
his Folly, than he that hideth his Wiſdom ; 
Or what is that, when he attributes an upright 
minds without Craft or Malice to a Fool, when 
a wife man the while, thinks no man like him- 
. felf? For ſo I underſtand that in his Tenth | ( 
hap. ( In via ſtw!tuz, &c.) A Fool walking &| i 
dy theway, being a fool himſelf, ſuppoſes all Þ| | 

| 

| 
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men to be fools like him : And is it not aſigne 
of (great integrity, to eſteem every | man as 
ood as himſelf, and when there is no one that 
eans not too much to'ther way, to be ſo frank 
yet, as to divide his praiſes with another ? 
Nar-was this great King aſham'd of the Name, 
when he ſays of himſelf, that he is more fooliſh 
than any man : Nor did Pas/, that great Do- 
Qorof- the Genti/es, writing to the Corintbiaw, 
unwillingly acknowledg it 3 I ſpeak, faith he, 
like.a fool : 'I am more : As if it could be any 
d'iſhonour to excel in Folly : But here. I meet 
with-a great noiſe of ſome , that endeavour 
( Cornicums ocmlos configere) to peck "ont the 
Crows eyes; that is, to blind the Deftors of 
OTF. gar 
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The praiſe of Folly, © r39 
our times; and imoak out their eyes with new. 
Annotations ; among whom, mv friend Erife. 
wr, whom for hBnonrs ſake, I often mention, 
deſerves ( þ non Alphay certe Beta) if not the 
firſt place, yer certainly the ſecond 3 O moſt 
fooliſh inſtance, they cry , and well becom- 
ing Folly her ſelf / The Apoſtles meaning was 
wide enough, from what thou dream'ſt Io be 
ſpake it not in chis ſenſe, that he would have 
them believe him a greater fool than the re, 
but when he had ſaid, They are Miniſters of 
Chrift, the ſame am I ; and by way of boaſt- 
ins herein, had equal'd himſelf with to'thers, 
he added this by way of correRion, or check+ 
ins himſelf, I am more: As meaning, that be 
was not onely equal to the reit of the Apoſtles, 
in the work of the Goſpel, but ſomewhat ſu+ 
periour - And therefore, while he would have 
this receiv'd as a Truth, left nevertheleGs, it 
might not reliſh their eares, as being 
with too much Arrogance, he foreſhorren'd 
his Argument, with the V zard af Folly: I 
ſpeak like a fool, becauſe he knew it was the 
Prerogative of- fools, to ſpeak what they lift, 
and that too without offence : Whatever he 
thought when he writ this, 1 leave it ta them 
to diſcuſs; for my own part, I follow thoſe 
fat, fleſhie, and —vulgarly approv'd Do- 
Qours, with whom ( r) Ta Os) by Jupiter / 
$068 z 
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a great part of the learned had rather err than 
follow them , that underſtand the Tongues 
though they are never fo mucÞ inthe ri he, noc I To 
any of em make greater account, of (Glam hay 
WT! off 35 94.118 racu'os ) thoſe ſmatterers at Al 
Greek, than if hey were Dawes; eſpecially I ?"* 
whe! a no ſmall Profeſſor (whoſe name, 1 © '®t 
wittingly conceal, leſt thoſe Choughs ſhould I Ni! 
chatter at me that Greek Proverb, I have | (/. 
often mentioned ('Oves auyas ) an Aﬀe at a N '% 
Harp ) diſcourſing Magitterially and 'Theolo- wi 
gically on this Text (1 ſpeak as a fool, Iam | 4 
more: ) drew a new'Thelis, and, which with- £ 
out the height of Logick, he could never have I *" 
done., made this new Subdiviſion: ( for I'll | 
pive ye his own words, not onely in form, but th 
matcer alſo: ) I ſpeak like a fool : That is, If I © 
you look upon me a3 a fool, for comparing my If P! 
ſelf with thoſe falſe Apoſtles, I ſhall ſeem yet Þ} 0 
a greater fool, by eſteemins my ' ſelf before I} ": 
'emy though the ſame perſon a little afrer, as || 
forgettins himſelf, runs off to another mat- Þ| tl 
ter : But why do I thus taggeringly defend my || 's 
felf, with one lingle inſtance? As-if it were || © 
notthe common priviledg of Divines toftretch | 7 
Heaven, thatis, Holy Writ, like:a Cheverelz | f 
and when, there'are many things:in'St. Paul, || ? 
thac thwart themſelves , which yetz' in their 
proper place, do well enongh if there.be w 
, credit 
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credit to be given ( ii mwleynorle Hieronys 
mw) to St. Ferom, that was Matter of five 
Tongues. Such was that of his at Athens, when 
having caſually eſpi'd the inſcription of- chad 
Altar, he wreſted it into an. Argument, to 
prove the Cliriftian Faith, and leaving out. all 
the other words , becauſe they made againſt 
him, took notice onely of the two laſt;- we. 
(Ignoto Deo) To the unknown God; and thoſe 
too, not without ſome alteration, for the 
whole Inſcription was thus: To the Gods of 
Aſtay Enripe, and Africaz To the unknown 
and ſtrange Gods :: And according to his ex+ 
ample do |( & 7&1 2$0atyor Tad; ) the Sons 
of the Prophets, who forcing out here and . 
there four-or five Expreſſions, and if need- be 
corrupting the ſenſe, wreft it to their own 
purpoſe ; though what goes before, and fok 
lows after, make nothing to the matter in hand; 
nay, be quite againſt ir: Which yet they d6y 
with ſo happy an impudence, that oftentimes 
the Civilians envie them that facnlty : For what 
is it in a manner, they may not hope for ſuc- 
ceſs in, when this great Doftour (1 hat al- 
moſt bolted out his name, but that I once agen 
#and in fear of the Greek Proverb ) has made © 
1 conftrution on an expreſſion of Luke, {b a+ 
erceable to the mind of Chriſt, as are Fire 


and W-ter , to one another : For when ” 
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a great part of the learned had rather err than 
follow them , that underſtand the Tongues, 
though they are never fo mucF inthe right, noc 
any of 'em make greater account, of Gs 
has iffos 91am racu/os) thoſe ſmatterers at 
Greek, than if they were Dawes; eſpecially 
whe! a no ſmall Profeſſor (whoſe name, I 
wittingly conceal, leſt thoſe Choughs ſhould 
chatter at me that Greek Proverb, I have 
often mentioned ('Oyos avgas) an Aﬀe at a 
Harp) diſcourling Magitterially and 'Theolq- 
gically on this Text (1 ſpeak as a fool, Iam 
more : ) drew a new Thelis, and, which with- 
out the height of Logick, he could never have 
done., made this new Subdiviſion: ( for I'{ 
pive ye his own words, not onely in form, but 
matceralſo: ) I ſpeak like a fool : That is, If 
you look upon me a3 a fool, for comparing my 
ſelf with thoſe falſe Apoltles, I ſhall ſeem yet 
a greater fool, by eſteemins my ſelf before 
'emg though the ſame perſon a little afrer, as 
forgettins himſelf, runs off to another mat- 
ter : Bt why do I thus Raggeringly defend my 
felf, with one lingle inſtance? As-if it were 
notthe common priviledg of Divines to ſtretch 
Hleaven, thatis, Holy Writ, like a Cheverel; 
and when, there" are many things:in St. Paxl, 
thac thwart themſelves, which yet,” in their 
proper place, do well enongh if there. be any 
p Credit 
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credit to be given ( 1ui mwleynorly Hierongs 
») to St. Jerom, that was Matter of five 
Torgues. Such was that of his at A-hens; when 
having caſually eſpi'd the inſcription of thad 
Altar, he wreſted it into an_ Argument, ta 
prove the Chrittian Faith, and leaving ont. all 
the other words, becauſe they made again 
him, took notice onely of the two laſt;-2wz., 
(Tgnoto Deo) To the unknown God; and thoſe 
too, not without ſome alteration, fot the 
whole Inſcription was thus: To the Gods of 
Aſiay Emripe, and Africa 3 To the unknown 
and ſtrange Gods : And according to his ex- 
ample do -( & Ty S40xtyur THI; ) the Sons 


of the Prophets, who forcing ont here and . 


there four or five Expreſſions, and if need: be 
corrupting the ſenſe, wreft it to their own 
purpoſe ; though what goes before, and fok 
lows after, make nothing to the matter in hand; 


nay, be quite againſt ir: Which yet they d6y 


with ſo happy an impudence, that oftentimes 
the Civilians envie them that facnlty : For what 
is it it a manner, they may not hope for ſue- 
cels in, when this great Doftour (1 had al- 
moſt bolted out his- name, but that I once agen 
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latt point of danger was at hand, at which 
time, retainers and dependants, are wont it 
a more ſpecial manner to attend their Prote- 
Qours, to examine what ſtrength they have, 
and prepare ( ovvunxGy ) for the encounte;, 
Chrift intending ro take out of his Diſciples 
minds, allcrutt and confidence in ſuch like des 
fence,demands of them, Whether they wanted 
any thing, when he ſent them forth ſo unpro- 
vided for a journey, that they had neither ſhoes 
to defend their feer from the injuries of ſtones 
and briers , nor the provilion of a ſcrip, to 
preſerve *'em from hunger 3 And when they 
had denied that they wanted any thing, he 
adds; But now, he that hath a bagg, let him 
take it, and likwiſe a ſcrip : and he that hath 
none, let him fell his coat and buy a ſword: 
And now, when the ſumme of all that Chriſt 
raught, preft onely Meekneſs, Suffering, and 
Contempt of life, who does not clearly per- 
ceive what he means in this place ? To wit, 
that he might the more diſarm his Miniſters, 
that neglefting not onely Shoos and Scrip, 
but chrowiag away their very Coat, they might, 
being ina manner naked, the more readily and 
with leſs hindrance, take in hand the work of 
the Goſpel, and provide themſelves of nothing 
butaſwordy not ſuch as Thieves and Murtherers 
go up and down with, but the Sword of the Spi- 
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it,that pierceth the moſt inward parts, 8 ſo curs 
Fas it were at one blow, all earthly affeRions, 
that they mind nothing, but heir duty to God + 
But ſee, I pray, whither this famous Theologus 
wreſts it: By the Sword, he interprets, de- 
fence againſt perſecution; and by the Bagg, 
ſufficient provilion to carry it on : As if Chrift 
having alter'd his mind, in that he ſent out his 
Diſciples (param Geaonura;) not fo royally at- 
tended as he ſhould have done, repented him-- 
ſelf of his former inſtruQions 5 or, as forgetting 
that he had ſaid, ( B/eſſed are ye when ye are evil 
puken of, deſpiſed, and perſecuted, &c. and for- 
bad 'em to rehiſt evil, for that the meek in Spi- 
rit, not the proud, are blefſed) or,left remem- 
bring,I fay,that he had cotapar'd themto Spar- 
rows and Lillies, thereby minding them, what 
{ call care they ſhould take, for the things of this 
life, was ſo far now, from having them go forih 
without a Sword,that he commanded 'em.coger 
one though with the ſale of their Coat, and bad 
rather they ſhould go naked, than want a braw- 
ling-ironby their lides : And to ths, as un- 
der the word S»ord, he-conceives to be com- 
prehended what ever appertains tothe repel- 
ling of injuries; ſo under that of Scrip, he takes 
in, whatever is neceſſary, to the ſupport of 
life : And ſo does this deep Interpreter of the 
divine meaning, bring forth the Apoſtles, to 
preach 
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p:each the Doctrine of a crucitied Chrift, butY fur 
furtniſht at all points, with Launces, Sling: 
Quarter-ſtaffs, and Slings ; Lading 'm C 
with bag and baggage, let perhaps, -it might 
not be lawful for 'em, to leave their Inn, un« 
lefle they were empty and faſting : Nor does he 
take the lea(t notice of thiszthathe thatſo will'd, 
the Sword to-be bought, reprebends it 4 little F kin 
after, and commands'it to be ſheach'd, and] to// 
thatit was never heard, that the Apoltles ever to: 
us'd, or ſwords or bucklers againſt the Gentiles, Yno! 
though *cis likely they had don't, if Chriſt had pl: 
ever intended, as this Doctor interprets : thc 
There is another too, whoſe name our of re- © the 
you I paſs by, a mdn'of no ſmall 'repute, who J a F 
from thoſe Tents, which Helbakdut' mentions & an 
( Tarbatwitur pellet, 8c. ) The Teantsof the land | wr 
of Midian ſhall tremble, drew this' Expoſition; £ By 
that it was prophefied of the skin of Saint: Bar- Þ for 
tholomew , who was flay'd -alive : © and why Bad: 
( forſooth ) but becauſe thoſe Tents were | mi 
cover'd with $skins? 'I was lately--my felf I ca 
at. a Theological diſpute ' ( for 'I' am of-} co 
ten there) where, when one was demanding, Þ] an 
What authority there was in holy Writ, that Þ thi 
commands Herericks to be convinc'd by Fife, | W 
rather than reclaim'd by Argument, Acrubbed Þf by 
old fellow, and one, whoſe ſupercifionsgravity || ec: 
ſpake him at [eaſt a Doftor, anſwered magreat Þ B: 
ume, 
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fume, that Saint Paw/ had decreedie, who ſaid, 
(Hareticum hominum oſt unam F alteram c 

tionem, devita ) RejeR him that is a Maraich, 
after once or twice admonition ; And when he 
had ſundry times, one after another,thundred 
out the ſante thing, and moſt men wondred whar 
ailed the many at lalt he explain'd it thus, (ma- 
king two words of one ) Devitay hoc eſt, de vita, 
tollendum Hereticum,, A Heretick muſt be pac 
to death : Some laught, and yet there wanted 
not others, to whom this Expolition, ſeem'd 
plainly Theological ; which , when ſore, 
though thoſe very few, oppos'd, they cut off 
the diſpute ( Tenedia bipenni ) as we ſay, with 
2 Hatcher, and the credit of ſo uncontroulable 
an Author : Pray conceive me ſaid he; It is 
written, 7 how ſhalt not ſuffer a witch to live: 
But every Heretick bewitches the people: there- 
fore, &c, And now, as many as were preſent 
admir'd the mans wit, and conſequently, ſub- 


mitted to his decilion of the Queſtion; Nor 
| came it intoany of their heads, that that Law 


concern'd onely Fortune-tellers, Enchanters, 
and Magicians, whom the Hebrews, call in 
their Tongue ( =19WI0 Mecsſchephim ) 
Witches, or Sorcerers : for otherwiſe perhaps, 
by the ſame reaſon, it might have as well have 
extended to fornication, ' and drunkenneſs :; 
But I fooliſhly run on in _ matters, though 

yet 
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yet there are ſo many of 'em, that neither Chr 
Fppwr, nor Didymnus's Volums, are large enough 
to contain 'em; I would onely delire yeto 
conlider this, That if ſo great Do&ors may be 
allow'd this liberty, you may the more req- 
ſonably pardon, even me alſo ( ovxiry droxtye) 
a raw, effeminate Divine, if I quote not every 
thing ſo exaQtly as I ſhould : And fo at laſt I 
return to Paw! : {Libenter, &c.) ye willingly 
faith he, ſuffer my fooliſhneſs : And again, Take 
me as a fool : And further, I ſpeak it not after 
the Lord, but as it were fooliſhly : And in + 
; Nother place, We are fools for Chriſts ſake : 
You have heard, from how great an Author, 
how great praiſes of Folly ; And to what other 
end, but that without doubr, he look'd upon 'r, 
as that one thing, both neceſſary, and profita- 
ble? If any one amongſt ye (ſaith he) ſeemto 
be wiſe, lethim be a fool, that he may be wiſe : 
And inLZake, Jeſs cal'd thoſe two Diſciples,with 
whom he joyn'd himſelf 'upon"the way, 'fools : 
Nor canl give ye any reaſon,why it ſhould ſeem 
ſo ſtrangegyhen Saint Paw! impures akind of fol- 
1y, even to God himſelf ( Qu1d fin/rmm oft Dei, 
&c.) The fooliſhneſs of God (ſaith he) is wiſer 
than men: - Though yer {muſt confeſs, that 
Origen npon the place, denies, that this fool- 
vihneſs, may be reſembled, to the uncertain 
judgment of men; of which kind, is that 
(Fab 
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(/erbur crecisy 8c.) The preaching of the crofs, 
is to them that periſh, Holiſhnep $ But, why 
am I ſo careful to no purpoſe, that I thus run 
on to prove my matter, by ſo magy teſtimonies, 
when in theſe myſical Pſalms, Chriſt ſpeaking 
to the Father, ſayes openly, (7 ſic, in/ipien- 
tam mean) Thou knowneſt my foolidhneſfle : 
Nor is it without ground, thattfools ars ſo:ac+ 
ceptable to'God : the reaſon perhaps, may be 
this, that as Princes carry a ſuſpicious eye upe 
on thoſe that are over-wiſe, and conſequently, 
bate 'em 3 As Ceſar did .Bratws and Caſſius, 


:£ when he fear'd not inthe leaft, drunken An 


tony ; ſa Nero, Seneca; and Dionyſius,. Plato ; 
and on the contrary , arg delighted -in thoſe 
bluncerg' and unlabour'd wits; In like manner 
Chriſt, ever abhors and condemns ( 9eghs iſtos) 
thoſe wiſe men, and ſuch as put conhaence in 
their own wiſdome : And this Pa»! makes clears 
ly out, when he ſaid, ( Qu ſtulta ſunt mundi, 
&c,) God hath choſen the fooliſh things of this 
world ; and when he ſaith, It pleaſed God by 
fooliſhneſs to ſave the world ; as well knowing, 
it had been impoſſible, to have reform'd «;by 
wiſdome : Which alſo, he ſufficiently declares 
bimſelf, crying out by the mouth of his Pro» 
pher, I witl deſtroy the wiſedom of the wiſe, 
and caſt away the underſtanding of the prudent: 
And agen, when Chriſt gives Him thanks; gy 
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he had conceal'd the Myſtery of Salvation from 
the wiſe, but revealed it to babes and ſucklings, 
that is to ſav, Fools : for the Greek word 
Babes is mio, i.e. Fools, which he oppoſeth 
tothe word gogeis, i.e. Wiſe men : To this ap« 
pertains, tha: chroughour the hy ons you find 
him ever accuſing the Scribes and Phariſees, and 
Doors of the Law, but diligently defending 
the ignorant multitude : for what other is that, 
Woe to ye Scribes and Phariſes, than woe to ye, 
ye wiſe men ? bur ſeems chiefly delighted in 
lintle Children, Women, and Fiſhers : Belides, 
among brute Beaſts, he is beſt pleavd with 
thoſe, that have leaſt in 'em» of the Foxes ſub- 
tiltyz And therefore, he choſe rather, to ride 
upon an Aſſe, when if he had pleay'd, he might 
bave beſtrid the Lion, without davger 3 And 
the Holy Ghoſt came down, in the ſhape of a 
Dove, not of an Eagle or Kite; Add to this, 
that in Scripture there is frequent mention of 
Harts, Hinds, and Lambs 3 and ſuch as are de- 
ſin'd to eternal life, are called ſheep; than 
which creature, there is not any thing more 
fooliſh, if we may believe that Proverb of A- 
riſtole ( TrofdTacy 3325 ) ſheepiſh manners ; 
which he tells us, is taken from the fooliſhneſs 
of that creature, and is us'd to be apply'd, to 
dull-headed people, and lack-wits3 And yet 
Chrift profefles, to be the Shepheard - ar 
OCKy 
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Flock, and is himſelf delighted with the name of 
aLamb3 according to Saint F»bhn, Brhald the 
Lemb of God ! Of whichalſoghere is much men- 
tion, in the Revelation : And what does all this 
drive at, but that all mankind are fools, nay, e- 
ven the very beſt? And Chriſt himſelf, that he 
might the better relieve this Folly, being the 
witdome of the Father, yet in ſome manner, be- 
came a fool, when taking upon him the nature 
of man, he was found in ſhape as a man; as in 
like manner,' he was made Sin, that he mighr 
heal ſinners : Nor did be work this Cure, any 
other way, than by the fooliſhneſs of the Croſs, 
and a company of fat Apoſtles, not much bertery' 
to whom alſo he carefully recommended folly, 
but gave 'em a caution againſt wiſdome, and 
drew 'em together, by the Example of little 
Children, Lillies, Muſtard-ſeed, and Sparrows, 
things ſenſeleſs, and inconlſiderable, living only 
by the difates of Nature, and without either 
craft or care : Beſides, when he forbad 'em to 
be troubled, about what they ſhonld ſay before 
Governors, and ftraightly charg'd 'em, not to 
enquire after times, and ſeaſons,to wit, that they 
might not truſt to their own wiſedomy but whol- 
ly aver on him : And tothe ſame purpoſe is 


it, thar, that great ArchiteR of the World,God, 


gave man an Injun&ioo againſt his eating of the 
Tree of Knowledss, as if knowledge, were the 
LY bane 
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| bane of _ z according to whicl! alſo, 
Ste Pw! diſ-allows it, as pufting up, and deſtru- 
Aive.;' whence alſa, St. Bernard ſeems, in my 0- 
pinion, to follow,when he interprets that moun- 
rain, whereon Lcifer had fixt his habitation, tg 
be the mountain of. knowledge : Nor perhaps 
ought 1 to omir this other argument, that folly is 
ſo gracious above, that her errors are only par- 
doned, thoſe of wiſe men, never : Whence it is, 
thatthey thar ask forgiveneſs, though they offend 
never fo wittingly, cloak it yet, with the excuſe 
of folly : So Aron, in Numbers, if I miſtake not 
he book, when he ſues unto Moſes, concerning 
his Siſters leprolie ( Ol ſecro Domine mi, &c.) I 
beſeech thee my Lord, not to lay this{inupon 
us, which we have fooliſhly committed : $o Saul 
makes hisexcuſe to David, For behold (faith he) 
I did it fooliſhly: And again, David himſelf, thus 
ſweetens God, And therefore I beſeech thee,O Lord, 
70 take away the m_— of thy Servant, for 1 have 
done fooliſhly; as if he knew,there was no pardon 
to be obtain'd, unlefſe be had colour'd his of- 
fence, with folly, and ignorance : And ſtronger 
is that of Chriſt upon the Croſs, when he pray'd 
for his enemies,F. ther forgive them'3 nor does he 
cover their crime, with any other excuſe, than 
that of unwittingnefle z becauſe, ſaith he, they 
know not whit they dv + In like manner Pas!|, wri- 
tins to 7 imothy, But therefore,l obtain'd murcys for 
| $04; 
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that I did it ignorent!y, through wnbeinf : And what” 
is the meaning of, I did it 1gnorantly, but that I 
did it out of folly, not malice? And what of, 
Therefore I receiv'd mercy, but that I had nor 
obtain'd it, had I not been made moreallowable, 
through the covert of folly? For us alſo, makes 
that myſtical Pſalmiſt, though I remembred ie 
not iN its right place, R memer not the ſins of 
youth,nor my ignorances ; You ſee what two things 
he pretends, to wit, Youtlt:» whoſe companion I 
ever am, and Ignorances, and that in the plural 
number, a number of multitude, whereby we 
are to underſtand, that there was no ſmall come 
pany of 'em: But not torun too far,in that which 
is infinite ; toſpeak briefly, All Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, ſeems to have a kind of allyance with fol- 
ly, and in no reſpe& to have any accord with 
wiſedom : of which) if ve expe proofs,con'idey 
firſt, that boyes, cld men, women, and fools, are 
more delighted with religious,and ſacred things 
than others, and to that-purpoſe, are ever next 
the Altars, and this they do, by meer impulſe of 
Nature : And in the next place, you ſee that 
thoſe firſt founders of it, were plain,ſimpleper- 
ſons,and molt bitter enemies of Learning: Laſt- 
ly, there are no ſort of fool» ſeem more out of 
the way, than are theſe, whom the zeal of Chri+ 
ſtianReligien,has once ſwaflow'd up;ſo that they 
waſte their eſtates, neglect injuries, ſuffer them- 
L 4 ſelves 


153 Morizz Encomium ; Or, 
ſelves to be:cheated, pur no difference berween 
friends and enemies, abhor pleaſure, are cram'd 
with poverty, watchings, tears, labours, reproa- 
ches,loathe life,and wiſh death above all things, 

in ſhort, they ſeem ſenſeleſs to common under- 
ftanding, as if their minds liv'd elſewhere, and 
not in their own bodies ; which, what elſe is it, 
than to be mad ? for which reaſon, you muſt 
not think it ſo ſtranse, if the Apoſtles ſeem's to 
be drunk with new wine, and if Pasl appeat'd to 
Feſtus to be mad : But now having once gotten 
on {iy aceyrdy) the Lions skin, Go to, and TI! 
hew ye, thatthis bappineſſe of Chriſtians,which 
they purſue with ſo much toil, is nothing elſe, 
but a kind of madnefle and folly ; far be it, thar 
my words ſhould give any offence, rather conli- 
der, my matter : And firſt, the Chriſtians and 
Platonicks, doas good as agree in this, that the 
Soul is plung'd, and fetter'd in the priſon of the 
body, by the groſſneſle of which, it is ſo ty'd up, 
and hinder*dgthat it cannot take a view of, or en- 
Joy things, as they truly are ; and for that cavſe, 
their maſter defines Philoſophy to be a contem- 
plation of death, becauſe it takes off the mind, 
from vilible and corporeal obje&s, than which, 
dearh does no more ; And therefore, as long as 
the Soul uſeth the O-gans of the Body in that 
right manner it ought, ſo long it is ſaid to be in 
good ſtate and condition 3 but when haves 
roxe 
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broke its fetters, itendeavours toget looſe, and 
aflayes, as it were, a flight out of that priſon, hat 
holds it in, they call it madneſs 3 and if this hap- 
pen through any diſtemper, or indiſpolition of 
the organs,then, by the common conſent of eve- 
ry man, 'tis down-right madneſſe : And yet we 
ſee ſuch kind of men, foretell things to come, 
underſtand Tongues and Letters, they never 
learnt before, and ſeem as it were, big with a 
kind of Divinity 2 Nor is it to be doubted, but 
that it proceeds from hencethat the mind being 
ſomewhat ar liberty, from the infefion of the 
body, begins to put forth itſelf, in irs native vi- 
Four ; and I concelvey *tis from the ſame cauſe, 
that the like often happens, to ſick men, a little 
before their death, that they diſcourſe in ſtrain 
above mortality, as if they were inſpir'd : Agen, 
if this happens, upon the ſcore of Religion, 
though perhaps it may not bethe ſame kind of 
madneſs, yet *cis ſo near it, that a great many 
men, would judge it no better, eſpecially, when 
afew inconliderable people, ſhall difter from 
the reſt of the worle,in the whole courſe of their 
life : And therefore it fares with chem, as ac- 
cording to the Fi&tron of Plato, happens to thoſey 
that being coopt up in a cave, ſtand gaping with 
admiration,at the ſhadows of things; & tharfugi- 
tive, who having broke from 'em, and returning 
to 'em agen, told 'em he had ſeen, things truly as 


they 
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they were, and that they were the moſt miſta. 
ken, in believing there was nothing bur pitifuf 
ſhadows : for as this wiſe man»pitty'd, and be- 
wail'd, their palpable madneſs» that were poſleſt 
with ſo grofſe an errorz ſo they, in return, 
Jaughr at him, as a doating fool, and caſt him out 
of their company : In like manner, the common 
ſort of men, chiefly admire thoſe things, that are 
moſt corporeal, and almolt believe» there is no- 
thing beyond 'em , whereas on the contrary, 
tieſe devout perſons, by how much the nearer, 
any thins concerns the body, by fo much the 
more they negle& it, and are wholly hurry'd a- 
way with the contemplation of things invilible, 
for the one, give the firſt place to riches, the 
next, to their co-poral pleaſures, leaving the laſt 
place to their ſou), which yet, moſt of 'emdo 
ſcarce believe, becauſe they can't ſee it with 
their eves : On the contrary, the others, firſt, 
rely wholly en God the molt unchangeable of 
all things; and next him, yet on this that comes 
neareſt him, they beſtow the ſecond on their 
ſoul z and laſtly, for their body, they negleR 
that care, 1nd contemn, and fly monies, as ſu- 
perfluity that may be well ſpar'd 3- or if they are 
forc'c tro meddle, with any of theſe things, they 
do it careleſly, and much againſttheir wills, ha- 
ving, as if they had it not, and poſſeſſing, as if 
they poſſeſſed it not ; There are alſo ineach 
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ſeveral things, ſeveral degrees, wherein they 
diſagree among themſelves : And firſt, as tothe 
ſenſes, thaugh all of 'em, have more or lefle af- 
finity with the body, yet of theſe, ſome are more 
proſs, and blockiſh, as taſting, hearing, ſeeing, 
ſmelling, touching; ſome more remov'd from 
the body, as memory, intelle&R, and the will - 
and therefore to which of theſe the mind ap- 
plies its ſelf, in that lyes itforce : But holy men, 
becauſe the whole bent of their minds, is taken 
np with thoſe things, that are moſt repugnantto 
theſe grofler ſenſes, they ſeem brutiſh, and ftu- 
pid, 1n the common uſe of them : Whereas on 
the contrary, the ordinary ſort of people, are 
beit at cheſe, and can do leaſt at to'ther, from 
whence it is, as we have heard, thatſome of theſe 
holy men, have, by miſtake,drunk oil, for wine: 
Aven, in the affeQions of the mind, ſome have 
a greater commerce with the body, than others, 
as lu, deſire of meaty and flesp, anger, pride, 
envy, with which, holy men are at irreconcila- 
bleſenmity » and con:rary, the common people, 
think there's no living without*em : And lattly, 
there are certain middle kind of affeRions, and 
45 it were, natural to every man ; As the love 
of ones Country, Children, Parents, Friends, 
and to which, the commecn people attribute no 
ſmall matter z whereas to'ther , ſtrive to pluck 
'em out of their mind ; ualcſle, Oy as 
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they arrive to that higheſt part of che ſoul, that 
they love their Parents,not as Parentsy(for what 
did they get but the body ? though yet we owe 
it to God, notthem) but as good men, or wo- 
men, and in whom, ſhines the Image of that 
higheſt wiſdom,which alone, they call the chiefs 
eſt good, and out of which, they ſay there is no- 
thine to be belov'd or deſir'd : And by the ſame 
role, do they meaſure all things elſe, ſo that they 
make lefſe account, of whatever is viſible, un- 
lefle it be altogether contemptible, than of thoſe 
things, which they cannot ſee : But they ſay, 
that in Sacraments, and other religious Duties, 
there is both body, and Spirit : As in fafting, 
they count it not enough for a man toabſtain 
from eating ( which the common people take 
for an abſolute Fat) unleſle there he alſoa leſ- 
ſening of his deprav'd affeftions : As that he be 
lefſe angry, leis proud, than he was wont, 
that the Spirit being leſs clog'd, with its bodily 
weight, may be the more intent upon heavenly 
things : In like manner , in' the Euchariſt, 
though, ſay they,it is not to be eſteem'd the leſs, 
that *ris adminifter'd with Ceremonies, yet of 
its ſelf, *tis of little effeR, if not hurtful, unleſs 
that which is ſpiritual be added to it, to wit,that 
which is repreſented under thoſe viſible lignes : 
Now the death of Chriſt is repreſented by it, 
which all men, vanquiſhing, aboliſhing, and as 
"if 
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it were, burying their carnal aftetions, ought 
to expreſs, in their lives and converſations, that 
they may grow up, to a newnels of life, and be 
one with him, and the ſame, one amongſt ano- 
ther : This a holy man does, and in this, is his 
only meditation : Whereas onthe contrary, the 
common people think there's no more in that 
Sacrifice, than to be preſent at rhe Altar, and 
crow'd next it, to have 2 noiſe of words, 'and 
look upon the Ceremonies : Nor in this alone, 
which we onely propos'd by way of example, 
but in all his life, and without hypoc ihie, does a 
holy man fly thoſe things, that have any alliance 
with the body, and is wholly raviſht, with things 
Eternal,Invitible,and Spiritval:tor which cauſe, 
there's ſo great a contrariety of opinion be- 
tween 'em, and that too, in every thing, that 
each parcy, thinks the other out of their wits ; 
though that character, -in my judgment, berter 
agrees with thoſe holy men, than the common 
people : which yet, will be more clear, if as I 
promis'd, I briefly ſhew ye, that that great re- 
ward, they ſo much fancy, is nothing elſe but 
kind of madneſs : And therefore ſuppoſe, that 
Plato dreamt of ſomewhar like it, when he calf'd 
the madneſs of Lovers, the moſt bappy conditi- 
on, of all others : for he that's vislently in Love, 
lives not in his own body, bur in the thing he 
loves ; and by how much the farther og ng 
rom 
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| trom vimiclt, 1oto another by to much the grea» 
ter is his pleaſure yz and then, when the mind 
ſtrives to rove from its body,and does not right- 
ly uſe its own organs, without doubt, you may 
fay, *tis downright madnefle, and not be miſta- 
ken : or otherwiſe, what's the meanius of 
thoſe common ſayings (Von eft apud ſe: Ad te ve 
di : Silzredditus eſt) He does not dwell at home: 
Come to your ſelf : He”, his own man again? 
Belides, the more perfe&, and true, his love is, 
the more pleaſant is his madneſs : And there- 
fore, what is that life bereafter, afrer which, 
theſe holy minds, ſo pantingly breathe, like to 
be? To wit, the Spirit ſhall ſwallow up the Bo- 
dy, as conqueror, and more durable ; and this 
itſhall do, with the greater eaſe, becauſe here- 
tofore," in its life-time, it. had cleans'd and 
thinn'd'it into ſuch another nothing as its ſelf: 
And then, the Spirit agen, ſhall be wonderfully 
fwallow d-vp, by that higheſt mind, as being 
more powerful, than infinite parts ; So that the 
whole man is to be out of himſelf, nor to be 0+ 
therwile happy in any reſpeR, but that being 
tript.of himſelf, he ſhall participate of ſome- 
what ineffable, from that chiefeſt good, that 
draws all things into its felf - And this happt- 
neſs, though *cis only then perfeed, when ſouls 
being joyn'd to their former bodies, ſhall be 
made immortal,yet foraſmuch as the life of holy 
af mens 
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men, is nothing but a continu'd meditation, and 
as it were ſhadoy of that life, it ſo happens, that 
at length, they .bave ſome talte or reliſh of it; 
which, though it be but as the ſmalleſt drop, ia 
compariſon of that fountain of eternal happi- 
neſs, yet it far furpaſles all worldly delight; 
though all the pleaſures of all mankind, were all 
joyn'd together ; So much better are things 
ſpiritual, than things corporal, and things invi- 
lble, than things vilible ; which doubtlefs is 
that, which the Prophet promiſerh , The eye 
hath not ſeen, nor the ear heard, nor has it en- 
tred intothe heartof man to conlider, what God 
has provided for them that love him : And this 
is that, Ad..9's better part, which is not taken 
away, by change of life, but perfeAed : And 
therefore, they that are ſenlible of it (and few 
there ar?, to whom this happens) ſuffer a kind 
of ſomewhat, little differing from madneſs 3 far 
they utter many things, thatdo not bang tope- 
ther, and that too, not after the manner of men; 
but make a kind of ſound, which they neither 
heed themſelves, nor is it underſtood by others, 
and change the whole figure of their counte»> 
nance 3 One while jocund,- another while de- 
jeted, now weeping, then langhing, aud agen 
lighing : And when they come to themſelves, 
tell ye, they know not where they have been, 
whether in the body, or out of the body, or 
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{l-eping3 nor do they remember what they hay 
heard, ſeen, ſpokeny or doneg and only know 
his, as it were in a miſt or dream, that they 
were the moſt happy, while they were ſo out of 
their wits And therefore they are ſorry, they 
are come to themſelves agen,and delirenothing 
more, than this kindof madneſle, to be perpetu- 
ally mad : And this is a ſmall caſte of char facure 
- happineſs. But I forget my ſelf, and ( uniy re 
toxauuire mls) ran beyond my bounds 3 
Though yer, if I ſhall ſeem, to have ſpoken any 
thing more boldly, or impertinently, than [ 
ought, be pleas'd to conlider, that not only Fol- 
Iy, but a Woman ſaid ic, remembrins in the 
mean time, that Greek Proverb ( roaxdur Tu s; 
uwrds arg xavaxdigioy emey) Sometimes a fool 
may ſpeck a word in ſeaſon ; unlefſe perhaps 
you'll fay, this concerns not Women. I ſee you 
expect an Epilogue, bur give me leave to tell 
ye, you are much miſtaken, if you think Ire- 
member any thing, of what I have faid, having 
fooliſhly boltedour, ſach a hodg podg of words: 
"Tis an old Proverb (Mow urduort cvurbray ) / 
hate one that ren mobers whai's done over the Cad + 
This is a new one of my.own making ( Mige 


«4 pyE pore axgoca Thy ) IT hate a man thit remember 
hat he bears : Wherefore, farewell, clap your 
hands, live, and drink luſtick, my moſt excellent 
D-ſciples of Folly. 
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